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| _ PALESTINE | 

Motion. made, and Question proposed, 

“ That this. House do now adjourn.’’— 
[Mr. Pearson.| . . 


5.29pm | 
_ Brigadier Mackeson (Hythe): 1 do not 
think that ‘it would’ be right that the 


| House’ should adjourn fithout a Debate 


on the ‘present situation in Palestine and 
without referring to ‘the insecure position 
jn which many British men now find 
themselves in that country. | There have 


been constant attacks on British personnel 


recently which, judging from my postbag, 
undoubtedly have created very wide and 
deep resentment. These culminated in 
the case of the two sergeants who were 
found recently hanged by the neck from 
trees in the most barbaric way. I believe 


that this feeling of resentment has spread, 
| not only throughout this House and this 

country and the Christian world, but also 

throughout a great body of Jewish opinion 
_in this country and elsewhere. But these 
feelings of resentment, grave as our 
anxieties for our men in Palestine. now 

are, do not, in any way-or in any circum- 
stances, justify those who in this country 
|have been responsible: for anti-Semitic 
- demonstrations, I believe them to be 


most deplorable..and.1»-Bn | 


_I 
am sure tliat other hon. Members in O er 
parts of the House will join with me in 
- dissociating - themselves from any. anti- 
Semitic activities at all. | 

The time has come when expressions 

| of regret by moderate Jews opinion, and 
by the Haganah in alestine should be 

translated into positive action. 1 cannot 

but feel that someone, outside the im- 

mediate criminals in the case of the two 

' British sergeants, must have known 
' something about where these men were 
' in hiding, yet no word reached the Pales- 
‘tine authorities, $0 far as I am awale, 
' and nothing was written. I believe that 
is due to the fact that moderate Jewish 
| opinion and the moderate leaders of the 
Haganah are frightened to give informa 

_ tion, even if willing to do so and, in 
- support of that theory, 1 would quote 
" the case of rath May this year, when two 
British men of the C.1.D. were lying 
dying after being. shot in’ the streets: of 
Jerusalem, while ‘members of the. Jewish 
- community passed by on: the other side. 
I do not believe that the Jews are a 
craven race, but I believe this attitude 
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[Brigadier Mackeson. ] 

if they had crossed the street, they would 
have been shot or their loved ones would 
have suffered from their helping these 
dying Britons. I feel very strongly 
that this fear must be conquered, or the 
future of the Jews in Palestine will consist 
in being run by a small Gestapo. A 
great deal has been said by 60 or 70 
Jewish hon. Members of this House on 
benches opposite who hold Zionist views, 
and the case has been put in another 
place, though, perhaps, not quite so 
strongly. I do not feel that His 
Majesty’s Government have really paid 
sufficient attention to the present situa- 
tion, to the British personnel involved, 
both police and troops, in Palestine. I 
know that the right hon. Gentleman is 
as anxious as anybody else, but their 
position has now become intolerable and 
the Government must bear a very heavy 
share of that burden. 


What is the position at the moment? 
So far as I can make out, we now have, 
in round figures, between 80,000 and 
100,000 troops in Palestine. I will not 
attempt, for security reasons, to give the 
exact number, but that figure has been 
widely bandied about in the Press. Since 
the present Government took office, 79 


milit ersonnel have been killed and 
dU ‘wouhded, 40 policemen have been 


killed and 69 wounded, while the civilian 
casualties have numbered 16 killed and 
Io wounded. That comes to about 400 
British casualties. Now, we have reached 
the final climax, in which Sergeants 
Paice and Martin, with their hands tied 
behind their backs, have been hung, 
struggling and gasping, in a noose and 
have died the most horrible death. The 
anxiety in more than one hundred thousand 
homes in this country is now very great, 
and I believe that.the odium for these 
events must fall heavily on the terrorists 
in Palestine, though I cannot exonerate 
the Government or the Party opposite of 
a large share of responsibility. I say 
that for three reasons, which I will 
explain: 


First, because of the election pledges 
nade to the Jewish community in the 
vorld by responsible Ministers who were 
Members of the Coalition Government, 
vho must have had the facts at their 
disposal, and who must have known the 
effect. on the Middle East when their 
Pledges were made. They must have 
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known the effect that would have been 
caused in the Middle mee ae their 
pledges been immediately 1 vmented. 
When it was clear that the pledges were 
not going to be honoured, world Jewry 
began to feel resentment and disillusion- 


ment, and that turned to abuse, and, 
abuse has now turned into open attac’:. — 


These attacks, however, de not consist of 
what we would understand by attack; they 


consist of the cloak and dagger and~ 


everything appertaining to such matters. 


Secondly, I believe that the Govern- 
ment delayed too long in reaching a 
settlement, difficult though that was. 
Two years have passed and the Foreign 
Secretary has completely failed to reach 
a solution of this question or to implement 
his pledge to find a solution. , I myself 
find it rather difficult to understand who 
is responsible for this, and whether it is 
the Colonial Secretary or his right hon. 
Friend the Foreign Secretary, but one 
thing which I am absolutely clear about 
is that the Cabinet and the Government 
as a whole hold this responsibility and are 
answerable to this House for the lives of 
our men in Palestine. 


Thirdly, I believe that there has been 
some vacillation and weakness in handling 
the internal affairs of the Palestine situa- 
tion. I make no reflections on the men 
who are serving or on those who lead our 
troops in Palestine. They have stood a 
strain which no other army in the world 
would stand. Any other army would have 
broken out in the most frightful outrages. 
Though there may have been some minor 
ones here and there, I think we can say 
that, if any other army than ours had 
been put under that strain, it would have 
been doubtful whether they would have 
acquitted themselves so well. 


To return to the first of the three 
reasons I gave—the broken election 
pledges—in 1944, the present Prime 
Minister, who was then the Deputy 
Prime Minister, with full access to all 
Government secrets, supported, as the 


‘leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party, 


the report of the National Executive of 
the Labour Party, which said: 


““There is neither sense nor meaning i 
* Jewish National Home’ unless we an pte 
pared to let Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny 
land in such numbers as to become a major- 
ity. Let the Arabs be encouraged to move 
out as the Jews more in.’’ 


I believe that the present Prime Minister, 
for whom I have great respect, made a 
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_k* error of judgment when he made that 
pid snecy, and I can only think that he 
must have done it for vote-catching 
reasons. | 


Mr. Sydney Silverman (Nelson and 
Colne): I hope the hon. and gallant Gen- 
tleman will appreciate that it is important 
that it should go on the record that the 
first part of that quotation goes far 
beyond what the Prime Minister said? 


Brigadier Mackeson: I am simply giving 
what the Prime Minister supported. 


Mr. Silverman: But the sentence about 
the Arabs moving out as the Jews move 
in? 

Brigadier Mackeson: That is the atti- 
tude taken up by the hon. Member’s 
party, and it surprises me, having some 
slight knowledge of the Middle East, that 
anybody having knowledge of the Middle 
East should have used the word 
“ encourage.’’ Surely, ,the most candid 
thing to do would be to use the word 
“ eviction ’’? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
followed that up at the Labour Party Con- 
ference in May, 1945. He said: 

““Last December the conference accepted 
and welcomed, without even the challenge of 
a card vote, the document entitled °The 
Post-War International Settlement.’ That 
stands as the policy of this Movement and of 
this Party, and in that document there is a 
Clear and definite statement regarding Pales- 
tine and the Jewish people. This Party 
has laid it down and repeated it, so recently 
as last April . . . that this time, having 
regard to the unspeakable horrors that have 
been perpetrated upon the Jews in Germany 
and other occupied countries in Europe, it is 
morally wrong and politically indefensible to 
impose obstacles to the entry into Palestine 
now of Jews who desire to go there.” 

I will not weary the House with other 
extracts from Labour Party speakers, but 
will confine myself to this statement that 


“the Jews, if they so wish, must enter this 


tiny land in such numbers as to become a 
majority.’’ 

That is contained in the Labour Party’s 
Notes for Speakers issued during or before 
the General Election in 1945. The Lord 
President of the Council, as'a member of 
the Coalition Government and as the 
Party organiser must have known the 
effect of that statement. That has done 
a great deal of harm: it is an aggravating 
Cause, and it is time that the Government 
and the party opposite told the country, 
World Jewry and the Arab world where 
34 H 33 
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they stand. I do not know where they 
stand, and I do not believe that they 
know themselves. 


It was said in one of these statements 
that there might be some question of ex- 
panding Palestine, the Transjordan or 
Egypt. There was never any chance of 
the Egyptians, the Syrians or the new 
State of Transjordan accepting such an 
expansion. I think that a further state- 
ment should be made, and that it should 
be made clear to the world as a whole 
that there are tens of thousands of unfor- 
tunate Jewish people who are in fact 
hostages in the large Arab cities in the 
Middle East. Their future worries me just 
as much as does the future of our own 
troops. I would say to the three right 
hon. Gentlemen, that, unless they change 
their attitude and tell us where they stand, 
I can only say of each: 

““ His vows are lightly spoken, 

His faith is hard to bind, 


His trust is easy broken, 
He fears his fellow-kind.’”’ 


Turning to the second charge, that of 
procrastination, I do not know how much 
that has cost this country—perhaps {100 
million during the past two years. But 
when we were elected to this House in 
November, 1945, the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Foreign Secretary announced the 
appointment of the Anglo-American Com- 
mittee of Inquiry. On 2oth April, 1946, 
the Committee reported. In June and 
July the report was examined by repre- 
sentatives of this country and the United 
States who made recommendations, which 


they were prepared to accept, and which © 


the right hon. Gentleman the Lord Presi- 
dent of the Council put before the House 
on 31st July, but which differed from the 
Anglo-American Report. In the autumn 
of 1946, a conference took place which 
was arranged by the Jews and at which 
the Arabs attended. Finally, on 25th 
February, 1947, after the conference had 
broken down, the Government announced 


their decision to refer the matter to 
U.N.O. 


I want to know how we stand in con- 
nection with this reference to U.N.O. On 
25th February the right hon. Gentleman 
was asked by my right hon. Friend the 
Member for West Bristol (Mr. Stanley) 
whether we were Pledged to accept the 
decision of U.N.O., whatever it might be. 
I think we ought to have an answer to that 
question before we rise for the Summer 
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Recess. The last time that this subject was 
raised, it was rather talked out. In 
another place, the right hon, Gentleman's 
predecessor said he could not imagine His 
Majesty's Government carrying out a 
policy which it did not approve. I do 
not know what is going to happen if 
U.N.O. produce a policy which we do not 
like. Surely, we must know whether we 
are going to stand alone, and whether 
we are going to use the veto or not. 


I want to ask the right hon. Gentleman 
another question. Will he say that no 


“decision on this question of Palestine will 


be taken without a full debate in this 
House of Commons? If things g° wrong, 
it will not only be a question of the un- 
fortunate emigrants in Europe and of 
British troops suffering, but the whole of 
the Middle East may be set ablaze. . This 
House has a responsibility, and I think 
we should be assured that an opportunity 
will be given for a full debate before any 
irrevocable decisions are taken. To revert 
to the late Colonial Secretary, all that 
could be extracted from him in another 
place was his advice to their Lordships to 


« wait and see.” 


The immediate problem is that of our 
troops in Palestine. I will not go back 
before 31st January this year when we 
had our last Debate on Palestine, and 


when my right hon. and hon. Friends on 


this side of the House asked for firmer 
action in connection with the outrages 
which had taken place. It was a very 
short time before extremely serious events 
took place. The Goldsmith’s Officers’ 


Club was attacked during the past SIX 


months, and that was about the most 
serious episode; 18 were killed and 85 were 
injured. ° There was also, of course, the 
attack on Acre Gaol. 


I was in Malta shortly before one of 
these episodes and I can tell the House 
that after it had taken place—a British 
officer had been whipped—an article 
appeared in one of the local papers in 
which it said: . | 

“We will get our own way, even if it 
means beating British officers.”’ 

Since that time there has been a certain 
stiffening in the attitude of the right hen. 
Gentleman and the Government. After 
the explosion at the Officers’ Club, certain 
areas were made controlled areas. 1 want 
to ask the right hon. Gentleman why, in 
two cases, controlled areas were declared 
34 H 34 
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and then called off. I believe that, in the 
case of the Officers’ Club, the reason ave, 
that evidence was given by certain jews 
which ‘enabled arrests to be made. That 
appears to be a reasonable action, but 
when we come to the question of those 
poor men, Sergeants Paice and Martin, 2 
very different state of affairs seems to 
exist. These men were kidnapped on 13th 
July, as hostages for young Jews under 
sentence of death for murder. 


Mr. S. Silverman: No, not for murder. 


Brigadier | Mackeson: They were 
kidnapped as hostages. 


Mr. Silverman: The hon. and gallant 
Gentleman said that they were under 
sentence of death for murder, whereas, 
in fact, they were under sentence of death 
for having made an attack on the Acre 
Prison in which no lives, except their own, 
were lost. 


Brigadier Mackeson: The hon. Gentle- 
man is perfectly right. I withdraw that 
statement entirely. But, anyhow, these 
two British sergeants were kidnapped, 
and Nathanya was declared a controlled 
area on 13th July. That control was 
taken off on 26th July, and, on or about 
that date, several other incidents 
occurred which included two soldiers 
being killed by a mine, an officer being 
injured by another mine, a railway 
bridge near Benyamina being blown up, 
and an unsuccessful attempt being made 
on the Cairo-Haifa passenger train in the 
Nathanya area. On 31st July these two 
soldiers were found hanged near 
Nathanya. Why put on these controls 
and then take them off before those two 
soldiers were found hanged? I hope 
there is an explanation. Why put con- 
trols on and off or declare martial law 
and cancel it before it has achieved its 
object? 

Why have the Jewish mayors been 
arrested? Has additional information 
come to light which has made it obvious 
that ‘these people were co-operating with 
the Irgun, or the Stern gang, or other 
terrorists? Why have they been suddenly 
pulled in and treated as the supporters 
of terrorists in Palestine? The country 
has been gravely shocked. I want to ask 
the right hon: Gentleman if he intends 
to employ the same policy in regard to 
the use of British troops in Palestine as 
he has employed up to now. It seems 
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t~ me that they are spread all over the 
cultitry in penny packets, and if, as has 
been said, some young Jews, or, pos- 
sibly, young Arabs, are arrested on any 
charge, any of these illegal organisations 
can, if they wish, pick up an English 
soldier. They can do that very easily if 
the soldiers are searching lorries in ones 
and twos. Far be it from me as a very 
humble soldier to express an opinion, 
but I believe that the principle of con- 
centration is a much better one than the 
Principle of dispersion. I believe that 
the tcoops should be withdrawn from 


immediate contact with the population, 


that they should be used to, cordon the 
big Jewish cities, and that transport 
should be confined to convoys going in 
and out at prearranged hours on permit. 
Would it not make it more difficult for 
the extremists if the use of taxis and pri- 
vate cars was forbidden for a period after 
such attacks? 


I am convinced that the mines used in 
these outrages have been laid by people 
driving down the roads and not by people 
walking across the country carrying the 
mines with them. I am convinced that 
the terrorists have been able to use cars 
and taxis and that this should be stopped. 
They are some of the things which are 
causing most casualties. I can under- 
stand the reluctance of any British 
Government to impose collective fines or 
collective punishment of any sort. 
Through the long turbulent history of the 
North-West Frontier of India, it has 
always been a moot point, but I must 
remind the right hon. Gentleman that 
before the war, during the Arab rebellion, 
when I was there, collective fines were 
imposed and houses were blown down, in 
a somewhat ruthless manner. Why is it 
that the first Jewish house has only now 
been blown down? Why take this decision 
now, so late? If it is a right decision, as 
presumably the Palestine Government 
think it is, why was not it taken as a 
Salutory step earlier? I want to ask the 
right hon. Gentleman this question; I am 
not quite certain if I have got it right 
or not. I understand from the Press that 
a 3d. tax has been put on petrol as a 
result of these attacks on the Haifa oil 
installations. Surely, that is a collective 
fine, which, as it happens, will fall on both 
communities, although in this case there 
seems to be no doubt that only one com- 
munity is guilty. 
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I believe a bold decision has got to be 
taken. in regard to Palestine, because I do 
not think we can afford to have between 
80,000 and 100,000 soldiers deployed in 
penny packets. We must concentrate our 
troops, so that we do not wake up one 
morning and find two more of them hang- 
ing from a tree, and thinking, as we shall 
do, of the misery it will cause in the 
homes concerned. I believe it is neces- 
sary now for economic pressure to be 
brought on the Jewish community as a 


whole—there need be nothing brutal about - 


it—to make them realise that unless they 
can pull themselves together and control 
these extremists, the future of Palestine 
will be’ very unpleasant for anybody who 
does not subscribe to the views held by 
these gangsters—for that is the only word 
we can apply to them. I must repeat 
my question about U.N.O. before I con- 
clude. I want to tell the right hon. 
Gentleman what I thought when I looked 
at the ‘‘ Daily Express.” JI thought of 
the words of the British Legion: 


“If ye break faith with us who die, 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders Fields.’’ 


Next spring, poppies will be growing in 
Palestine, and I beg the right hon. Gentle- 
man to take steps to prevent any more of 
our boys being murdered before those 
poppies flower. 


3:53 P-m. | 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies 


(Mr. Creech Jones): It may be convenient 
to the House if what I have to say is said 
now. I do not complain, of course, that 
at the end of this Parliamentary Session 
the question of Palestine has been raised. 
It is a problem which is always before us 
in our work at the Colonial Office, and it 


is, unfortunately, a tragedy which is - 


always before the eyes of the British 
public. I do not propose this afternoon 
to discuss the administration of the Labour 
Government over the past two years. The 
Foreign Secretary made a speech to this 
House, in which he related the processes 
which had engaged the attention of the 
Government, and the reasons why, with 
the breakdown of the negotiations with the 
Arabs and the Jews, the matter was now to 
be sent to the United Nations. I think the 
reference to the United Nations was done 
with the general approval of the House, 
but we were all conscious, I think, that a 
very difficult period lay ahead of us before 
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_[Mr. Jones. ] 

we could expect a decision or a recommen- 
dation from the United Nations. I think 
we were all conscious that during the 
spring and summer it would be a period of 
very considerable strain and diffi- 
culty, and that there would be 
very grave danger of civil administration 
degenerating possibly to a degree when it 
might not be possible to carry on. 


The appeal that was made in this 
interim period, that the parties concerned 
should show some restraint, unfortunately 
brought no response from the Jewish 
terrorists. It was unfortunate, tco, that 
what was called illegal immigration was 
condoned and actively assisted by Jewry 
not only in Palestine but in other parts of 
the world. In this period since reference 
to the United Nations, terrorism has piled 
tragedy on tragedy, and outrage has suc- 
ceeded outrage, with grievous loss of life 
not only to British soldiers but also to 
Arabs and Jews alike. If I may say So, 
it has brought about infinite harm and loss 
of good will to the Jewish cause, and we 
are all experiencing how strong is the re- 
action of British opinion in our own 
country to these outrages. All of us have 
received the most passionate and indignant 
letters urging that strong steps should be 
taken to repress this evil in Palestine. 
Among the British public there is fierce 
questioning as to the burden and cost to 
Britain, and the tragedy involved by 
Britain continuing to shoulder this inter- 
national liability. I believe that Britain 
has honestly and disinterestedly tried to 
work an instrument that has proved to be, 
both to Jew and to Arab, unworkable. Un- 
fortunately, there is on the part of Jewry 
little disposition to delay until the decision 
of the United Nations is made, lest it be not 
made in accordance with theirown views of 
the situation. I want to say very strongly 
that in this period of difficult and 
dangerous conditions in Palestine, in- 
tegrity and a high standard of administra- 
tion have been maintained unimpaired, 
and I think we owe a great debt to the 
Administration for the difficulties they 
have faced, the dangers through which 
they have passed, and the magnificent way 
in which the difficult preblems of maintain- 
ing civil life have been tackled. 


In this period 1,500 Jews a month have 
been admitted into Palestine, nearly 400 
a week; 30,000 over and beyond the 
475,000 laid down in the notorious White 
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notorious?” | It is notorious for 
reason that it is a bone of fierce Con- 
tention. Repeatedly in these dis- 
cussions we are brought back to the terms 
of the White Paper, and it has assumed 
a notoriety in all our discussions with 
Jews and Arabs alike. But I do want to 
make it clear that the terms of the White 
Paper in respect of political institutions 
and immigration have not been invoked. 
Meanwhile, the Cyprus camp has been 
established. It is contributing its quota 
to the immigration into Palestine. More 
recently, 985 orphans from Cyprus have 
been admitted, or are being admitted, 
into Palestine. 


‘So far as the Arabs are concerned, I 
think this House should -note that, in the 
trying conditions of Palestine, they have 
shown restraint. I hope that, even if at 
the present moment they are a little 
afraid, we shall not witness grave demon- 
strations because of their displeasure with 
the somewhat aggressive attitude which 
a minority of the Jews are assuming at 
the present moment. 


Paper. . [Hon Mempers: . “ “: 


Brigadier Peto (Barnstaple): ‘‘ Some- 
what ’’—murdering and killing. 


Mr. Creech Jones: I will come to that 
point in a moment if the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman will allow me. I most em- 
phatically déclare that I regret that the 
Administration of Palestine has not re- 
ceived the full co-operation of the Jewish 
Agency in this period. It was a situation 
in which Palestine and the Jews had 
everything to gain by co-operation. The 
Administration, divorced from the people 
through no fault of its own, had to deal 
with a lawlessness condoned by Jewry. 
So far as terrorism is concerned, the 
Agency in February was invited to assist 
the police in stamping it out. Then and 
since they have publicly declined to co- 
operate. Nevertheless—and I think this 
must be put on the record—Haganah 
have in their own way done, and I hope 
will continue to do, a great deal of help- 
ful preventive work. But I say emphati- 
cally that denunciation and condemnation 
of terrorism are of no value at all unless 
the Jewish community reflect their deter- 
mination by relentless ‘action to rid them- 
selves of this manifest evil. The 
situation in Palestine today is grave and 
extremely difficult, but I want to say, 
emphatically again, that the British 
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2325 Palestine 
aut¥4rities have ‘not flinched from action 
whi. in their judgment, the conditions 
demanded; and they will not flinch from 
any measures calculated to destroy the 
evil, and to restore order and law, and to 
bring to justice the people responsible for 
the hideous crimes committed. 


The High Commissioner has, under the 
Palestine Emergency Regulations, full 
powers to take any action that may be 
necessary for the security of life and 
property in Palestine, with or without 
consultation with London. In practice, 
he has acted expeditiously, and with the 
full approval of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. He has acted in full collaboration 
and harmony with the General Officer 
Commanding, and, in recent events, no 
action proposed by’ the military authori- 
ties has been denied. The powers con- 
cerning the controlled areas enable him 
to suspend, if he thinks fit, civil liberties 
and Government services to any extent 
he may deem necessary. I say that there 
can be no weakening of the powers of the 
High Commissioner in the stern discharge 
of his difficult duties. Neither he nor the 
military authorities seek new powers 
which they have not had in order to cope 
with terrorism or the emergency situa- 
tions which arise in Palestine from time 
to time. : 


Vice-Admiral Taylor — (Paddington, 
South): On that point, would the right 
hon. Gentleman say whether they have 
sufficient troops in Palestine, in view of 
the present situation? 


Mr. Creech Jones; All I can say is that 
the authorities. have all the powers which 
they have asked for in dealing with the 
troubles about them. They have been 
denied no power which has been asked for, 
and so far as I am aware, the military have 
made no representations to us for further 
troops in order to deal with these diffi- 
culties. As I was saying, there can be 
even the complete abrogation of civil 
government—a condition that is unde- 
sirable, though one which cannot be lost 
sight of altogether in a country where 
government is heavily weighted with 
political and psychological problems. 
That is, I suggest, a step which cannot 
be too readily contemplated, but there are 
the fullest and completest powers to pre- 
vent, and to respond to, any situation 
which may exist. The Palestine authori- 
ties have the completest confidence and 
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the fullest support of His _Majesty’s 
Government in London, 


We have heard today. from the hon. 
and gallant Member for Hythe (Brigadier 
Mackeson) something about military 
arrangements in Palestine. I am not com- 
petent to pass judgment as to the manner 
in which the military resources in Palestine 
are used. I can only say that the arrange- 
ments have been discussed with the 
highest military authorities of this coun- 
try; they have been brought into constant 
review in the light of the changing situa- 
tion; and nothing has been done by the 
civil authority to prevent any action which 
the military authorities thought, in their 
wisdom, ‘desirable to take. ° I shall, 
obviously, forward the Debate and the 
views of the hon. and gallant Member 
to the authorities in Palestine; and also, 
of course, to the authorities here, the mili- 
tary authorities in London. But I 
want to say that I cannot imagine that all 
possibilities in handling this difficult situa- 
tion have not been fully explored by the 
authorities on the spot, and in consultation 
with London itself. 


Brigadier Mackeson: I would certainly 
not venture to give military advice to, or 
to insist that my military opinion should 
be considered by the Genera] Officer Com- 
manding in Palestine at the moment. 
What I said was that if the authorities 
are made to disengage the.troops and, if 
necessary, the administration allowed to 
become concentrated, then, in my humble 
Opinion, personnel may be saved. That 
is what I am worried about. 


Mr. Creech Jones: The safety of the 
troops is a matter which has been under 
the constant and very lively consideration 
of the military and civil authorities. The 
disposition of troops has been worked out 
in the light of all the experience and diffi- 
culties they have to surmount. The con- 
tinuation of terrorist activities, notwith- 
standing the efforts of the security forces 
in Palestine, is due largely to the fact 
that the terrorists—a relatively small but 
highly organised and well trained body of 
misguided criminals—operate under the 
cover of the Jewish community in 
general. J think all who have been 
actively employed on this work in 
Palestine—military and civil authorities, 
the police, and all sections who have 
observed the situation—are agreed that 
the problem can be solved less by military 
operations, important as they are, than 
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[Mr. Jones. | r because they have 

by police measures and action by the i ae 

Jewish community itself. Therefore, 

hope that at this moment the Haganah murderers 

will supplement the Government's acti- both military and civi 

vities and continue its own measures in : : 
Vice-Admiral 


the most determined mood. ral 
search was institute 


Mr. Crossman (Coventry, East): If the two unfortu 
Haganah say they are willing to do that, napped. © 

could the Secretary of State tell us whether Sa what measur 
or not they would be armed. That is because it was I 


a question to which we have never had were murdered? 


a clear answer from the right hon. Gentle- 
man, If the Haganah help, will they be Mr, Creech Jones: I want the House 
reciate that security measures are 


allowed to carry arms? ; 


LC € 


in continuous operation 1 Palestine. 

are a continuous process; gsome- 
times areas are cordoned OH, when i0- 
and the Jewish Agency in regard to cO- formation comes to the knowledge of the 
operation with the Administration, but authorities. What happened in the case 
the Jewis y have not replied of these lads was that the searches were 
definitely. 1 operations of the intensified in certain areas where it was 
Haganah cannot be divorced completely suspected they had been taken, but un 
from the Jewish Agency: I believe that fortunately no real knowledge as to where 
a fair amount of preventive work has they were taken was in the possession 
been done by the Haganah. Our own of the authorities. 

Palestine nave ther be : ef Vice-Admiral Taylor: Did the Jewish 
have prevented the out- Agency take any part in assisting to find 
at deal of serious crime. these two sergeants? 

When one at the outrages, let us Mr. Creech Jones: That is a question | 
not forget é d dangers cannot answer directly, except to Say 
which our : that Jewry generally did show enormous 

reat amount of hich concern about the kidnapping of these 
vent. men and, in certain areas, did themselves 


they are able to pre 
moment ago I paid trib try to discover the whereabouts of these 


Administration for its work, men. 
like to pay tribute to the security forces ; ; 
for their magnificent endurance in danger Mr. S. Silverman: Is not it the case 
and hardship. that in certain areas joint search opera- 
tions took place in co-operation between 
Since the prutal murders occurred, @ the military and the Haganah? 


number of further steps have been taken 
s; My hon. Friend is 


in Palestine to strengthen the general 
arches and pe That did happen. Cer- 


Jews generally 

f£ some have not 
on examina- 
felt that 

blindly 


Mr. Creech Jones: There have been dis- 
cussions between the High Commissi 


d on in suspec . have been 

ve been brought under been adopt 
control; some buildings have been tion in Pal 
demolished, and the property of unlawful they do not ac 
organisations has been seized. The hit the innocent and al 
Revisionist Youth Organisation has been escape, 
suppressed because it was believed to be degenerate 
a breeding ground for young terrorists; But there is no irreso 
and its journal has been suppressed also. with the evils as severely as 0 
A number of mayors, and some 40 others, + It is difficult for me to add very 
have been detained—chiefly Revisionist hich have been taken 
members of Jewry—because of their the author maintaining their 
known association, sometimes _ their security arrangements. I want the House 
contact, and sometimes their activities to believe that we are not irresolute, We 


33 H 38 


situation whic 
worse. 


: Se" 


oN 


} ay 


ONS 


woaNoT ‘ 
391440 G40938 JITEAd 3HL 40 LH9 18Ad09 


> YQ 


2329 Palestine 
a3" fiercely determined to play our part, 


as «ffectively as we can, with all our 
resources, in Suppressing this evil. 


I should like now to express my regret 
at, and to condemn, recent violent expres- 
sions of anti-Jewish feeling in this coun- 
‘try. Provocation elsewhere may have 
been great, but no good purpose is served 
by irrational attacks upon people inno- 
cently pursuing their daily avocations in 
our midst. I feel deeply, as do His 
Majesty’s Government, the horror and 
misery perpetuated by the folly of criminal] 
§roups of Jews in Palestine and their 
abettors elsewhere. But I say to the public 
here that the Palestine authorities have 
our complete: confidence, and that His 
Majesty’s Government will not slacken 
in the stern duties which lawlessness in 
Palestine demands. Our task has not been 
Made easier by the spate of malicious 
abuse and _ vilification against Britain 
which has appeared in some of the 
American and French Press, and the 
bitter, unrestrained campaign pursued by 
Some irresponsible American nationals to 
find the means for making intolerable the 
duties of the United Kingdom in discharg- 
ing her duties under the Mandate. The 
Jewish Agency in Palestine have a respon- 
sibility too, because in their passionate 
criticisms of British policy, they have lent 

themselves at times to the grossest mis- 
representations, 


There can be no solution of the Pales- 
tine difficulties until the immigration prob- 
lem is solved, and the future status of 
Palestine determined. I hope that we 
are nearing that point. We made ever 
effort to speed the United Nations Organi- 
sation in tackling this problem when it 
was referred to them. A Special Assembly 
of the United Nations was called, and a 
Fact-Finding Committee Was appointed. 
We, in turn with the Palestine Govern- 
ment, proffered our evidence to that body, 
and the matter will be discussed at the 
next meeting of the Assembly five or six 
weeks hence, Pending the report of the . 
Committee, it would be unwise and in- 
judicious for His Majesty’s Government 
to make any. pronouncement without 
having studied the Teport and its recom- 
mendations. There is obviously a limit 
to the commitments with which Britain 
can burden herself Overseas. Our sincerity 
as a nation was manifested by our refer- 
ence of the problem of Palestine to the 
United Nations. We are a good member 
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of the United. Nations Organisation, and 
Our record stands high. I have every 
hope that the United Nations will recom- 
mend a line of action which will prove 
acceptable to both Jews and Arabs, and 
will be a guarantee, by international obli- 
gation, of the peace, good order, security 
and development of Palestine. 


6.23 p.m. | 

Mr. Oliver Stanley (Bristol, West); 
When the acting Leader of the Opposition 
first asked for this Debate, the Lord 
President of the Council replied that his 
instinctive reactions were that a debate 
would not do any good. I am very glad 
that the Lord President of the Council 


has had second thoughts, because it is 


unthinkable to me that this House should 


have gone away for two months’ Recess » 


without discussing a matter about which, 
during ‘the last few days, this country has 
been deeply stirred. No doubt my 
experience is that of all other hon. 
Members, namely, that for the first time, 
as a result of the recent outrage, I have 
been having communications from 
ordinary people in my constituency; from 
people who, before this, had taken little 
interest in the Palestine problem on one 
side or the other. It is essentia] that these 
people should realise that the Government 
and this House were just as shocked by 
this occurrence and just as stirred by this 
development, and are just as interested 
in the future of this Palestine problem. 


It is quite true that the recent outrage, 
because it was deliberately surrounded 
by every circumstance of horror—nothing 
was left undone by the criminals to pile 
on the agony implicit in it—has stirred 
this country more than anything else; but 
we must not forget, in our deep sympathy 
for the relatives of these two young 
victims, that there have been no fewer 
than 108 members of the Armed Forces 
and the Police killed in the two years. of 
the life of this Parliament. The whole 
House will support the right hon. Gentle- 
man in his expression of gratitude to and 
admiration for those in the various British 
Services who have been carrying this 
burden in Palestine. Few of us can think 
of a more thankless and more dangerous 
task than that which they have been 
carrying out, the danger which stalks you 
by night and day, from which you can 
never feel relief; thankless because there 
appears at the moment to them to be no 
end and no object, but merely the dreary 
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[Mr. Stanley. ] 
continuance of the sordid murders to 
which they are getting accustomed.. 


- [realise the difficulty which this House 
is in and is bound to be in when it comes 
to discussing a quasi-military situation 
such as this. We in this country obviously 
cannot set ourselves up as military experts 
in contradistinction to those who are in 
charge of operations, nor can we suggest 
with confidence measures which occur to 
us to appear to have been overlooked by 
them. Certainly, none of us would 
attempt on this occasion to try and teach 
to those responsible for law and order and 
for the military operations in Palestine the 
business of which they are past masters. 
But the action of the Services on the spot 
does depend not only upon the powers 
that are given to them by the Government 
at the centre, but also on the general 
appreciation of the situation and‘ of the 
objects which the Government alone can 
supply. | 

Quite rightly, the right hon. Gentleman 
was asked whether the authorities on the 
spot were getting all the powers and all 
the support they require. To that ques- 
tion the right hon. Gentleman has given 
an unequivocal affirmative, and we must 
and do accept his word on that point. So 
much for the powers, but what of the 
appreciation? I cannot help feeling 
myself that the Government do not feel, 
as I do, that within the last few 
months there has been a complete 
and irrevocable change in the whole 
situation in Palestine. When the 
right hon. Gentleman says today, as he 
has done before, that he believes most in 
police measures and that the tasks in 
Palestine are really tasks for the police, 
then it appears to me that he does not 
appreciate this immense change. I feel 
myself that the vacillations of the last two 
years, coupled with the submission to 
the United Nations in the spring of this 
year with no policy of our own, really 
means the abdication of the old position 
to which in no circumst&nces can there 
ever be a return. 


The object of the police is to keep order 
under some form of settled policy. That, 
I believe, has gone. They are now 
occupying a country which, in the main, 
is hostile until a decision is taken else- 
where. That is no longer an operation of 
police; it is a military operation, and 
should be treated as such. It is for that 
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reason—the stoppage of all ordinasy 
transport, the formation of convoys, o 
dropping of penny packets of troops, 
which is all right for a police operation, 
but which is becoming intensely danger- 
ous if looked upon as a military operation 
_that this should now be treated as a 
military operation, in which the object is 
not to maintain comforts, conveniences, 
or the ordinary civil occupations of the 
people of Palestine, but to prevent any 
outbreak of disorders between Arab and 
Jew until a final decision can be taken, 
and whatever new measures are then 
decided upon can he put into effect. I 
beg the right hon. Gentleman and the 
Government to see that until that decision 
is taken our troops and services in 
Palestine are put on a war footing, taking 
no more than the risks of war, and that 
we do not add to that an attempt to live 
a life of peace in the middle of what has 
become a hostile country. 


The right hon. Gentleman, in his 
speech, referred to the question of the 
Jewish Agency and the Haganah. He 
said that the Haganah had done helpful 
preventive work. Well, neither the pre- 
vention nor the help have been very 
obvious to the ordinary observer in this 
country —— 


Mr. S. Silverman: How could it? 


Mr. Stanley: I will tell the hon. Gentle- 
man how preventive work could have 
been helpful. It could have been help- 
ful at any time within the last two years. 
Whether it can still I am not so sure. 
At any time until recently, if the Haganah 
and the Jewish Agency, by real Co- 
operation with us, by dropping con- 
ditions, the desire to negotiate as equal 
partners, the feeling that they must 
maintain their position as a State within 
a State, had given to the people in charge 
of Palestine the information which was in 
their possession, the whole of the ex- 
tremist movements, the Irgun and Stern 
gangs, could have been wound up once 
and for all. It would not only have 
saved British lives and .made our 
problem easier, but would have made 
easier, in the future, the problems of the 
Jewish Agency and the Haganah them- 
selves. 


Mr. Crossman: I appreciate the right 
hon. Gentleman’s point, but does he 
realise that at the time when Haganah 
was ready to do this, we undertook, in 
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‘Tage of last year, the complete destruc- 
SF oi Haganah? We raided their arms 
dumps, but we did not attack Irgun. We 
put them all in prison, and the St. 
David’s Hotel went up. Surely, it was 
a bit late to ask after that that they 
should come to us and say, ‘‘ Here are 
the arms dumps, arrest us again.”’ 


Mr. Stanley: There were many oppor- 
tunities before this time last year when 
Irgun could have been destroyed finally 
with the help of the Jewish Agency. 
There were opportunities which occurred 
at that time, when,: I sincerely believe, 
the Jewish Agency and Haganah dis- 
approved of the-activities of the Irgun. 
The hon. Gentleman has selected a 
moment when Haganah appeared to take 
sides with Irgun, and joined with 
them 


Mr. S. Silverman: Cite one case. 


Mr. Stanley: I ask the hon. Member to 
ask his own Government, which published 
a White Paper which gave them convinc- 
ing proof that Haganah had been respon- 
sible for outrages. We have been assured 
on several occasions since then, by the 
Minister, that the Agency or Haganah 


were co-operating. At any of those 
periods, by real co-operation and a frank 
disclosure of all information, I believe that 
the terrorists could have been brought to 
an end. 


May I come back to the point I was 
making when the hon. Member for Nelson 
and Colne (Mr. S. Silverman) interrupted. 
I believe that the chief sufferers from this, 
in the long run, will be the Agency them- 
selves. They have allowed to grow up a 
monster which will end by destroying 
them, as it has already destroyed a great 
deal of the support which they were 
receiving before from the outer world. It 
may now be too late. It may be that this 
movement has gathered strength now, 
and achieved a position where it is no 
longer easy or possible for Haganah to 
help in their destruction. For the sake of 
the Jewish cause, I hope that for the first 
time real, open, complete, co-operation 
will now be given to the Government 
which will make no conditions, strain at 
no difficulties, and which will accept the 
necessity of putting an end to the people 
who are dragging its name in the mud. 

I would like now to come to the question 
of illegal immigration. I know the 
strength of the feeling there is in Jewish 
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circles upon this subject. Here, again, 
quite apart from the illegality of the action 
of the immigrants, I cannot help thinking 
that it was foolish on their part, and on 
the part of Zionist organisations all over 
the world, so completely to ignore the 
appeal made, not by us, but by the 
United Nations, to stop this immigration 
during the hearing of the case. They have 
chosen not to do so. They have chosen to 
go on for these few months with what is 
not so much a humanitarian object, as it 
has been in the past, over so many years, 
as action with the intent of forcing 
incidents and strengthening, in some way, 
the case they are putting before the United 
Nations. I believe that they would have 
strengthened their case much more if they 
had been content, during these few 
months, to respond to the request of the 


United Nations themselves. 


But I confess that I am not very happy 
about the treatment by the Government 
of this question of illegal immigration. 
It seems to me to have been characterised, 
in the last few months, by a good deal 
of vacillation and a considerable lack of 


. foresight. When it was decided to send 


to Cyprus the illegal immigrants, and from 
Cyprus to give them a proper place in 
the admitted quota for Palestine, the 
Government, to that extent, were con- 
doning illegal immigration, or making it 
plain that such immigration carried no 
great penalties. Suddenly, without mak- 
ing any announcement that henceforth 
this plan was to be abandoned, and that 
there was to be no back door through 
Cyprus into Palestine, one ship was 
stopped. The announcement was then 
made that these people would be taken 
back to their port of departure. I do 
not quarrel with that policy, although, I 
think, it should have been announced 
beforehand, and everyone should have 
known exactly what was to happen. 
What does surprise me is to learn that, 
after that action had been taken, there 
have been, I think, two ships arrested and 
sent back to Cyprus. The only reason 
I can gather for that is that they did not 
know from what port these ships had 
come. If that is the reason, I think that 
they had only to inquire of any news- 
paper in this country to have been told 
exactly the ports from which these ships 
had left, both of them, I understand, in 
North Africa. 

With regard to the people who were 
returned to France, everyone must have 
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foreseen that the probable action would 
be that they would refuse to leave the 
ships, and one would have thought that 
there would have been some plan to take 
care of a situation of that kind, instead 
of which we have had the rather lament- 
able sight of these people sitting in these 
ships outside Port Bouc for three weeks. 


Mr. Michael Foot (Plymouth, Devon- 
port): Can the right hon. Gentleman say 
precisely what he would do with the 
people on the ships? 


Mr. Stanley: I am prepared to say what 


I myself would do. I feel, however, that: 


it is more important that the Government 
should have had a plan as to what they 
were going to do. Quite frankly, I should 
have taken them not to Cyprus but to 
some other port within our control, and 
have made it plain, when landing them 
there, that far from acquiring a right to 
take part in the quo‘a to Palestine they 
had sacrificed any immediate chance of 
getting a proper permit. I would remind 
the hon. Gentleman that I am not the 
Government. I am anxious that he should 
put a similar question to the people who 
have the responsibility-—— 


Mr. Foot: I will, if I get a chance. 


Mr. Stanley; —and who should by now 
be in a position to tell us exactly what was 
going to happen. No one can wholly dis- 
sociate, or even partly dissociate, the 
question of outrages and security which 
we have been discussing from the question 
of policy which, at the present moment, 
we are not able to discuss. The right hon. 
Gentleman said that the reference to the 
United Nations had been supported by 
all Members in the House. That was 
only partially true. It was only supported 
by me, and I think by most of my hon. 
Friends on certain conditions which were 
not fulfilled. First, there should be some 
speed-up in the machinery of the United 
Nations, because anyone could foresee 
that the intervening months were bound 
to lead to. the kind of situation that we 
have seen. Here we are in August—— 


Mr. Creech Jones: May I point out to 
the right hon. Gentleman that every effort 
was made to speed up the machinery; 
indeed, a special meeting of the Assembly 


- was called? . 


Mr. Stanley: My only answer to that 
can be that these ‘‘ every efforts ’’ have 
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not resulted in very much. It is now 
August, and they have not to report Vai 

September, and it may be two or three 
months before this matter can be con- 
sidered. That was not the only condition 
to which I referred. There was another, 
and, to me, a much more important one. 


I felt, and still feel, that with no guidance 


from us and no expression of views on our 
part, it is almost inevitable that, when we 
have waited the full nine months, there 
will, in fact, be no agreement, no new 
policy, and we shall be where we were. 

We have all of us followed the pro- 
ceedings of the Commission in the last 
few months. They must have been ex- 


tremely familiar to hon. Members oppo- 


site. The same evidence was given by the 
same people; the same places visited with 
the same photographs—just the same as 
with: every other Commission that has 
gone to Palestine in the last 15 years, and 
T think that we must be optimistic indeed 
if we think that, when the time comes in 
October or November, there will emerge 
from the United Nations some new agreed 
‘solution which can be immediately put 
into effect. What I suggest we should 
have said at the start is: ‘‘ This is our 
plan and this is what we believe to be 
best in Palestine. Consider it, discuss 
it, amend it if you like. We are only 


too anxious to discuss it with you, but . 


if you do not feel that we are right, and 
if you yourselves want to do something 
quite different, we surrender to you the 
Mandate.’”? Had that statement been 
made in the spring it might have had 
some effect. It was not made. We shall 
face, in October, I am sure, the actual 
situation that so many of us foresaw, and 
we will have to make our decision and 
announcement then. 

I have been for a long time a firm 
believer iri one particular solution in 
Palestine. I realise, as every one of us 
realises, what tremendous changes have 
come in the last two years, and how a 
solution which might have been possible 
two years ago is becoming less and less 
practicable today. I do not mean to 
pretend for one moment that I still have 
the certainty that I had two years.ago, 
nor that my doubts and fears are not much 
greater today than they were even one 
year ago. So faras Iam concerned, I see 
only one alternative to partition. If par- 
tition is not found to be practicable, there 
is only one alternative to partition, and 
that is evacuation. 
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«t2Jo not believe that this country can 
cth€inue to carry alone a burden in blood, 
in treasure, in work and labour in Pales- 
tine, on anything like the same lines as 
for the last 20 years. After all, the chief 
interest in Palestine today, with all the 
alterations that there have been in world 
strategy, is the interest in the peace of the 
area. The people chiefly interested in 
peace in the Middle East are the United 
Nations. If they have an interest, let 
them do something to carry the burden as 
well. I believe that is the choice with 
which the people of this country are bound 
to be faced within the next few months, 
and our task is to try to maintain the 
security of life and of property in Pales- 
tine until that decision has been taken. 


No one, I think, can complain of the 
attitude of the Opposition on this ques- 
tion. I was not here myself, but I am 
told that the Attorney-General, speaking 
this morning, twitted the Opposition with 
always making party capital out of every 
point. I will not attempt to correct the 
Attorney-General. To try to do anything 
to relieve his massive ignorance would be 
like ‘‘ Mrs. Partington ’’ trying to sweep 


back the Atlantic with a broom. It was. 


a question on which a great deal of party 
capital could: have been made and hon. 
and right hon. Gentlemen opposite have 
not been entirely guiltless in this matter. 
It could have led to continual debate and 
it certainly would have in the old days 
with another Opposition. We deliberately 
refrained, because we believed that the 
national interest, and, above all, the 
security of lives in Palestine, stood above 
any advantage that could have been 
gained. We do not want the fact that 
we have refrained to be taken any longer 
for a feeling that we are not interested in 
the matter or that we do not feel that a 
time for a definite solution has come. 
That time has come, and when the House 
returns and when the meeting of the 
United Nations is over, the Opposition will 
expect from the Government a definite, 
decisive and final answer as to what their 
policy will be,.and until they get it they 
will take every Parliamentary opportunity 
of bringing the matter before the House 
and he country. 


6.52 p.m. 

Mr, Edelman (Coventry, West): The 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for West 
Bristol (Mr. Stanley), like his hon. and 
gallant Friend the Member for Hythe 
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(Brigadier Mackeson), dealt justly and 
fairly with the problem of Palestine, and 
I should like to say that I share his con- 
cern in the matter though perhaps with 
more personal feeling. It is only three 
months ago since I myself was in Palestine 
talking to men from Coventry who were 
serving in the Forces there, discussing 
with them familiar things at home of 
which they knew. Now one of them is 
dead, killed by the Irgun. I felt when 
I was there that terrorism was something 
that destroyed not only its victims but 
also the cause which it purported to 
defend. At that time the Administration 
in Palestine was preparing an anti- 
terrorist campaign, and I asked the Chief 
Information Officer on my behalf to. de- 
nounce terrorism and to repeat the words 
which I have just used. 


Later on when I heard that one of my 
constituents had been kidnapped in 
Palestine and was being held as a hostage, 
I together with my hon. Friend the Mem- 
ber for East Coventry (Mr. Crossman) 
asked the Palestine Government to put 
out a broadcast calling on every Jew 
to help in finding the kidnapped men and 
in returning them to their comrades. We 
added in our broadcast that the crime 
which they were committing was a crimie 
which would outrage the conscience of 
every decent person whether Gentile or 
Jew. In addition to that we said that if 
that crime were brought to fruition the 
crime would stain for ever the history of 
Palestine. Unhappily our forecast proved 
to be trie, but this Debate, which has 
its origin in the death of two gallant men 
who were performing their duty, will only 
achieve its purpose if from it comes the 


possibility that something will be done to. 


save the lives of the comrades of these 
men who have died. 


I particularly welcome, therefore, today 
the constructive and balanced sugges- 
tions which have been put forward for 
dealing with the situation in Palestine in 
future. The murder of these two sergeants 
cannot be considered in isolation. It is 
part of a vicious circle of blood and 
terror, a sequence of reprisal and counter 
reprisal. I am thinking this’evening not 
of the sporadic outbursts of anti-Jewish 
rioting that has taken place in this country. 
I believe that they are the work of 
hooligans and looters, and when the 
Lord Mayor of Liverpool described them 
as un-British he said all that needed to 
be said about it. I am thinking rather 
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(Mr. Edelman. | - 3 : 
more of the greater reprisals which took 
place in Palestine when five Jews on the 
night of the hanging of the sergeants were 
murdered in a cafe in Tel-Aviv and the 
murders that have taken place since. 
Those murders are part of an endless 
sequence of terror and counter terror. 


_ Brigadier Peto: Would the hon. Mem- 
ber make it clear that it was not the 
troops who carried out the reprisals but 
that it was Arabs who murdered the Jews 
in the Tel-Aviv cafe? 


Mr. Edelman: There were two separ- 
ate instances. The first instance was when 
five Jews were killed in the cafe and the 
murders were committed by men officially 
described as being dressed in uniform. 
Later on there was another crime in a 
cafe near the River Yarkon when five 
more Jews were murdered. 


Brigadier Peto: By Arabs. 


Mr. Edelman: By Arabs, exactly. When 
mentioning this case I should point out 
that these murders were not representative 
of the life and mood of Palestine as a 
whole, The fact is that in Palestine as a 
whole there’is a day to day life going on 
which has little reference to those crimes. 
Moreover, the troops in Palestine and the 
police as a whole are discharging their diffi- 
cult job magnificently. I pay this tribute, 
because I have actually seen them in action 
in carrying out searches and doing their 
day to day jobs. I want to speak par- 
ticularly of the Welsh Guards to whom 
every Jew I met in Palestine was willing 
to pay tribute. All of these men are 
carrying out their job under difficulties. 
The administration itself is kept in behind 
barbed wire and has very little contact 
with the rest of the country. The troops 
are hemmed in and by the nature of things 
are separated from the civil population with 
whom they have practically no contact ex- 
cept in discharging their official duties. 
The result is that the tension in Palestine 
has steadily become greater during the 
whole of the period that these unnatural 
conditions have existed. 


I should like to say something about the 
High Commissioner in Palestine, who is 
discharging his most difficult task with 
moderation and fairness. The Jews as a 
whole in Palestine would be agreed in re- 
cognising that, despite all the difficulties of 
the civil administration and despite all the 
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provecations of the terrorists, the igh 
Commissioner has steadily gone al? fd 
with his task of trying to administer the 
country. He, too, has had a major diffi- 
culty, and that major difficulty has been 
that he has not had a policy from London. 
His administration has to be pragmatic 
and has to deal with each day’s circum- 
stances as they arise. He has never been 
able to plan for himself any definite course 
of administration with the knowledge that 
next week or next month he would-have a 
predictable set of circumstances with which 
he would have to cope. 


The thing which causes the greatest 
emotion in Palestine is the question of 
immigration into Palestine, and whenever 
a refugee ship approaches Haifa a 
shudder of feeling passes through the 
whole country. One has to be there in 
order to appreciate exactly what that 
means. There is an immediate stand-to 
and an immediate condition both of 
exasperation and tension; every Jew in 
Palestine, recognising that the boat which 
is approaching is bearing some relative 
of his—however distant that relative may 
be—is in a state of agitation. I felt some 
months ago that the situation in Palestine 
was rather like that of a boiler with very 
high pressure which was continually being 
piled up. The pressure was being. piled 
on by the fact that the immigrants were 
being forced into Palestine in the face of 
resistance by the authorities. One had the 
feeling all the time that something was 
about to explode. | 


When I returned from Palestine I sug- 
gested to my right hon. Friend that until 
U.N.O. had delivered its report it would 
be a far better thing, in the meantime, to 
have a limited but controlled immigration 
which could be deducted from the total 
which U.N.O. might ultimately decide 
rather than have this sporadic, 
unorganised and desperate movement of 
men, women and children into Palestine. 
I felt that if there were this kind of con- 
trolled immigration it would serve as 
some kind of safety valve to that boiler 
with the excessive pressure. I regret very 
much that that was not done. I very 
much regret that instead of that the situa- 
tion continued in which the Agency.con- 
tinued to send ships to Palestine while 
the whole question was being considered 
by U.N.O., and I regret it particularly 
because it has exacerbated a state of 
affairs already inflamed. 
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Agave said that the High Commissioner 
lat#t] a policy and that consequently it 
has been difficult for him to administer 
the country, and I feel that I ought to 
say what I regard as being the policy 


which should be applied in Palestine. 1 - 


am not a Zionist in the political sense: I 
believe that a Jewish State in Palestine 
might, in fact, defeat-its very purpose. 
At the same time, ‘as’ long as all the 
entrances to the countries of the world are 
blocked to immigrants, and as long as 
there are Jews who still lie rotting in the 
refugee camps of the continent, it seems 
to me that Palestine must be called on 
to take a certain proportion of Jews. I 
have always believed that Palestine could 
become a unitary State in which Jews and 
Arabs could live comfortably together, 
and I believe that had it not been for 
political influences that form of a unitary 
Palestine might have been achieved. 
have seen Jews and Arabs working 
together in the Haifa Municipal Council. 
I have seen them working together with 
British administrators—I have in mind 
particularly the British municipal 
engineer; and I have seen Arabs and 
Jews when doing a job which affects them 


together doing it well, successfully and 
happily. 


Therefore, I certainly do not despair of 
Jews and Arabs being able to live 
together, but I think that in the present 
circumstances the form of living together 
may probably have to be some kind of 
federal Palestine in which there will be a 
Jewish area and an Arab area. I hope 
that if that federal Palestine is established 
its treaty relationships will enable Great 
Britain to retain control or influence at the 
Port of Haifa and will give an area of 
cantonment for British troops in Palestine. 
In that way. it should be possible for 
Britain to preserve her essential interests, 
while Jews and Arabs find a modus 
vivendi. 


There have, however, been things 
which have exacerbated feeling in Pales- 
tine and the occurrence of which I regret, 
One of those things seems to me to be the 
arbitrary manner in which the refugee 
ships containing the 4,500 immigrants 
were turned round and sent back to Port 
de Bouc. Whatever else one says about 
that action—whether one beffeves it was 
humane or not—the fact remains that 
from an administrative point of view it 
was inefficient. Surely the Colonial Office 
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should have assured itself before the 
immigrants were returned to Port de Bouc 
that the French Government would con- 
firm in the most categorical terms that 
they were .prepared to assist in their dis- 
embarkation? Quite clearly that has not 
been done, and tonight I want to ask the 
Colonial Secretary where are these 
people going? Are they to be sent to 
Mombasa, as has been predicted, or to 
some .other of our East African 
possessions? Or, will the Colonial Secre- 
tary take a step—which I believe will be 
one which will indicate strength—and, as 
an act of mercy, allow these immigrants 
to enter Cyprus? | 


There are times when an act of mercy 
may be interpreted as weakness, but I 
hope that my right hon. Friend will take 
that action and allow these men, women 
and children to go to Cyprus and to await 
their turn to enter Palestine. I believe 
that if he does so he will win not only 
their gratitude but also the gratitude of 
all people who recognise that whatever 
is the motive of those who organise the 
movement of the illegal immigrant ships, 
the people who are actually conveyed in 
them are merely unfortunate victims. 
When people talk about the racket in hell 
ships I would ask them to remember that 
for a refugee leaving a D.P. camp in 
Europe a so-called hell-ship may seem 
like a luxury liner if he goes to what he 
considers to be home. Conversly if an 
immigrant is turned away from Palestine 
and sent back under the most comfort- 
able circumstances, the luxury liner might 
have for him the appearance and the 
feeling of a hell-ship if he is going into 
an unknown exile. I hope, therefore, 
that the Colonial Secretary will recognise 
that these people who have gone as immi- 
grants to Palestine are people who are 
merely seeking sanctuary. For that 
reason I ask him, as an act of humanity, 
that he will allow them to go to Cyprus 
and their wait their turn. 


Before I conclude, I want to make one 
practical suggestion in connection with 
future relations between the Jews and 
Arabs and our own country in Palestine. 
The question has been referred to U.N.O. 
and I hope that U.N.O. will give a firm 
decision which we shall be able to 
accept. I cannot help feeling that in 
dealing with Palestine successive Govern- 
ments have been rather like a man suffer- 
ing from a disease—a Palestine ulcer— 
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[Mr. Edelman. ] 
who has gone from one doctor to another 
seeking not a diagnosis but the assurance 
that he is perfectly ‘well and that all he 


needs is a rest and to leave matters 


exactly as they are. I hope that this 
time, in referring the matter to U.N.O. 
the Government will accept U.N.O.’s de- 
cision, but here is an opportunity for 
U.N.O. to play a constructive part in the 
development of Palestine. 


I hope that U.N.O. will examine the 
idea of a Jordan Valley Authority in 
which the Jews, the Arabs, our own 
country and possibly the Americans, if 
they are interested, will be represented, 
in order to develop a portion of that 
region so that Jew, Arab, and all who 
are concerned, can co-operate together. 
I believe that is a practical understand- 
ing which the Economic Council of 
U.N.O. can tackle. I hope that that 
suggestion will commend itself to the 
United Nations and that my right hon. 
Friend will take the opportunity of bring- 
ing it to the attention of U.N.O. I do 
not believe that the problem of Palestine 
will be solved by bullets or by troops. 
The major question will be solved by 
statesmanship, but I believe that if that 
statesmanship has not an_ inspiration 
from the Jews, from the Arabs, and also, 
from the Christian nations of that 
brotherly love which was first preached 
in Palestine, it will never succeed. On 
the other hand, if statesmanship has that 
inspiration the Palestine problem can be 
settled, and Jew, Arab and Briton can 
live in amity. 


7.12 p.m. 

Brigedier Peto (Barnstaple): The last 
point made by the hon. Member for 
West Coventry (Mr. Edelman) that a solu- 
tion of the Palestine problem can be found 
in brotherly love may be all very nice in 
theory, but we have not so far seen much 
sign of brotherly love from the terrorists 
who confront our unfortunate British 
soldiers and the Palestine Police. Another 
point which I desire to clear up is that 
the murders to which the hon. Gentleman 
referred are a repercussion or a reprisal 
from the hanging of our two sergeants. 


When I asked the hon. Member about 
the second of the two cases, the murder 
of five Jews in a café outside Tel-Aviv, 
he admitted that that had been done by 
Arabs. The previous case where murders 
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were carried out was by men reported to 
be in uniform. The situation in PatPiine 
today is something like the situation dur- 
ing the Irish troubles from 1918 to 1920. 
Some of the worst crimes of murder at 
that time were carried out by Sinn Feiners 
dressed as British soldiers. There have 
been many cases already, as the hon. 
Member will know, in which Jews have 
been arrested in British uniform. There- 
fore, I do not think that it is good to put 
about the idea that our troops, who have 
been magnificent throughout every trial, 
carried out a reprisal of that sort. 


Mr. Edelman: I was making no reflec- 
tion whatsoever on British troops in 
Palestine. On the contrary, I said myself 
that the behaviour of British troops in 
Palestine has been exemplary. I believe 
that to be the case. So far as the Jews in 
the café in Tel-Aviv are concerned, the 
matter is sub judice and I cannot say any- 
thing about it, except that the Jews were 
killed and that the murders were part of 
a vicious circle of reprisal and counter- 
reprisal which has been going on in 
Palestine for a long time. 


Brigadier Peto: I thank the hon. 
Gentleman for that explanation. I was 
going to réad from a headquarters report 
which categorically denied that any 
British troops were in the town at that 
time. 


Having cleared up those points, I would 
like to deal with one or two others that 
occurred to me while I was sitting about 
during the long hours last night. We 
have heard it admitted by the Colonial 
Secretary today that he was not surprised, 
in fact, that he foresaw, like many other 
people, after the breakdown of the Con- 
ference and the long hiatus between that 
breakdown and any decision by U.N.O. 
of what our ultimate policy shall be in 
Palestine, that there would be a great in- 
crease in terrorist activities. I well re- 
member on 18th February, when the 
Foreign Secretary was making his state- 
ment, that the hon. Lady the Member for 


‘North Hendon (Mrs. Ayrton Gould) said 


in so many words that unless more definite 
action was taken in the interim period 
than had been taken in the past, she could 
foresee only an increase in terrorist acti- 
vities. 

On 31st Jgnuary, during the Debate on 
Palestine, my right hon. Friend the 
Member for West Bristol (Mr. Stanley) 
said that if this matter were referred to 
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incRase in terrorist activity could be ex- 
pected. He went even further and said 
that in his opinion any policy was better 
than no policy. Like other hon, Mem- 
bers, in the discussion during the Debate 
on 25th February I repeated that state- 
ment. Therefore, it is no surprise that 
we have seen this succession, day by day 
almost, and’ cértaitily week by week, of 
the worst sort of atrocity going on in 
the last six months, and culminating in 
this last dastardly murder by the hanging 
or throttling of two British sergeants. I 
blame the Government, for they were 
warned and they foresaw it, and they took 
no.action and gave no lead to the Govern- 
ment of Palestine during that difficult 
period. 


The situation today in Palestine is one 
that no one in any quarter of the House 
can look at with equanimity. It is 
definitely worse, and I heartily agree with 
my right hon. Friend the Member for 
West Bristol that from now on it is 
essential that we should treat this matter 
as a military operation. The time has 
gone, as the hon. Member for West 
Coventry has just told us, in which people 
could live at peace one with the other 
and at the same time see murders going 
on. There was a time, as I said when 
I spoke last on this question, when Arab, 
Jew and British soldier could still live 
side by side in a friendly spirit. In 
present circumstances it is much wiser to 
treat this whole effort as a military opera- 
tion and as the occupation of an enemy 
country. That is as far as I am going to 
deal with the failures of the past, particu- 
larly in regard to the Government in the 
past two years. It is more useful to look 
at the future and to see in what way, by 
any suggestion of ours, we can arrive at 
some helpful solution to the immediate 
problem. | 


I ask the indulgence of the House while 
I look back again upon the Irish question, 
to which I have already referred. Follow- 
ing three years in the last great war, I 
was immediately posted to Ireland, and 
I know a little bit about it. The more 
I see of this Palestine problem, the more 
certain I am that the two situations are 
extremely similar. There are points where 
one might almost believe that the Irgun 
organisation had deliberately copied the 
organisation, metheds and tactics of the 
Sinn Feiners of those days. The two 

34H 47 


 )) 


¥2 AUGUST ‘1047 Palestine 2346 


countries are not dissimilar in size, there 
is a similarity between the number of 
troops occupying the two countries, and 
the tactics are very similar. The prob- 
lems of ambush, murder, beating. up, 
taking hostages, wearing our uniforms, 
and, perhaps the most important, never 
knowing oné’s enemy, are _ identical. 
Never knowing one’s enemy is probably 
the most difficult of these problems for 
the soldier. People have asked me why 
it is that we could beat the Germans and 
yet have all this frightful trouble in 
Palestine. The answer is that one never 
knows one’s enemy and can, therefore, 
never strike until one is struck by him. 
The enemy is not in uniform and one does 
not know if he is carrying arms. It is 
an impossible task for soldiers to carry 
out unless it is treated as a military opera- 
tion, as it was in the end in Ireland. 


It was about December, 1920, that 
Mr. Lloyd George declared martial law. 
There, again, people have often said—I 
have heard the suggestion in this House— 
that it would be advisable to declare 
martial law in Palestine, but the Govern- 
ment of Palestine already have all the 
powers they need without martial law. 
Similarly, many people have really no 
idea what martial law is. There is a very 
easy definition of it at the beginning of 
the Army Act with which I will not 
burden the House now, but it amounts 
in a sentence to the transposing of civil 
law by military courts and the dealing 
with and punishing of any form of crime 
by military courts and not by civil courts. 
The normal consequence of the ‘pro- 
clamation of martial law is the passing by 
this House of an Act of Indemnity. I 
should like to know whether such an Act 
would be helpful in this instance. An 
Act of Indemnity is really to protect all, 
whatever rank, who are carrying out their 
duty from the legal side should they have 
to use force or be guilty of a crime carry- 
ing a civil sentence. We have not passed 
an Act of Indemnity for those occupying 
Palestine. In addition, an Act of Indem- 
nity serves to confirm all sentences passed 


‘by military courts. 


Until I heard the Colonial Secretary, 
I wondered whether the Government and 
the troops in Palestine really felt that they 
have. the full support of this Government 
behind them, and that in whatever step 
they take, they will be supported. That 
was not always so in Ireland, and it has 
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‘not always been so in Palestine. I have 


lived there a little and I know it. If the 
troops have that assurance it gives them 


‘an enormous sense of well-being and of 


confidence to go forward in their duty. 
History has a most curious way of. re- 
peating itself. I remember, that in April, 
920, in Dublin, a police inspector was 


‘murdered by being shot down. I be- 
lieve he was deserted by his colleagues 


while he was being shot. Curiously 
enough his name was Dalton. In April, 


‘1947, an almost identical crime was com- 


mitted outside Tel-Aviv when a police 
sergeant was shot, with. two others, and 
killed. I will not carry the analogy any 


nearer or any further, but these things do 
‘happen, and I would hate to think that, 


for instance, any other member of the 
family of Dalton was likely to be 
destroyed in such a barbarous manner. 


I want to ask the Colonial Secretary 


whether our troops are taking the situation 
seriously enough. From reports that I 


‘have and from what I have read, if the 


‘troops are really taking the matter 
seriously I cannot see how they can be 
kidnapped while bathing. That sort of 
point should be looked into. No good unit 
would allow its men to be kidnapped while 
bathing. My right hon. Friend the Member 
for West Bristol and my hon. and gallant 
Friend the Member for Hythe (Brigadier 
Mackeson) referred to the question of con- 
centration. I firmly believe—though I 
would hate to give advice to the military 
on this—that if we got out of the three 
big centres, Tel-Aviv, Jerusalem and 
Jaffa, leaving the Jews inside them, and 
patrolled outside, had road-blocks, check 
points and a curfew, and allowed vehicles 
to move onlyat certain times and in certain 
densities, we should be more successful in 
controlling what was going on, including 
the movement of arms in and out of the 
cities. I hate_the thought of spreading 
out one’s men and having them murdered 
individually. The last question I shall 
ask is one I asked 12 months ago. Are the 
amenities of our troops in camp 
improved? They were in an extra- 


_ ordinarily poor way, and I have heard 


nothing to suggest that the amenities have 
been improved in the last few months. I 
have not time to go further with these 
questions. 

I would emphasise in conclusion the 
importance of taking the very strongest 
measures promptly, and never relaxing 
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when one has taken them. This cannot 
be over emphasised because, as ev ene 
knows, we will have to re-esfablish 
authority in that country, and prove to 
the Jews and Arabs that as long as we 
are there we are masters. It is well to 
remember, as was said in the last Debate, 
that we are not a bloodthirsty nation nor 
a bloodthirsty people by habit, but when 
a totally unexpected act of violence, and 
probably a cowardly act is used against a 
British subject, it can only be met with an 
act of violence. As Mr. Lloyd George said 
in December, 1920, it is our duty, and the 
duty of the Palestine Government and of 
our troops— ' 

‘‘to intensify their campaign against that 
small but highly. organised and desperate 
minority who are using murder and outrage in 
order to obtain the impossible.’’—[OFFICIAL 
Report, 10th December, 1920; Vol. 135, 
c. 2602.] 

I thoroughly endorse that, and as Field- 
Marshal Montgomery used to say, “I 


x 99 


7.32 p.m. | 

Mr. Lever (Manchester, Exchange): 
I confess to some disappointment in this 
Debate, not because of the pious plati- 
tudes—they were expected—but because 
of the lack of policy shown by the Goy- 
ernment. I confess also to a measure of 
surprise that the House is allowing the 
Government on this issue to get away So 
lightly with two years of planless, gutless 
and witless behaviour which has not only 
cost us treasure in terms of money but 
uncountable treasure in manpower and 
loss of life, all in order to prove that we 
are master of a situation of which we 
obviously are not master, and all for 
some obscure reason made plain not to 
our troops, not to the people of Palestine, 
and certainly not to us. 


I want to know when we are going to 
hear from the Government what their 
policy is in regard to Palestine. The 
House must not allow the Government to 
come here again and insult the House by 
a collection of sayings such as we were 
treated to at the Despatch Box today, 
two years after our Government have 
taken office, and at a time when the 
country faces, the gravest economic crisis 
I think the House is failing in its duty 
unless it gives the Government, and the 
Colonial Secretary in particular, a public 
castigation for the happenings in Pales- 
tine. Two years ago I spoke in a.Pales- 
tine Debate, and I said it seemed to me 
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to go to the United Nations 
organisation. Nothing was done about 
it. Then a commission of realists and 
sensible people, and, as far as one knows, 
completely impartial people, were 
appointed by the American and British 
Governments, It reported what we all 
knew, that the first thing to be obtained 
in Palestine was some pacification. 
Although I have never espoused any 
claims of an exaggerated kind made by 
Jewish Nationalists or Zionists, it seemed 
that a substantial immigration of Jews 
was needed for this purpose. The com- 
mission recommended that 100,000 men 
should enter the country, and the British 
Government refused to allow those recom- 
mendations to be carried into effect. 
Since the passage of two years 100,000 
men have gone into Palestine, and the 
100,000 men are armed British troops. 


We are told that we must not allow Jews 
into Palestine from displaced persons 
camps because that would infringe the 
national sovereignty of the Arabs in Pales- 
tine. I think there is a good deal of per- 
suasive force behind that argument, but if 
anyone inside or outside the House thinks 
that the Arabs of Palestine welcome 
100,000 armed British soldiers any more 
than they would welcome 100,000 Jews, 
or regard it as a less infringement of their 
sovereignty, they are very mistaken. No 
one who understands anything about the 
Arab Nationalist movement, or events in 
the Middle East, can have any doubtsabout 
that. We introduced 100,000 armed 
soldiers, not to pacify the land, but to put 
up a senseless military dictatorship which 
has now existed for some months with in- 
creasing terror. I have never hesitated to 
show my contempt for terrorism and mur- 
der because it is repugnant to me, and I 
hold some old fashioned Socialist views 
about the sacredness of human life. But I 
think all human life is sacred, Jewish, 
British, and Arab lives, and this Govern- 
ment bears a ghastly responsibility by its 
policy in Palestine for Jewish lives, Arab 
safety and future, and above all they have 
a responsibility, which they have not dis- 
charged, for the safety of British troops in 
Palestine, who are apparently there for no 
purpose which has been disclosed to us. 


a that this was a matter which 
ougss 


I will not venture into the fields of 


strategy. I have it on the authority of 


the Leader of the Opposition that we have 
no strategic purpose in Palestine. Then 
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what in Heaven’s name are 100,000 troops 
doing in Palestine at a great cost to this 
country’s labour power, anxiety to 
parents, and costing dollars for their main- 
tenance? I want to ask the Colonial Sec- 
retary what moral or legal grounds we 
have for remaining in Palestine at the 
present time? What is our purpose there? 
Why do we not go out? He may reply 
that it is because of the Mandate, and 
Balfour Declaration, and the like; I am not 
going into that now. But is he going to 
tell me of this military dictatorship in 
Palestine, this police State, this State of 


the flogging block and the gallows—that _ 


we are there with these gentle instruments 
in the interest of the Mandate, and that 
when he supports collective terror in Pales- 
tine and the blowing up of property that 
it is because we are very altruistically hold- 
ing the ring? 

If the Colonial Secretary goes on much 
longer in this attitude to Palestine he will 
cover his hands with more purposelessly 
shed blood than any other Minister of the 
Crown in this generation. There is no 
purpose in risking the lives of troops in 
Palestine nor in coming here with plati- 
tudes about ‘‘ We shall not _flinch.”’ 
Apparently, the Colonial Secretary is pre- 
pared to flinch from nothing save form- 
ing a policy, and that he has been prepared 
to flinch from since he took office, and he 
shares an unenviable record with his 
predecessor in that regard. 


The Government have told us that there 
has been a reaction of British opinion. 
Of course there has been a reaction of 
British opinion, and it has been an un- 


happy reaction of British opinion, and 


one which shows signs of polluting English 
public life with anti-Semitism, precisely 
because the public have not been told 
the facts about the situation in Palestine. 
The troops in Palestine have probably be- 
haved better than any other occupying 
troops would have behaved in similar 
circumstances. My experience of British 
soldiers is that they are about the most 
decent people in the world, and the most 
decent and kindly soldiers, but if anyone 
asks me to subscribe to the repeated 
hypocrisies we hear about the kindly atti- 
tude of the soldiers to the Jews and the 
Arabs in Palestine, I can only be amazed 
at their insincerity. 


When there is a situation in which there 
is one armed soldier to each male adult 
Jew in Palestine, obviously they are not 
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going to get a situation which is going to 
Tend itself to peaceful development— 
terrorism breaks out and helpless, hope- 
Jess and cheated people who have been 
defrauded over the years and seen their 
relatives suffer, lose their balance—the 
Lord President of the Council said they 
picked it up from the Nazis—and I must 
confess that it is not a circumstance best 
calculated to promote stability of judg- 
ment and temperance of behaviour when 
one sees half one’s family murdered in 
cold blood in Europe and the other half 
denied any form of reasonable hope in 
life. | 


Worse than that, when people specula- 
tively and insincerely . promise things 
which they do not fulfil, and continue. to 
vse the carrot and the whip without any 
clear-cut policy to relieve the land of this 
miserable military occupation and the 
sufferings which it has brought the people 
of Palestine and this country, only the un- 
thinking optimist can expect a happy out- 
come. Apparently both sides of the House 
are gradually realising that mere blimpcry 
is not enough, I observe that one hon. 
Member opposite wanted to ‘know if we 


had enough troops in Palestine. 1 sup- 
pose that he will not rest until we have 


as many troops there as the entire number 
of people in the area. I wonder if he is 
serious or whether he is living in a by- 
gone age. Indeed, I often wonder 
whether those who conduct our policy in 
this ‘matter are not living in a bygone 
age. - 


' An hon. and gallant ‘Member opposite 
who has had some experience in these 
matters, says that there is a great re- 
semblance to the Irish situation. I do not 
want to follow him in detail, but there 
are points of resemblance and some of 
difference. If there is a resemblance to 
the Irish situation it is that we did not 
add to the British reputation in the world 
by Black-arid-Tannery, by a stupid mili- 
tary attempt to hold on until it became 
impossible, after we were detested by the 
entire population of Southern Ireland. It 
did not help our future relations with that 
partgf the world. We went too late and 
after brutality. We stayed on in Ireland 
un‘il. we were virtually driven out. © 


Brigadier Peto: We were not driven 


out. We decided, quite wisely at that. 


time, that the right form of solution of 


the’ problem was partition, which is 
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exactly the same solution. which he* “een 


put forward by my right hon.: F.send, 
and has been put forward over ‘the last 
few years by many of us—in the case ‘of 
Palestine, a temporary ‘partition, with the 
hope that ultimately. the two parts ‘will 
come together as one unit. 

Mr. Lever: As far as Southern Ireland 
was concerned, we got out when we. were 
forced out, -because of the impossibility 
of remaining on any terms agreeable to 
British opinion, when it became impos- 
sible to hold the population down any 
longer. . Because we did. not go out when 
we ought to have done, because the House 
was treated to the bellicose nonsense of 
Mr. Lloyd’. George, just as it is now 
treated to the unflinching determination 
of the Colonial Secretary and of those 
who. have no policy at all except un- 
flinching determination has this country 
benefited, have we improved our relations 
with the people of Southern Ireland -or 
the Irish people of America because of 
that senseless cruelty? There are many 
humanitarians who hold my old fashioned 
‘views about the sanctity of human life, 
and who ask whether we gained by in- 
flicting so much misery on so many people 
in Southern Ireland. 


Are we gaining anything by doing the 
same in Palestine at the present time?. . 
want to refer to the. worst murder of all 
that has received some publicity recently, 
that of the two sergeants which has some 
relation to the public reaction. There are 
some aspects of this murder which’ were 
referred to by the right hon. Member for 
West Bristol (Mr. Stanley), certain 
aspects were peculiarly ° loathsome « and 
provocative. I would add too that in the 
eyes-of the desperate section of the Jewish 
population’ of Palestiné the hanging of 
armed Jews, who should be-punished, but 
not by hanging, was no less provocative 
than this to the British people—one has 
to put oneself in the position of the more 
demented and unstable element in ‘Pales- 
tine. | | 7 

At this point I want to deal again with 
the question of British reaction. ‘We 
have to face some of the paradoxes of the 
situation. A: Socialist Colonial Secretary, 


has boys of 17 flogged in Palestine for the. 


carrying of leaflets, inciting Jews to 
violence against the British. It may be a 
good thing, but again I ask, who. profits 
by’ this sort of behaviour? In England, 
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it is perfectly all right for Gentile Fascists . 


to “Ime as many provocative leaflets as 
they*tike telling Gentiles to attack. Jews 


in Britain. Apparently no one is flogged. 


or punished for that. That is one of the 
paradoxes which some people find a little 
difficult to understand. Jews in Palestine 
are flogged for behaviour which is certainly 


_wrong but which does not warrant the 


brutal method used to put it down, 
especially in the case of youths. Here we 
have certain sections of the Press seeking 
to pollute this land by the reactionary use 
of anti-Semitism against people who have 
no possible connection with, or control 
over, the terrorists in Palestine. 
Apparently here the Fascists may with 
impunity issue as much agitation to 
violence as they please without fear of 
any punishment of any kind. 


. I think some mention should be made 
by someone about a picture which 
appeared in the ‘‘ Daily Express ’’ quite 
rightly headed, ‘‘ A picture which will 
shock the world ’’—perhaps not in the 
sense of the hack who affixed that title. 
I wonder why the “‘ Daily Express,’’ in 
spite of its shortage of newsprint, printed 
that picture? Was it that the sentimental 
Mr. Christiansen, the Editor, was anxious 
to bring some consolation and comfort to 
the suffering families of these unfortunate 
men by displaying their freshly-hung 
bodies to public view in an immense photo- 
graph on the front page, or was it specula- 
tive incitement to violence? Was it an 
intention to speculate on the anti-Semetic 
feeling which the ignorant were already 
manifesting because of the brutal murder 
of these sergeants in Palestine. 


Major Legge-Bourke (Isle of Ely): I 
am afraid I cannot remember the date 
or exactly how long ago it was—and I 
have no connection with the ‘* Daily 
Express ’’—but I do clearly remember 
that at least at a time when there was 
an outburst of anti-Semitism in Great 
Britain the ‘‘ Daily Express ’’ made an 
outstanding stand against it. 


Mr. Lever: I wish to be perfectly fair. 
After publishing this piece of provoca- 
tion, about three days later, when the 
obviously guiltless shopkeepers of Liver- 
pool and Cheetham Hill had been the 
victims of violence—one of my _ con- 
stituents who lost his son in the war had 
the pleasure of seeing hooligans break- 
ing his Window—in fairness to them, the 

34K 3 


. 12, AUGUST 1947 - Palestine | 2354 


? 


‘* Daily Express ’’ expressed: reproof two 
or three days after the damage was done. 
I am not .saying that the ‘“* Daily 
Express ’’ did this to speculate on anti- 
Jewish. feeling. It may have been the 
work of some consciousless: and cruel 
hack who cared nothing for the feeling of 


the relatives or the consequences of his | 


action provided that it was good news 
and something which was going to create 
some excitement. I think this is the 
greatest descent from decent journalism 
and good taste that has appeared in any 
British newspaper in my life. I think 
it is to be reprehended. I think that 
even our unflinching administration in 
Palestine should know that the Jews at 
Cheetham Hill, Liverpoot and Leeds have 
no possible connection with events in 
Palestine and that they should express 
themselves more forcibly on’ what has 
happened, especially when it is followed 
up by minnow-like Fascists like the 
gentleman who edits the ‘‘ Morecambe 
Visitor,’’ who goes so far as to incite the 
population of the area to violence against 
the Jews. 7 


I have said what I have-said with a 
deliberate lack of restraint because we 
have been too restrained about what has 
been going on in Palestine, which 1s 
getting us nowhere at all, except bringing 
death and danger for our lads out there, 
and ruin for our economy, because tens 
of thousands of our young men are there 
in these circumstances. Nobody in the 


- two years we have sat in this Parliament 


has told us why they are there, what 
purpose they are serving and what possible 
benefit it is going to be to the people of 
this country to send their lads out to risk 
danger’ and death in this way. Nobody 
has told us that. Nobody has told us 
of one single effort by the Government to 
use any imagination or plan in connec- 
tion with Palestine. I agree with every- 
thing which has been said from all parts 
of the House indicating that our time 
is up in Palestine. We must go, and 
the. sooner wé go the better it will be 
for the people of Palestine and the people 
of this country. 
_ I urge upon the Colonial Secretary to 
go to United Nations now, before we get 
dragged any deeper into the morass of 
vengeance and counter vengeance, and 
deeper into the rivers of blood as a result 
of the planless hopeless approach to the. 
situation. The Colonial Secretary is a 
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Socialist ‘who has spent a lifetime of 
devoted work on behalf of the subject, 
peoples of the Empire. I am not going 
to reproach him with whether he is or is 
not a Zionist. I ‘only know that he has 
given a lifetime of great public service 
as a Socialist. Is he now going to end 
his days as the Minister -responsible: for 
this hopeless’ ruin which is being brought 
upon the Jand of Palestine? Is he going 
to allow the situation to go on from one 
equivocation to ‘another; from - one 
gramophone record of a: prepared bfief 
from the Colonial Office to another? ~ Is 
he going to wait until more people are 
hanged or murdered in some other way? 
Is he going to take responsibility for being 
in Palestine for no purpose which he can 
honestly declare? Are the gibbet; the 
flogging block and the demolition squad 
to be our sole contribution to civilisation 
in the Middle East? «Is he going to crown 
his lifetime of service to socialism by 
doing that? . I ask him to go to the 
Cabinet and to insist that,- when this 
matter goes to Unitéd Nations, Britain 
should take the only honest course left 
and should ask United Nations to relieve 
her of responsibility so as to allow her to 
call out her troops as early as possible. 


There is nothing left for this country in 
Palestine except grief and suffering. There 
is no reward but only prospects of further 
bloodshed for a bad cause. There is no 
mortal basis for our presence and no wish 
on the part of anyone in Palestine that. we 
should remain. We are detested already 
bv both the Arab and the Jewinthe Middle 
East. They want no part of us. They 
do not want us there. What right have 
we to remain? What right have we to 
demand of the people of Britain that we 
should make the sacrifice of their lads who 
go out there to maintain this senseless 
rule? What right have we to ask the 
people of Britain to sacrifice 100,000 men 
from their economy to perpetuate a police 
Sta‘e in Palestine which glenies to the 
people of Palestine every democratic right 


which: we claim for ourselves? This is. 


probably the last chance ‘this Govern- 
ment will have of leaving Palestine with 


some decency and with some semblance 


of dignity before she is irretrievably com- 

mitted: to a hopeless policy. I beg the 

Colonial Secretary, as a Socialist not to 

echo the Foreign Office hacks, to get out 

of Palestine, to go‘to United Nations and 
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ask them to let'us withdraw our troons at 


the earliest possible opportunity sguat 


United Nations can take over responsi- | 


bility. 

7-54 p.m. ikke 5 anne Epeete diet. 
Major Tufton Beamish (Lewes): I 

listened with much respect to the 


moderate speech made by the hon. Mem- | 
ber for West Coventry. (Mr.. Edelman) a. 
little earlier in the Debate. I was in. 
agreement, though not in complete agree-. 


ment, with much of what he said. What 
a contrast his speech was to -the .un- 


balanced and illogical speech made by the 


hon. Member for: the. Exchange: Division 
of Manchester (Mr. Lever). 7 


Mr. Gallacher (Fife, West): It was a 
very good speech. | - 


‘Major Beamish: When listening to his 
criticisms of our military policy in 
Palestine, I thought how interesting it 
would be if we knew exactly what military 
knowledge he had during the war and 
exactly what personal knowledge he has 
of actual conditions in Palestine. With 
one thing which he said—— 


Mr. Lever: I cannot understand very 
accurately the purport of the hon. and 
gallant Member’s remarks. Is he making 


some sort of offensive suggestion that I 
in any way failed in my duty. in the last 


war? If so, will he make it in terms? 


Major Beamish: I made no offensive 
suggestion whatever. I simply said that 
it would be interesting to know—— 


Mr. Lever: I have as good military and: 


Service experience as my hon. and gallant 
Friend. I may have coupled it with a 
little more good taste and better manners 
than my hon. and gallant Friend. |. 


Major Beamish: I made my. remarks 


simply because I feel that those who have 


not'as much military knowledge as those’ 
who ‘are handling affairs in Palestine’ 
should be most careful when they set out 


to criticise. I feel, too, that hon. Mem- 
bers who have scanty knowledge of actual 
conditions in Palestine also should be most 
careful how: they set out to criticise. 


Mr. Lever: Would the hon. and gallant 


Gentleman allow me?. 


Major Beamish: No,.I must go on. | 


Mr. S. Silvermian: Give way. 
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e Deputy-Speaker (Major Milner): 
‘ion. Gentleman is not entitled to 
pt, and may I say that I do not 


think there was any personal reflection 


on the hon. Gentleman in any way? 
Major Beamish rose—— _ 


Mr. Lever: May I ask one question. In 
regard to the criticism which the hon. 
and gallant Member says I have made of 
the military administration in Palestine, 
will he tell me what it was? 


Major Beamish: I can only suggest that 
the hon. Gentleman’ should read his 
speech which, as regards nine-tenths of 
it, was purely destructive of the efforts 
which are being made. I do not propose 
to deal with all the points in what I 
thought was a particularly useless speech. 
I wish to protest that in this Debate there 
is no representative of the War Office on 
the Treasury Bench. It has been made 
clear—and I think it is agreed by both 
sides of the House—that the suppression 
of terrorism is essentially a military prob- 
lem. I fail to understand why we should 
be treated in this somewhat disrespectful 
manner by not having present either the 
Secretary of State for War or his repre- 
sentative, or in the absence of both of 
them, perhaps even the Minister of 
Defence. The last Palestine Debate 
which we had was, very laregly incon- 
clusive. I very ‘much fear that this 
Debate may also be somewhat 
inconclusive. | 


I want to deal with two general sub- 
jects. The first is the question of illegal 
immigration which has already been 
touched upon. The second is one which 
I treat with some deference. It relates 
to the military measures being taken at 
present to suppress terrorism in Palestine. 
The hon. Member for the Exchange Divi- 
sion of Manchester seemed to overlook 
completely the fact that His Majesty’s 
Government have a duty to the United 


Nations to govern in Palestine and to 


maintain law and order in that country 
and, thus, to enable economic life to 
proceed as normally as possible. In re- 
gard to illegal immigration, inevitably I 
must ask a certain number of questions. 
The reason. I propose to do that is -be- 
cause I feel that this House has been 
kept in the dark regarding the situation 
in Palestine. I understand that the cost 
of maintaining the. Jews in Cyprus is 
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about £45,000 per month. We should be 
told who is: paying this very large sum. 
Is the cost falling entirely on the Jewish 


community or is the Arab community in. 
Palestine being asked to bear a part of the 


cost through some form of taxation? 
Mr. S. Silverman: Why not? 


Major Beamish: I am simply asking for 


information. I propose, with the hon.’ 


Gentleman’s courtesy, to make my speech 
in my own way; it may be that he will 


be fortunate enough to catch your eye 


later, Mr. Deputy-Speaker. Irgun claim, 
I believe, that 33 illegal immigrant ships 
have set out for Palestine since early in 


1946, but the Colonial Secretary said re- 


cently that 25 ships—a difference of eight 
—had set out between November, 1945, 
and roth March, 1947. Will the Govern- 


ment tell us whether, to their knowledge, 


any ships carrying illegal immigrants 
actually got to Palestine and discharged 
their passengers? So far as I know, that 
has not yet been made quite clear. I 
would also ask the Government, and this 


is not a fantastic idea, whether, as far as: 


they know, illegal immigrants have 
gained entry into Palestine by means of 
aircraft. It is easy to imagine that two 
aircraft each night could put immigrants 
into Palestine at the rate of 1,500 per 
month, and I hope we may be told 
whether there is any information in re- 
gard to that. 


Immigration from Europe is highly 
organised, and, when I was in Austria 
and Germany earlier this year, I visited a 
considerable number. of Jewish camps, 
and it was well-known in those countries 
that staging camps of one sort or another 
existed for this illegal movement towards 
Palestine. I visited Jews who were in 
camps in large numbers, and I found that 
many of them were unwilling to do a job 
of work. I also found, although I raise 
no objection to it, that they were better 
fed and better clothed than any other dis- 
placed persons in Austria or Germany, 
but that fact is due to the kindness of 
world Jewry. As I understand it, when 
they arrive in Austria or Germany, Jews 
are specially treated, in direct contrast to 
other displaced persons. For example, if 
a Pole from Poland, who .is politically 
persecuted by the Communist regime 
there, arnives in. Germany, I do not be- 
lieve that he is able to get any inter- 
national help, but, if that person happens: 
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[Major Beamish. | | 
to be a Jew, he is entitled to international 
help. That seems to me to be the situa- 
tion, according: to my information, and, 
if that is so, it is wrong. If it is not so—— 


Mr. Crossman: Does the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman know how many there 
are in Belsen who are not recognised as 
Jews? : 


Major Beamish: I have not got that in- 
formation, but, certainly, as regards the 
American zone in Germany what I say is 
true, and that is a point which, quite 
clearly, needs examination. Seventy-five 
per cent. of the Jews arriving in Austria 
and Germany, and hoping’ to make their 
way to Palestine, come from Poland. ‘That 
figure may not be exactly accurate, but 
I believe it to be approximately correct, 
and I want to ask the Government 
whether they have made any investiga- 
‘tion from the Polish Government as to 
the reasons for the present exodus from 
Poland. I am aware of the small pogrom 
that took place a few months ago, but I 
am also aware that-three of the biggest 
and most powerful Ministers in Poland 
are, in fact, Jews. | | 


Mr. Crossman: They are anti-Zionists. 


Major Beamish: I believe that they are 
Communists, but they are, in fact, Jews. 
The Polish Government, I believe, has 
set apart a large area in Silesia, which I 
believe is well equipped, to which the 
Jews in Poland are encouraged to go, 
and where I believe they have every 
facility, so that it does seem to me that 
the Government should go into this pro- 
blem and. make some definite. inquiries. 
I hope the Minister, will let the House 
know what is being done in this connec- 
tion. 

Next,. has the Government taken any 
legal action against the masters, Owners OF 
crews of ships taking illegal immigrants 
to Palestine, and have they power to do 
so? Further, what talks have they had 
with the Italian, Panama, Greek, Turkish 
or Egyptian Governments in this connec- 
tion? I hope the Colonial Secretary is 
hoting these points, because they are ex- 
tremely important. Fake, visas are being 
issued, anid every. newspaper in the coun- 
tty has told us so. What protest has 
thie Government made in that. direction? 
Has the Government any policy for the 
future to ‘send all ships carrying. illegal 
immigrants back to’ the port of origin, 
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and have they, as I was assured ae 


‘Under-Secretary of State for Fagign 


Affairs, received the complete co-operation 
of other countries? I was assured that 
that was so, but recent events hardly 
seem to bear that out. | 
Part of this tragedy, as has been men- 
tioned by my hon. and gallant Friend 
the Member for Hythe, is that encourage- 


ment has been given to illegal immigra- 


tion by irresponsible Socialist promises 
issued as the time of the General Election 
and which were clearly designed to, cap- 
ture Jewish votes. Illegal immigration is 
organised by a section of Haganah. Iam 
afraid I am not clear as to the activities 
of the Jewish Agency at the moment, but 
we all know that these events are not 
unconnected with elements in the- Jewish 


Agency, and.we can expect an intensifi- 


cation: of these attempts at | illegal 
immigration. What plans have the 
Government made to meet this intention? 
We might find faster and smaller boats, 
and more of them,, and I hope we can 
be assured that adequate plans are ready 
to meet any possible situation. Will the 
Government refuse to grant entry visas 
for those who attempt to enter Palestine 
iNegally? That is a practical question, 
and I hope the Minister will give us a 
direct answer. | 

Regarding the number. of Jews in 
Palestine, which is of practical relation 
to the quota, Irgun claims something in 
the nature of 750,000, although I believe 
that the official figure.is nearer 670,000. 
I am not quite sure when the census takes 
place, but I would like to ask if the 
Government have borne in mind the num- 


ber of illegal entries that may have been 


made, and whether they have checked 
up, because I drew their attention to this 


matter not long’ ago, that according to the 


number of ration cards issued, the Jewish 
population in Palestine is very considet- 
ably in excess of 670,000: I hope that, 
at any rate, if the Government cannot 
give an answer this evening, they . will 
look very carefully into this matter. In 
the last resort, will the Government con- 
sider—and this may not necessarily be a 
good plan—consider stopping entry per- 
mits until the illegal attempts to enter 
Palestine cease? I cannot see that, that 
would be unreasonable, in view of the 
fact that it is generally admitted that the 
Jewish Agency.and Haganah could prac- 
tically stop illegal entry, just as they could 
practicallystop terrorism, if they wished. 
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i.e to deal now with the military 
aspect of the situation in Palestine, and 
I do this with great diffidence, but I do 
not see why we should ignore it .com- 
pletely. I would like to pay my tribute 
to our troops and police for the way in 
which they have behaved. They have 
suffered, as we always have suffered in 
the Army, from Treasury restrictions. I 
see the Financial Secretary to the Treasury 
sitting on the Front Bench. Of course, 


it is not his fault, and it is, I suppose, 


inevitable, but they do suffer great dis- 
comforts through living in uncomfortable 
camps under bad _ conditions, and 
especially throughout the winter, and 
with a serious lack of entertainments. 
Our men out there have been overworked, 
and any hon. Member listening to this 
Debate, or anyone reading it outside, who 
has had to go on sentry duty night after 
night, two hours on duty and four hours 
off, will realise what a great strain it can 
be. I think all would agree that our 
congratulations are due both to our troops 
and the police. Is the number of our 
troops in Palestine to be cut down, and, 
if so, are the Government entirely satished 
that there will be sufficient British troops 
in Palestine adequately to maintain law 
and order until our responsibilities end? 
It is quite clear, in view of the crisis 
through which we are now going, that 
our troops will have to be cut down. But 
we have not been told anything definite 
about that. Regarding the Palestine 
General Service Medal, why have not the 
Government made a definite decision that 
this medal will be issued to all those 
British troops who have undergone these 
great discomforts and stresses and strains 
since the end of the war? It would do 
them, a great deal of good to know that 
their efforts are appreciated and recog- 
nised, and I hope that the Government 
will consider making an early announce- 
ment on the subject. A 


We must not overlook the fact—I do 
not think it has been overlooked in this 
Debate—that the Irgun and the Stern 
Gang have actually declared war against 
our Forces in Palestine. We are faced 
with a very big problem—there are 
something like -12,000 trained men in 
Irgun, and rather more than 1,000 in the 
Stern Gang—although there are as many 
as 100,000 British troops in Palestine. 
The Haganah and the Jewish Agency have 
expressed their horror at the methods of 
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the terrorists. The Jewish Agency has 
recently spoken of the elimination of 
terrorism as ‘‘ an inexorable necessity.” 
But both the Jewish Agency and Haganah 
are known to be, and have frequently 
said they are, in sympathy, at any rate, 
with the objects, though not with the 
methods, of the terrorists, and it is because 
of that fact that our great difficulties have 
arisen. 


I wish, very briefly indeed, to contrast 
the military activities of our Forces in 
Palestine in 1938 and 1939 with our 
military activities today. In.1938, 282 
Arabs were sentenced by military courts, 
of whom 54 were sentenced to death, and 
the death sentences were confirmed by the 
G.O.C. In 1939, 454 Arabs were 
sentenced by military courts; 55 were 
sentenced to death, and the death 
sentences were confirmed by the G.O.C., 
making a total of 109 who paid the 
extreme penalty in less than two years. 
In 1938, 2,463 Arabs were in detention, 
and in 1939, 5,700 were in detention. The 
total Arab casualties in 1938 and 1939 
rose to as high as 4,000. But yet the 
terrorist activities of the Arabs in those 
years were never on such a large scale 
as are the Jewish activities today. 


These figures provide an extraordinary 
contrast with the total of only seven Jews 
who have paid the extreme penalty for 
their terrorist activities during the last 
18 months. I feel that we are entitled to 
know the reasons for this contrast, and I 
hope that the Minister, when he replies, 
will do his best to explain how it is that 
this apparent differentiation comes about. 
I hope that, in what I have said,.it will 
not be thought that I have presumed to 
try to teach the soldier his job, because, 
when I was a Regular in Palestine, there 
was nothing: which annoyed me more than 
the knowledge that a lot of amateur 
soldiers thought they knew the soldier’s 
job better than he did himself. Therefore, 
if I have offended in that way, I trust 
that I shall be excused. 


I had also intended to draw a con- 
trast between the methods employed by 
the Army in 1938-39 to deal with these 
terrorist activities and those employed to- 
day. In 1938-39, it was well known by 
the Arabs, and particularly by the 
muktars of the villages, that, if they 
harboured or sheltered terrorists, they 
were liable to get into serious trouble on 
many counts. I am not sure that the 
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[Major Beamish.])- - 
same stringent steps are. being taken to- 
day. I may, perhaps, quote one small 
example out of many which I have here. 
In Palestine during the 1938 and 1939 
troubles, we took what appeared to be 
the ruthless but very effective step of 
sending a: trolley ahead. of every train 
carrying British troops which moved 
through Palestine, and . those trolleys 
were loaded with Arabs. . It was well 
known that.this policy was taking place. 
The effect of the policy was that no more 
trains were mined. .Is that being. done 
today? If not, what is: the reason for 
the contrast between the two periods? 
The High Commissioner. has similar 
powers today as he had.in those days. 


I wish to raise one other point, which 
is also a military point. I am not cer- 
tain of my facts here, but I am as certain 
as it is possible to be. Where are the 
terrorists being trained? It is obvious to 
all of us that highly skilled terrorists 
could not be trained in the small country 
of Palestine with so many British troops 
in the country. They must undergo an 
intensive course of training; I think that 
will be conceded by everybody. These 
men are not amateurs. I have a publica- 
tion, though I do not propose to give its 
name, for the reason that the people who 
obtained the sort of information which I 
am going to pass on—which I believe to 
be accurate—have to run very consider- 
able risks. Ido not think it would be 
fair to the publication in question to give 
its. name, although I am perfectly pre- 
pared to give its name to. the Colonial 
Secretary or to. the Under-Secretary of 
State who, I understand, .is to reply. I 
expect he has already. seen the document. 
Actually, it only came to my attention 
today. , } 


I understand from this document that 
in ‘a place called Kislovodsk, which is in 
Northern Caucasia; 87 miles south-east 
of Stravropol, and near a place called 
Piatygorsk, there are several hundred— 
I bélieve as many as 600 or 700—Kurds 
and Jews undergoing an intensive course 
in terrorist activities. It includes political 
training. The chief instructor on this 
course is a senior Soviet officer, according 
to my information,. and- the course is 
housed in some sanatoria .which are the 
property of the Central Council of Soviet 
Trades. Unions. These men undergo 
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political training, and training. ind" ver- 
sionary activities,. according to my in- 
formation, in- this place which I have 
mentioned; and in’a place not far away— 
a few hundred kilometres away—they. 
undergo six week’s: weapon training and 
field training. I have no means of check- 
ing whether or not this information is 
accurate. .[Laughter.| I do not see that 
it is particularly funny, It seems to me 
that if this information: is accurate; it is 
extremely serious, and I would point out, 
too, that it is a perfectly logical outcome 
of the present, foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union, which is designed to erabarrass us 
at every turn. ; 


Mr. Benn Levy (Eton and Slough): 
Would not the hon. and gallant ‘Gentle- 
man admit that it is equally serious, if 
his information is inaccurate, to lay it 
before th: House? | 


Major Beamish: No, I do not think so, 
because ' have no doubt at all that the 
Minister who is to reply, advised by the 
Colonial. Office, will be able this evening 
to confirm or deny the accuracy of what 
1 have stated. Are. we to suppose that 
no terrorists have been captured during 
the past 18 months, and that no investi- 
gations have been made to ascertain 
where these. men are receiving . their 
specialised training? If what I have said 
proves to be inaccurate—and I hope it 
does—no harm will be done. 1 hope the 
Minister will be in a position to reply on 
that point... coe Se 


Mr. Crossman: Surely, we all know 
where most of. these men received their 
training. It was in the British, Army 


during the war, where they were trained 
in sabotage work, either in Palestine or 


in the Balkans. The great majority of 


those men received an excellent training 
from British officers. ‘ a 24 


Major Beamish: That is perfectly, true; 


- but it does not alter the facts in’ the-in- 


formation I am imparting to the House. 
This information is nothing new. It has 
been circulated in thousands of copies, 
and I am not producing something quité 
fantastic and new. If I were, I think I 
should be acting improperly. The fact 
is that this document has been circulated 
to many Members of this House, to my 
certain knowledge. The fact that it has 
been circulated seems ample justification 
for seeking an answer to it. 
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- J -nologise for the: length of my speech; 
but: “was interrupted rather a lot at the 
beginning. I hope that when the Under- 
Secretary of State winds up he will give 
us a reply which, unlike that during the 
last Debate, will give us some detailed 
information on what steps the Government 
are to take to-halt illegal immigration: 
and I hope we shall be given an explana- 
tion of the apparently half-hearted mili- 
tary effort—half-hearted in comparison 
with that of 1938 and 1939. The inde- 
cision of which the Government have been 


. guilty is a sign of weakness which has 


given added encouragement to elements 
in the Jewish Agency and Haganah. 
World Jewry should remember that under 
our auspices, under our control, the 
Jewish population of Palestine has in- 
creased from approximately 45,000 in 
1917, who were mostly naturalised Jews, 
to something in the nature of 700,000. 
I submit that that is something more than 
world Jewry or the Zionists had any right 
to expect. 


No country has shown a greater sym- 
pathy to the Jews than ours, or a greater 
understanding of their sufferings. The 
recent deplorable—and, fortunately, small 
—anti-Semitic demonstrations in this 
country have shown that even our deep 
sympathy may have some bounds. Every 
sensible Jew should realise that the activi- 
ties of the illegal immigrants, coupled with 
the activities of the terrorists, are strain- 
ing British tolerance to breaking point. 
I hope that in what I have said—-and I 
apologise again for the length of my 
speech—I have been constructive. I do 
particularly hope that the Under-Secre- 
tary of State will do his very best to pro- 
vide me with answers to those questions 
to which answers are readily forthcoming, 
and that, perhaps, I may be allowed to 
contact him to obtain answers to those 
questions which cannot be answered to- 
night. | 


8.23 p.m. | 
Mr. Michael Foot (Plymouth, Devon- 


‘port): The hon. and gallant Gentleman 


the Member for Lewes (Major Beamish) 
began his speech by an attack on my hon. 
Friend the Member for the Exchange 
Division of Manchester (Mr. Lever) on the 
ground that he had made an unbalanced 
and an ill-advised speech. I thought that 
the speech of my hon. Friend the Member 
for the Exchange Division of Manchester 
was a most remarkable speech, a most 
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courageous speech; and, if there .were 
exaggerations in that speech, I believe. 
it still the most realistic speech which 
we have heard in this Debate. I believe 
that if the Government continue that 
policy which they have not announced, 
then it is much more likely that the pro- 
phesies of the hon. Gentleman the Member 
for the Exchange Division of Manchester 
will come true, rather than ‘the prophesies 
which have been uttered in some other 
quarters. The hon. and gallant Gentle- 
man the Member for Lewes also criticised 
my hon. Friend on the ground that he 
attacked those responsible for the military 
organisation in Palestine, for carrying out 
military affairs in Palestine. I think that 
that was a most illegitimate attack. I do 
not think that anyone can believe that 
my hon. Friend failed to make it quite 
clear that he was attacking the Govern- 
ment and those responsible for the 
policy of the Government. I thought that 
his was a most realistic demand for the 
type of policy that is obviously lacking. 


I think it was a good thing that this 
Debate was organised and demanded. We 
have been told, as a result of this Debate, 
some information. We have had an 
opportunity of putting several questions 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
and to the Government. We have had.no 
answers from the Government on the 
major issues of policy. Candidly, I did 
not expect to get answers on the major 
issues of policy tonight. : 


I believe this Debate may have served 
a better purpose than most Debates we 
have had on Palestine if the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies can tell the Foreign 
Secretary and the Government that there 
has been an almost unanimous opinion 
in all the speeches, from whichever side of 
the House they have come and whatever 
view they have taken, that there ought to 
be a clear and emphatic statement of 
British policy before the United Nations’ 
meeting. It is hopeless to continue the 
situation in which we have been drift- 
ing along ever since mention was made of 
referring the question to the United 
Nations; a situation in which we have no 
policy, and in which nobody thinks that 
the Secretary of State for .the Colonies’ 
conception can turn out right, namely, 
that the United Nations will reach some 
decision on a matter which has baffled 
all inquiry for the last 10 years. The idea 
that they will reach such a decision is 
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* [Mr. Foot. ] eae a 
fantastic, and it is essential that we should 
have a statement before that’ United 
Nations’ meeting. = «> 4 

I also agree with my hon. Friend the 
Member for the Exchange. Division of 
Manchester in his attack on the outrageous 
behaviour of the ‘‘ Daily Express.’’. That 
was a criticism which might. be applied 
more generally to the Press, because on the 
day after the diabolical crime against the 
two sergeants had been committed in 
Palestine, a message was received by my 
hon. Friend the Member. for Nelson and 
Colne (Mr. S. Silverman)—a very remark- 
able message, in my view—from the Jews 
who were housed in the area near Belsen, 
in the Belsen concentration camp. It was 
a message, presumably, for publication. in 
this country. My hon. Friend immediately 
took steps to circulate that message to the 
British Press. I should like to read it to 
the House, because that message has not 
received a proper reception by or a proper 
publicity in the British Press. This is a 
message from a number of Jews in Belsen 
concentration camp, who had been wait- 
ing for two years to get to Palestine: 

‘* We liberated Jews in camps and communi- 
ties of the British zone of Germany learned 
with horror of the murder of two British 
sergeants in Palestine We are thankful to 
Yishuv (the settlement) in Palestine for its 
efforts to help liberate us from our hopeless 
situation.. However, we know such irrespon- 
sible action cannot help us, and we declare 


with conviction that we dissociate ourselves 
from them. 


‘In German concentration camps our hearts 
were filled with deep contempt against any 
form of terrorism. Also, today we oppose all 
terroristic actions whose pretext is to help us 
towards our land of promise. We appeal to 
all groups whose influence will affect our fate 
to facilitate our entry into Palestine. Never 
will we permit ourselves to be identified with 
un-Jewish actions which draw the contempt o 
Yishuv in Palestine and all humanity.’’ 

I do not know what hon. Members 
think of that message. I regard it as a 
remarkable and moving message. It was 
circulated, through the Press Association, 
to all the British newspapers by my hon. 
Friend the Member for Nelson and Colne. 
On the following day an abbréviated 
version was printed in three newspapers, 
the ‘‘ Daily Worker,’’ the “‘ Manchester 
Guardian’ and the ‘‘ Daily Herald.” 
‘‘ The Times ’’ printed it on.6th August, 
after a letter from my hon. Friend had 
called their attention to the fact. How- 
ever, “‘ The Times ’’ refused to print ‘a 
letter from my hon. Friend calling atten- 
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tion to the way in which this messagg:"*ad 
been treated by the British Press. I*‘Aink 
it is disgraceful that at that time, when 
there was this danger of an outbreak of 
anti-Semitic feeling in this country, that 
almost the whole of the British Press 
should refuse to publish a remarkable 
message of that kind.’ I believe it is all 
the more to be condemned in the case of 
the ‘‘ Daily Express ’’ which, if it wanted 
to make amends for the monstrous publi- 
cation of that photograph, had a fine 
opportunity of printing this message in 
full on its front page. That would have 
made some amends. But not a word of 
that message appeared: in the “ Daily 
Express.’’ I can well understand the 
feelings of my hon. Friend the Member for 
the Exchange Division. of Manchester on 
that subject, 

This is a melancholy and tragic Debate, 
not only because of the diabolical crimes 
which have to be discussed in this Debate, 
but even more because no glimpse has 
been given to us of the end of the miser- 
able situation in Palestine. The only 
prospect we can see, if we continue this 
course, is mounting passions on either 
side, and a kind of bloody and futile 
vendetta. All agree that our passions and 
the passions of the British people are 
aroused by the terrible crimes committed 
by the terrorists, but I must confess some 
astonishment that the Secretary of State 
made no mention of some: of the causes 
for the kind of passions which are being 
aroused among the Jews in Palestine. 
The Secretary of State did not refer to 
that incident which has caused a wave of 
horror and emotion throughout the world, 
and that is the turning away of those ships 
from Palestine. That has caused a wave 
of emotion throughout the whole of ‘the 
Jewish world, which is natural. | 


The Secretary of State, although he 
did not. do it intentionally, gave the false 
impression that those who disagree. with 
our Palestine policy in other countries are 
only Mr. Ben Hecht in America and some 


obscure papers in France. The truth is. 


the exact opposite, and that we are 
morally isolated in the world in regard to 
our present policy in Palestine. The 
Secretary of State made one or two 
references to the attitude of people in 
other countries, and I should like to quote 
a statement made by a man who is 
respected—certainly by the Secretary of 
State—by many Members in the House 
as a great statesman, a great Frenchman 
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an*-g. great fighter for-liberty, and one 
whe@hows all about. the inside of a Nazi 
prison camp. I am referring “to Léon 
Blum. This is what he says: 

‘‘Let the British at least realise how and 
why their law is not our law. The British 
began by. interning on Cyprus boatloads of 
clandestine immigrants ~ intercepted in 
Palestinian waters. Later they decided to turn 
such immigrants back to their port of em- 
barkation, and this is how the ‘‘ Exodus ’”’ 
came to a French port. The passengers have 
been told that if they lafided voluntarily, 
they would find on French soil a hospitable 
and friendly refuge. All of them said ‘ No.’ 
The exceptions were very few. The sick, of 
whom there are many on board, to whom the 
Red Cross offered assistance and hospital treat- 
ment, gave the same answer. All declared 
with one voice: ‘ We are grateful to France, 
but it is in Palestine that we want to live. 
We shall all die rather than leave the planks 
of the ship which was to have taken us there.’ 


The next logical step in the British opera- 

tion would have been to: compel disembarka- 
tion on French soil by the use of naked force. 
But this could not be done without the con- 
sent and the co-operation of the French Gov- 
ernment. Fhe French Government, faithful 
interpreter of public opinion—as proved by 
the unanimous comment of the Press—faithful 
interpreter of world conscience, withheld its 
consent and co-operation. Our British friends 
must admit it: it could not-do otherwise, 
and it did well. Let them be grateful to 
our Government for having spared them so 
terrible an extremity.’’ ; 
That is a remarkable message from a 
remarkable man, a man who is one of the 
firmest friends of this country. I believe 
it voices the opinion of the great majority 
of decent people all over the world out- 
side this country on this Palestine ques- 
tion. That brings me to the question of 
how the right hon. Gentleman will get 
these people off these ships. That is a 
problem which faces the Government. 
They have to decide what to do. It is 
all very well to say “‘ Take them to some 
other part of the British Empire,’’ but 
you still have to get them off the boats. 
They will have to be removed from the 
boat by force. I understand that today, 
or yesterday, six British sailors who were 
on these ships walked off saying, ‘‘ We 
were hired as sailors, we are not going to 
run a prison ship.”’ What are the Gov- 
ernment going to do about it? They will 
have to go back on what they have done 
if they are to get out of the present 
situation with any humanity at all. Who 
was it but the British Government who 
was responsible for saying that this was 
just a return to the prewar practice? 
Some of us on this side of the House do 
not appreciate very much the idea of a 
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return to prewar practice. We remember 
the stories: of Abyssinia, Czechoslovakia 
and Spain, and how the people there were 
betrayed—yes, and even in Palestine be- 
fore the war, in 1939. We have been 
asked why we have referred to the notori- 
ous White Paper. Those who have asked 
that should ask the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for Woodford (Mr. 
Churchill) why he called it ‘‘ the notorious 
White Paper.’’ 


One of our charges against the Gov- 
ernment’s administration is that they have 
been carrying out the White Paper policy 
of 1939. So long as they try to do that, 
they will meet with most favourable results. 
What do we gain by all this? Nothing. 
We have this fantastic situation of 95,000 
British soldiers, sailors, and airmen trying 
to pursue 5,000 Irgun terrorists. We 
have won, by this policy, the hatred of the 
Jew and Arab; we have won the hatred 
and discord of many people in many parts 
of the world; we are jeopardising the 
friendship of people like Leon Blum and 
many others, and we have done this de- 
spite manifold chances of changing the 


‘policy. There was a chance when the 


Anglo-American Report was issued. We 
could have changed the policy then. 
There was a chance when we made a refer- 
ence to U.N.O. I believe that if, when 
we made that reference to U.N.O., we 
had said we would step up immigration 
from 1,500 to 4,000, we would have 
immensely changed the situation in 
Palestine. 7 


I hope, with the Minister, that there 
will be much closer co-operation between 
Haganah, the Jewish Agency and His 
Majesty’s Government than there has ever 
been in the past. I will not go over the 
argument as to who was responsible for 
failures in the past, but if we are to try 
to get a changed atmosphere we must give 
something as well—a sign. If we are to 
wait until U.N.O. report, saying nothing 
and doing nothing, except sending back 
ships to spread this emotion throughout 
the world of Jewry, I do not believe that 
we. shall be successful in stamping out 
terrorism. I believe that we shall have 
repetitions of the ghastly events which we 
read about in the newspapers last week. 


I do not believe that we have a right . 


to keep British soldiers in Palestine doing 
the job they are now doing. I think it 
is wasteful, but it is also inhumane. I 
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do not think there is any sachineaton for 
it, and I urge on His Majesty’s. Govern- 
ment to make an act of policy for the 
first time in two years, and declare now 
that whatever decision is arrived at by 
U.N.O. we are going out of Palestine, 
that. we shall play our part on an agreed 
U.N.O. basis so long as others make their 


contribution, but under no conditions will. 


our troops remain in Palestine six months, 
or, even better, three months, after 
U.N.O. has reported. Members may dis- 
agree with a lot I have said, but I think 
most will\agree about that. That is the 
message that we ought ‘to give to the 
Government. It isa measure to deal with 
the present crisis. One of the things we 
have to try to do in the next few weeks 


is to improve the economic. situation of 


this country. 


The hon. and gallant Member for Barn- 
staple (Brigadier Peto) made reference to 
Ireland. The analogy is close, but the 
deduction is different from that which the 
hon. Gentleman was trying to draw, be- 
cause the Irish won in the end. The 
analogy is even closer, because when we 
refused to have a policy for dealing with 
the Irish and they asked Parnell who was 
going to rule Ireland, he said, ‘‘ Captain 
Moonlight’ rules.’’ Captain Moonlight 
rules Palestine today, and he will go on 
ruling Palestine, bringing bloodshed and 
disintegration to that country, until we 
make a policy. I say, therefore, that the 
Government sheuld act speedily in this 
matter, both in the interests of the British 
people and the Jewish people. To have 


a strong alliance between British. and. 


Jews is a good thing for this world, be- 
cause the Jews, after all, whatever the 
charges made against. them, had the 
honour of being the first people attacked 
by Hitler. I.think, therefore, that in the 
interests of the British people, the Jewish 
people and the Arab people it is right that 
we should make this declaration of policy 
as quickly as possible. That is the mes- 
sage which we want the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies to take ‘back. to the 
Government. If they do not do that, the 
epitaph on this Government’s policy will 
“« And the Imperial Ministérs pursued with 


proscriptive laws ‘and. ineffectual arms. the 
_ rebels they had made.’ » -- 


8.42 p.m 
Mr. Dédds- Parker: Banbury}: a 1 think 
that wé shall find much:‘in which to agree 
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with the hon.°Member for Devi2xdrt 
(Mr. Foot). What I do not thiff® he 
entirely realises is that the difficulties in 
which the Government found themselves 
were largely due to the various promises 
which they are failing to carry out. There 
is much in which to agree with the hon. 

Member, but if during the weeks ahead 
he thinks back on the causes of these 
difficulties in which we now find our- 
selves, he may find even more on which 
to ponder. 


I wish to put one or two constructive 
points. I hope that the Under-Secretary, 
who, I understand, is to reply, will deal 
with the points made by my hon. and 
right hon. Friends in asking for certain 
information about what action the Gov- 
ernment are taking in Palestine. The 
Colonial Secretary, for reasons which we 
all understand, gave to the House a very 
carefully prepared statement. He did 
not answer any of the questions put to 
him by my hon. and gallant Friend the 
Member for Hythe (Brigadier Mackeson). 
I think that one point of interest is that 
of collective fines. -Anyone who has. had 
anything to do with collective fines and 
demolitions realises that there are con- 
siderable difficulties in the way. We 
reach a stage in any Administration 
attempting to curb disorder at which it 
is essential that these things should be 
considered. Why is it that dt this 
moment greater use is not being made of 
collective fines and demolitions? J press 
the Under-Secretary to give us “some 
answer on that point. 


-My next question is how the Foreign 
Office stands in relation to this whole 
question. of Palestine at the moment?: 
About a year ago we heard the Foreign 
Secretary make.a plea.in which he staked 
his reputation on. finding the. answer to 


this Palestine problem. : Since then, he 
has not taken a particularly leading part 
in the day-to-day handling of. Palestine 
problems. Why does he not take: more 
action in this House? | I should have. 
thought that on this ‘occasion. someone 
from the Foreign Office, and also some- 
one from.the War Office, might have been 
present in order to answer some of. the 
questions put from this side of the House. 


My hon, and gallant Friend the Mem- 
ber for Lewes (Major Beamish) and the 
hon. and gallant Member for Hythe put 
certain questions about this - widespread 
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‘tenughout Europe which picks up 
ewstiml over Europe and brings them 
to Palestine, or attempts to do so. What 
is happening in that respect in Europe? 
The hon. Member for East Coventry (Mr. 
Crossman) obviously has detailed know- 
ledge of what goes on in that way, where 
the various camps are and from where 
the people are coming. I do not know 
to what extent he is aware that they are 
going through Italy or France. Surely, 
there should be someone from the Foreign 
Office to tell us what_is being done to 
check the stream of Jews sent by the 
Zionist organisations throughout Europe 
to Palestine. 


Where does the Foreign Secretary stand 
in all this? He said that he staked his 
political reputation on this issue. For a 
year he has not addressed the House on 
this particular subject. This is the last 
occasion we will have for about two 
months to Debate this issue. It will be a 
year almost before anyone from the 
Foreign Office will be able to stand up in 
this House to answer questions about this 
wide-scale organisation. I am even more 
amazed at the hon. Member for Nelson 
and Colne (Mr. Silverman) making the 
remarks he made against a friendly Power 
like the United States, when one knows 
what American money has done to facili- 
tate in Palestine—— - 


Mr, S. Silverman: I really do not know 
why the hon. Member for Banbury (Mr. 
Dodds-Parker) should drag me into this 
discussion, or why he should think, or 
expect me to think, that because a nation 
does something that is right in one respect, 
that imposes upon me some obligation 
not to criticise its policy in some other 
respects which I think are wrong. It 
would be a very dangerous situation once 
we began to chop and change our policy 
according to considerations of that kind. 
While I am on my, feet, let me say | 
made no attack of-any kind upon any- 
body. I gave a plain statement of what 
everybody knows to be the facts, and if 
anybody wants to regard that as an attack, 
he is at liberty to do so. I did not intend 
it as an attack but merely as a plain 
statement of what everybody knows to be 
the facts. 


Mr. Dodds-Parker: If the hon. Member 
reads his speech again 


Mr. Silverman: I do not need to read 
it; I made it. 
34K 13 


Mr, Dodds-Parker: —he will see it was 
a monstrous attack. The third point I 
wish to put to the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary is to ask him to give us an under- 
taking that we will have, an opportunity 
in this House of debating whatever 
findings the United Nations Commission 
come to on Palestine. I hope he will give 


us a definite undertaking that the Govern- 
ment will not take action upon that 
report before the House of Commons have 
an opportunity of debating this subject 
again. 


8.49 p.m. 

‘Colone! Clarke (East Grinstead): I 
want to intervene for only a very few 
minutes to ask two questions which arise 
from the communications about Palestine 
which I have received from my con- 
stituents. The first one has been asked 
already by my hon. Friend the Member 
for Banbury (Mr. Dodds-Parker), which 
:s whether the Parliamentary Secretary 
has anything to tell us from the Foreign 
Office side. We know that Jewish 
economy and civilisation in Palestine has 
roots that extend all over the world and 
it may be possible by influencing those 
roots in other countries that perhaps the 
situation in Palestine itself may be 
improved. The second point arises from 
the burden of most of the letters I have 
which are not concerned with Jews or 
Arabs in Palestine, but with my corres- 
pondents’ sons or nephews who are serving 
out there. Certain anxieties still exist . 
about conditions of service, and for that 
reason I am sorry that there is nobody 
here from the War Office, but I am sure 
that the right hon. Gentleman will, pass 
on the gist of the few remarks I am about 
to make, because I believe that it is in 
the interests of his office that the soldiers 
should be given every amenity and every 
possible comfort during the strenuous 
duty they are performing. 


I know Palestine myself from a soldier’s 
point of view. Actually, I was one of 
those in a way who bears the primary re- 
sponsibility for helping to land us with 
the burden of Palestine in 1917 since I 
was one of those who went out to help 
conquer it. Sometimes I think it might 
have been better had we left it to the 
Turks. I feel that our men there are per- 
forming a hard and ungrateful task. Aid- 
ing the civil power is a horrid form. of 
service, and, as has already been said, one 
does not know who is friend or foe. Are 
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we doing.all we can to alleviate that con- 
dition of service? I know that some six 
months ago there were a number of.camps 
which had not then been modernised. I 
believe they have been improved, but 
there are still deployment camps that 
are very primitive, and where they are 
alongside the ordinary camps this causes 
a good. deal of feeling between different 
bodies of troops in one. or. the other. 


My second point has to do with rations. 
I have heard that a great many men are 
complaining about their rations, and al- 
though I know that soldiers on active 
service always say that they have not 
enough I would suggest that they should 
have the best scale of rations possible. ‘In 
this country we give the miners prefer- 
ential rations, and out there I think that 
the soldiers and police should be given 
the best rations possible. Living in the 
open always makes one hungrier, and 
they are doing a great deal of night duty. 
As Members of Parliament know that 
also makes one hungry, and one has only 
to go to the cafeteria to see what effect 
the late sittings have on the appetite. The 
long boring periods of waiting and. watch- 
ing also make these men hungry, and 
there is no chance of them going away for 
the week-end and the Messing Officer thus 
saving part of their rations. I know 
that this is a bad time to ask for improve- 
ment, but I feel that they should have 
the best and I hope that this appeal will 
‘be passed on to the War Office. 


Finally, I feel with the right hon. Mem- 
ber far West Bristol (Mr. Stanley) that 
everybody in Palestine ought to be on 
active service. I support that _con- 
tention because I believe many of our per- 
sonnel there are suffering from the fact 
that they are on an active service. basis 
for some things and on a peace-time basis 
for others. Whatever they ask for they 
cannot have it either because they are on 
active service or, alternatively, if some- 
thing is required to be done by way of a 
return it must be done because it is on 
a peacetime basis. I did not rise to make 
a speech but merely to make these points, 
and I hope they will be brought. to the 
notice of the appropriate department. _ 
§.55 p.m. ; a 
Me. Benn Levy (Eton .and Slough): 
The hon: Member for. Banbury - (Mr. 
Dodds-Parker),-who J am sorty to see has 
just gone out, opened his speech in a 

34K 14 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 


af 


Palestine | 2376 


surprising manner. He jeered at n be sn, 
Friend the Member for Devonport‘ (Mr. 
Foot), who had just delivered himself of 
a speech which’ I should have thaught 
anybody in the House was capable of 
admiring. I do not wish to be provoca- 
tive, but we have just had two ‘days’ 
Debate largely on the subject of liberty, 
in whic the hon. Member or his Friends 
have put themselves forward as cham- 
pions of liberty. I can only say, that 
when they have really acquired a love 
of liberty, when they have really got the 
root of this matter into their bellies, then 
they will be able to make a speech such 
as my ‘hon. Friend the Member for 
Devonport made; © 
Once more the right hon. Member for 
West Bristol (Mr. Stanley) gave us, if I 
may say so, a very temperate, statésman- 
like speech which’ was marred in my 
opinion by only one passage, in which he 
saw fit to rake up’ some past history, 
twelve months old, of the Jewish Agency, 
when he denounced them for their policy 
then ‘of non-co-operation. The Jewish 
Agency, like other political organisations, 
has more than one wing, and it may have 
been—-I do not say that it was not— 
regrettable that they did not decide as 
the right hon. Gentleman suggested, to 
throw all their weight on to the side of 
co-operation, to abandon—which would 
have been a bold policy—their poor little 
bargaining points in their struggle with 
what they regarded as an antagonistic 
administration, and to’ throw themselves 
on the mercy of a Foreign Secretary who, 
‘n this field, had not’ shown ‘himself par- 
ticularly merciful. Whether they were 
tight or wrong, I do not think it is really 
quite fair to relate those conditions, which 
the right hon, Gentleman admitted to: be 
very different and very. much less. grave 
than now, with the conditions which exist 
today. I believe there is little profit in 
raking up past history just now. — 
Indeed it is perhaps one of. the ‘failing 
of the protagonists of Zionism that they 
are accustomed, quite understandably, to 
parade the long tale: of their very real 
grievances and tragedies. All I want to 
do tonight is very briefly to speak of the 
most immediate and nightmarish . prob- 
Jem of terrorism. I think the House will 
probably recognise that: for British Jews 
these hideous criminalities have a double 
horror, because British youngsters -are 


being killed and Jewish youngsters are 


d 


doing the killing. . 


an 
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- Mr. §. Silverman: And- also being 


Mr. Levy: Yes, but I am talking about 
the terrorists and not about the reprisals. 
As I see it, there are only three ways to 
tackle the question. One is by a redoubled 
military force, which has been suggested. 
Another is a radical change of policy. The 


third is by some kind of internal re-orienta- | 


tion among the Jewish community them- 
selves. We heard something about the 
possibilities of the first alternative from the 
right hon. Member for West Bristol. 
Many others have pleaded for more 
vigorous military action. But when one 
asks exactly what more can be done, what 
more drastic action taken, there appears to 
be no answer at all. In all fairness to the 
Government, that point should be made. 
One hon. and gallant Member who knows 
about these things explained to the House 
the limitations of martial law. But what 
has been done already? We have what is 
virtually a police state in Palestine, we 
have martial Jaw in certain areas, and 
when terrorists are caught they are 
hanged. What more could be done or 


could be expected from force except the 


Hitlerian method of reprisals executed 
upon the innocent in order to deter the 
guilty? I do not believe anything of that 
kind would be tolerated by the British 
people for a moment, and I do not think 
that anybody who calls for greater force 
has that expedient in mind. 


_ The second way of tackling the matter, 


' which I believe to be the only real and 


effective one, is by policy. I will not say 
by changing the policy, but by providing 
a policy. One of the heartening things 
about this Debate and one of the reasons 
why the Lord President has I think, been 
proved to be mistaken when he said that 
his first instinct was that this Debate 
would be of no value, is the real unanimity 
on all sides of the House on at least two 
points, one of which is that even now at 
this late stage a declaration should be made 
that we will bind ourselves to a certain 
course of action whatever the result of the 
United Nations commission may be and 
the other is that sooner or later we have 
to get out of the unilateral responsibility 
for Palestine. On these two points, thank 
Heaven, there seems to be the widest 
measure of agreement. I hope that the 
Colonial Secretary, who has not got—and 
it is not fair to suppose that he has got— 
sole responsibility in this matter, will carry 
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that message from this House - to- the 


Foreign Secretary. © = ~ 


There is a third thing which I have 
“mentioned. Jt cannot do the trick but 


possibly it can contribute. That is, 
measures taken by the Jewish community 
themselves in Palestine. The best that 


that can do is not to solve the problem 
‘but at least to mitigate it and even then 


only for a very limited period of time, 
but so far as it is possible I appeal to 
them to do everything they can. There 
is a good deal of misunderstanding and 
of ill-intentioned propaganda about this. 
They are sometimes accused almost of 
having condoned the situation in Pales- 
tine. People ask why they have not at 
least in very clear tones denounced 
terrorism. They have done so most re- 
peatedly. I do not want to burden the 
House with lengthy quotations, but the 
latest of those denunciations has just 
come into my hands and it might be well 
for the record to read it. This one comes 
from the United Labour Parties in 
Palestine. It says: 

“*The undersigned parties have responded 
to the call of the authorities, the Zionist 
Organisation and the Agudath Israel, to eradi- 
cate the plague of terrorism from our midst. 
We regard the very existence of terrorist 
groups in Palestine as a disgrace, a disaster 
and a danger. We regard it as our duty to 
isolate members of those groups, to drive them 
from our camp and to make it impossible for 
them to indulge in acts of robbery and terror 


and to put a stop once and for all to their . 


attempts to gain mastery over the Yishuv in 
any possible way.’’ 

That could not be said in less ambiguous 
terms, and similar pronouncements have 
been made by the Jewish Agency, by 
Haganah, by the Chief Rabbi, and by 
other responsible people. Sometimes we 
are told that there are no such denuncia- 
tions; then, when they are quoted, we 
tend to be told that denunciation is not 
enough and that action is wanted, mili- 
tary action by Haganah. As already 
pointed out in this Debate, it is super- 
ficially a little paradoxical to demand 
military action from an illegal organisa- 
tion; and no very clear answer has been 
given by the Colonial Secretary to the 
question put to him earlier, whether this 
demand for active policing—which I hope 
sincerely the Haganah will provide— 
whether the request apparently made for 
it by the Colonial Office has been accom- 
panied by the undertaking that any 
activities in the furtherance of this re- 
quest, which must necessarily involve the 
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bearing of arms, will not ee them’ open 


to .a. charge of illegality... It .should::be 
made clear that that. is not the case. . 

-Even apart from this new appeal, the 
Colonial Secretary has ‘made it quite clear 
today—he admitted rather than 


announced it—that already Haganah has 
been co-operating to a very considerable 


extent in rounding up and ‘in ‘opposition 
to the terrorists. ‘ ] am very glad of that. 
Some’ of its members have already lost 
their lives.’ They have lost their lives in 
protecting British lives. There has been 

a little publicity about this, but not very 
fact and about those many more cases 
where acts of protection have been under- 
taken by Haganah without loss of life 
there has, of course, been practically no 
publicity whatever. I think it would. be 
in accord with the Colonial Secretary’s 
character if he takes what steps are open 
to him to give that the maximum pub- 
licity possible. 


When the aid given by the Haganah is 
recalled, we are often told it is a pity they 
have not done more, and that they should 
have done more. iam not expert in mili- 
tary matters, and I do not know whether 
it is possible for them to do more. But, 
if they can do more, I most earnestly, 
as one individual with no particular in- 
fluence, appeal to them now at’ this 
eleventh hour to do more, and to do all 
that is possible. I make this appeal not 
because I believe that their good bée- 
haviour, or. even their heroic behaviour 
would win them the goodwill of the 
Foreign Secretary. It would be completely 
disingenuous and hypocritical of us'to pre- 
tend that it would do that, because the 
Foreign Secretary’s policy is not based on 
sentiment. If sentiment had anything to 
do with it, he would have fulfilled the 
party pledges long ago, and abrogated the 
White Paper and relieved the broken resi- 
due of Hitler’s victims from their tragic 
camps long since. — 


I appeal to the Jewish community in 
Palestine firstly for the sake of their own 
pride and self-esteem and, secondly, in 
order that they may Preserve the friend- 
ship of the ordinary men and women in 
this country which is sfill of. first-rate 
importance. I know there has been much 
provocation, much tragedy to bear,. and 
disappointments to swallow. I know that 
constant appeals have been made here to 
the Foreign Secretary and that they have 
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fallen on deaf ears. Nevertlieles: 
appeal to the Jews in Palestine he 
belief that peace and prosperity can only 
come to ther if they. forget their past 
wrongs and outstrip the Foreign Secretary 
in ee ayy and in ptatecmanship, 


9.10 p. ae — ad 
Mr. -Manningham-Buller (Daventry): 

We have had a Debate which has’ been 
serious and sombre, in my view ‘Tightly 
so, considering the situation in 
Palestine at this time. The Debate was 
opened by my hon. and gallant Friend 
the Member for Hythe (Brigadier Macke- 
son) in an able and moderate speéch ‘in 
which he put a number of questions to the 
tight hon. Gentleman the Secretaty of 
State for the Colonies, to which, as yet, 
we have not really had: an adequate reply. 
Then we .had a speech from the right 
hon. Gentleman which I must say I for 
myself regarded as both disheartening and 
depressing. It was disheartening because 
he held out no hope that there would be 
ally improvement for many months to 
come in the conditions in which so many 
of our people are now living in Palestine. 
The hon. Member for West Coventry (Mr. 
Edelman), in a speech to which I listened 
with great interest and with which I was 
largely in agreement, said that this Debate 
really raised the questions of terrorism 
and of the- saving of British lives in 
Palestine. He: described in graphic ternmiis 
the tension which rises immediately there 
is any report of a ship‘approaching carry- 
ing illegal immigrants.. I am quite cer- 
tain, from my knowledge of that country 
from the time I was there, that’ his 
description of that is entirely accurate. 


I agree with my right hon. Friend. the 


Member for Bristol West (Mr. Stanley) | 


in the view that, from the Jewish point of 
view, -this organised illegal immigration 
may not in long terms prove. to be to 
the advantage of the Jews. I have no 
doubt myself that this. immigration ques- 
tion is one of the major causes, if not the 
major cause, of Jewish hostility towards 
the British in Palestine. The record of 
the Government in handling this. préblem 
in the last two years really cannot be 
praised. The Government have vacillated, 
and their lack of foresight has gone far 
to. accentuate the tension which_ results 
from attempts at illegal immigration. “The 
Anglo-American Committee, in its report, 
recommended among other things, the Im- 
migration of 100,000 Jews into Palestine 
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wea pn to suggest. that there should be 


certain priorities in the selection.of immi- 


grants, that the aged, the infirm and the 


very young should come first. But, of 


course, these recommendations about 
priorities in the’allocation of certificates 


- have been completely annulled and 


defeated, until recently, by the policy of 
the Government in dealing with illegal im- 
migrants. Until quite recently—and now 
it would appear again—what has been the 
policy? It has been that the illegal immi- 
grant who has been caught has then been 
put at the head of the queue for securing 


_ lega] admission into Palestine. I do not 


know what the policy is to be in future. 
We know that after the ships were brought 
back to France, other immigrants were 
again taken to Cyprus. 


It would be of advantage if some policy 
with regard to that, at least, were made 
known to the public. I regard it as of 
great importance now that this illegal 
immigration should not be encouraged by 
the feeling that persons engaging in it can 
jump to the head of the queue. I am 
inclined to think that as a step towards 
this discouragement, it might be advisable 
to announce that those detected engaging 
in it, should not get certificates for admis. 
sion. I should like to know to what extent 
the cost of the immigrants in Cyprus is 


being met by any Jewish organisation or 


the Jewish Agency, and whether it is not 
a fact that the Zionist organisation have 
a network throughout: Europe, and that 
the Jewish Agency also have representa- 
tives in European countries? The hon. 
Member for West Coventry and the hon. 
Member for Devenport (Mr. Foot) sug- 
gested that the tension might be lowered 
if the number of immigrants were substan- 
tially increased. The hon. Member for 
West Coventry suggested that the increase 
might be set off against what he assumed 
the United Nations would ultimately 
recommend. One can see that that policy 
might lead to a lowering of the tension 
in the Jewish community, but it would 
inevitably lead to a raising of the tension 
in the Arab community. In the course of 
this Debate, naturally because of the very 
nature of a discussion concerning Jewish 
terrorism, the Arab angle has not been 
sufficiently borne in mind. 


Mr. Foot: Is it not a fact that the hon. 
and learned Member, in the report he 
signed, recommended that there should 
be 100,000 emigrants by the end of 1946, 
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‘as rapidly as. conditions permit,’’. and. 


and has he departed from the -views he 
held when he signed that report? 


. Mr. .Manningham-Buller: The hon. 


Member has’ not correctly quoted that 
report, the precise terms of which I quoted 
a few minutes ago—the admission of 
100,000 “‘as_ rapidly as_ conditions 
permit.’ ‘If the hon. Member will read 
that report, he will see that it did not say 


‘‘ admission within 12 months,’’ but the. 


granting of a certificate within 12 months 
and admission “as rapidly as conditions 
permit.’’. I have not, in anything I have 
said, departed from the views expressed 
in that report. 


I imagine that no matter what demand 
there may be from either part of the House 
for a policy from His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, the Government will say that at 
this time it is their bounden duty, having 
regard to the steps they have already 
taken, to preserve the status quo in 
Palestine so far as they can, until they 
have obtained a decision from the United 
Nations—indeed until the Government 
have come to a decision when they have 
considered the views of the United 
Nations. That being so, I do not pro- 
pose to take up any time this evening in 
repeating the views which I expressed on 
a previous occasion as to the desirability 
—expressed tonight from the benches 
opposite, but expressed from this side of 
the House on the last occasion—that when 
this reference was made to the United 
Nations it should have been made with 
our recommendations as to what should 
be done, and what we in this country 
were prepared to carry out. 


Whatever may be the final settlement, 
whether it be partition or something else, 
everyone in this country must and does 


pray that that final settlement will come . 


speedily. I was surprised at the right hon. 

Gentleman’s optimism in the light of the 
past history of Palestine, when he said 
that he had every hope that the United 
Nations would recommend a line of action. 
acceptable to both Jew and Arab. That 
is a very good example of wishful 
thinking; I hope it may, to some extent, 

come true. One thing at least is clear— 
that is, that this strain upon Great Britain 
and upon British men and women in the 
Forces and police and the ordinary 
Administration in Palestine, cannot go on 
indefinitely. The sooner it comes to an 
end the better, but one duty does lie upon 
His Majesty’s Government at this stage— 
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be tried in an effort to enhance the pRIS'Y 

of our soldiers and of British civilia in 

Palestine? I hope that the hon. Gentle- 1 
man, when he replies, will be able to give 

us a little more information about this. 


The right hon. Gentleman said this 
evening that the Jewish Agency had 
publicly declined to co-operate, but then 
he said a few sentences later that he still 
hoped that Haganah would supplement 
the Government’s activities, and, a little 
time later, he also told us that Haganah 
had, in fact, co-operated, I think, in one 


Sas 


[Mr. Manningham-Buller.] 
a duty they cannot deny—and that is to 
do everything which lies in their power 
to reduce that strain at this time and in 
the months to come. 


The right hon. Gentleman, in his 

speech, really gave little indication of any 

a new steps that were to be taken. He told 
a us, with a great deal of emphasis, that he 
was not irresolute, and I do not know 

quite what the converse of that might be, 

whether it is somewhat vacillating, but I 

appreciate that, having regard to the 


Palestine 


Government’s pre-Election policy and to 
their lack of a policy since then, it is not 
surprising that they should find the situa- 
tion somewhat difficult to deal with. When 
we are dealing with security in Palestine, 
+ would, of course, be impertinent for 
me to put forward any criticisms of what 
the military, in their discretion and their 
wisdom, have done and have sought to 
do, but I would like to know, and to have 
the assurance, that the questions put for- 
ward by my hon. and gallant Friend the 
Member for Hythe (Brigadier Mackeson) 
will receive, if they have not already 
~ received, serious consideration. Surely, 

the incidence of these terrorist outrages 
would be largely reduced if motor trans- 


port between the chief cities of Palestine 
were put under strict control, and if the 
convoy system under British supervision 


were applied, for instance, to all motor 
traffic. When one reads the reports of 
these outrages and these tragedies, how 
often does one see that the terrorists have 
made use of a stolen taxi or some other 
vehicle? Is there any possibility of 
putting some check in some way on theuse 
of transport which would be likely to te- 
duce the occurrence of these horrible 
affairs? 


Then, the right hon. Gentleman did not 
really deal in any detail with the ques- 
tion of the imposition of collective fines. 
No one likes a collective fine, because, of 
course, it must mean, in some cases, the 
punishment of the innocent, and, in some 
cases as well, of those who are guilty; but, 
where we find in any one area that there 
are a great many of these events, would 
not the announcement that a collective 
fine was going to be imposed if another 
such occurrence took place have the 
greatest deterrent effect? Was it not 
found to be so when collective fines were 
imposed during the Arab rising? Is there 
any good argument why that should not 


search, or it may have been in more 
than one search. I was interested by 
that, because is it not the case that there 
‘5 some connection between the Jewish 
Agency and Haganah, and, if there is 
some connection, how can one reconcile 
the two statements that the right hon. 
Gentleman made? I am a little puzzled 
about that matter, and I hope that 
perhaps the hon. Gentleman can clear 
it up. | : 

In conclusion, the hon. Member for the 
Exchange Division of Manchester (Mr. 
Lever), made a speech which, I must say, 
I regarded as offensive, and as a speech 
which was intended to be offensive to the 
Government and not to hon. Members on 
this side of the House, although, in one 
particular, it was unfair to my right hon. 
Friend, in that he said that the right 
hon. Gentleman’s predecessor would have 
had no policy for Palestine. That, I can 
assure him, is entirely inaccurate. But 
be that as it may, the hon. Member for 
the Exchange Division of Manchester 
commented very strongly on a photo- 
graph which appeared in the “ Daily 
Express.”’ I do not propose to make 
any comment on that photograph, be- 
cause I do not think it is relevant, but 
I do make the point that anti-Semitism, 
which we all. deplore in this country, or 
which the vast majority in this country 
sincerely deplore, is, I fear, likely to 
grow so long as terrorist activities con- 
tinue while we have a large number of 
British people in Palestine who are able 
to report to their relations and friends in 
this country what is happening there. | 


Therefore, I hope that, even now, in 
the interests of the Jews in Palestine, 
in the interests of what has been done in 
Palestine since the Mandate, and also in 
the interests of Jews in Europe and dis- 


placed persons’ centres in other. parts of 
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th a orld, the terrorists will reconsider 
the..-‘actions, and will bear in'mind that 
this matter has been referred to the United 
Nations, and that the decision on the great 
pzoblem of Palestine has now passed, for 
the time being, from the hands of the 
British Government, and that no final 
decision can be, or will be, arrived at 
by the British Government until after the 
United Nations have made up their minds. 
That being so, I hope that, even now, che 
Irgan and the Stern Gang will consider 
whether any really useful purpose in the 
cause of Jewry will be served by the 
depriving of one British soldier, or more 
British soldiers, who are doing nothing 
more than their duty, of their lives, and 
that even at this stage they may reflect 
that the responding to appeals for a ces- 
sation. of hostilities is more to their 
advantage and to the advantage of every- 
one else. 


9.28 p.m. 

The Under-Secretary of the State for 
the Colonies (Mr. Ivor Thomas): The hon. 
Member for Banbury (Mr. Dodds-Parker) 
inquired about the respective responsi- 
bility of the Foreign Office and the 
Colonial Office with regard to Palestine. 
Naturally, the question of Palestine is so 
important that it engages the collective 
responsibility of the Government, and it 
may be presumed that anyone who speaks 
from this Box on Palestine will have 
informed himself about the views of the 
other Departments concerned, and about 
the latest situation as known to them. 
The division of work between the Foreign 
Office and the Colonial Office is, roughly, 
that the Foreign Office deals with Palestine 
in so far as matters of international rela- 
tions are concerned, where the Colonial 
Office deals with questions in internal 
administration in Palestine. 


It was understood that the question to 
be raised this evening would be primarily 
the measures that have been taken, or 
may be taken, arising out of the most 
deplorable murder recently of the two 
Britishsergeants, and that is the reason why 
my right hon. Friend took part in this 
Debate earlier, and why I am now speak- 
ing. These outrages have brought a dark 
smear across a very noble ideal. The 
song that was first raised by the waters 
of Babylon: 


** How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a 
strange land? ’’ 
34 K 19 
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has been raised over the centuries since 
by the Volga, the Danube, the Vistula 
and the Rhine. It haS“awakened in the 
imagination of all peoples a keen desire 
to see the Jews re-established in a National 
Home. That National Home must 
naturally be in Palestine, for there.is no 
other place that could compete with it. 
Since effect has been given to that ideal, 
many of us have also been stirred by the 
great achievements of the Yishuv in 
Palestine. There are some features of it 
which may not commend themselves so 
wholeheartedly as others. For example, 
the creation of a lido on the shore of 
Galilee has given unnecessary offence to 
Christian sentiment—— 


Mr. S. Silverman: If I may interrupt 
my hon. Friend, he is making a common 
mistake in supposing that that was a 
Jewish affair. It was not. 


Mr. Thomas: I am glad to have my hon. 
Friend’s assurance on that point. If I am 
in error, I will, of course, withdraw my 
remark completely. I was in course of 
paying a warm tribute to the Jewish 
achievement in Palestine. I was proceed- 
ing to say that the noble ideals, which 
have the sympathy of all nations through- 
out the world, have received a very sad 
check recently by this trail of outrages, 
culminating in the murder of the two 
British sergeants. 


We have, of course, other obligations 
in Palestine as well. JI was asked by 
my hon. Friend the Member for the 
Exchange Division of Manchester (Mr. 
Lever) why we are in Palestine. The 
reason is two-fold. We are there because 
we wish to fulfil this obligation to Jewry 
which we undertook in the Balfour 


Declaration, and we are there also be- 


cause we have sought to fulfil other under- 
takings to free the Arabs from those who 
ruled over them at the time. Until the 
hon. and learned Member for Daventry 
(Mr. Manningham-Buller) spoke, almost 
the most remarkable feature of this Debate 
was that no question of the position of 
the Arabs had been raised. One would 
have thought from the speeches up to that 
point that the only persons concerned in 
this matter were the Jews and ourselves, 
but of course, in any picture in perspective 
we must remember the obligations that we 
have to the Arabs and we must remember 
the rights of the Arabs. 
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Mr. Lever: Perhaps I may remind my 
hon. Friend that my question was, what 


moral or legal basis have we for the 


military occupation of Palestine - by 
y00,000 troops which are there at the 
present time? 


Mr. Thomas: The legal basis, of course, 
is the Mandate of the League of Nations 
which makes full provision for military 
as for other matters. 


Mr. S. Silverman: Are they there to 
facilitate immigration? 


Mr. Thomas: My hon. Friend will know 
that immigration and the creation of a 
National Home for the Jewish people in 
Palestine is a very important part of the 
Mandate, but it is not the whole Mandate. 
We have, for example, to carry out all 
the obligations of Article 22 of the League 
of Nations Mandate. 


Brigadier Mackeson: Perhaps I may be 
permitted to say that if the hon. Gentle- 
man would be good enough to read the 
report of my speech in HaNsARD he will 
find that the question of the Arabs was 
adequately covered. 


Mr. Thomas: I make no reproach to 
the hon. and gallant Gentleman, with 
much of whose speech I was in complete 
sympathy, but I am trying as best I can 
to put the matter into a little better per- 


spective. _ As has been pointed out by. 


the hon. and learned Member for Daven- 
try, it is perhaps inevitable, owing to 
the circumstances in which this Debate 
has arisen, that attention should have 
been concentrated on the Jews and not 
on the Arabs. 


At the time when we undertook the 
Mandate it was thought the two obliga- 
tions could be fulfilled. Not only did 
we so think; there was one moment— 
perhaps, only one moment—when the 
Jews and the Arabs thought so them- 
selves. At any rate, Dr. Weizmann and 
the Emir Feizal thought so. I suppose 
it was the coming of Hitler and the perse- 
cution of the Jews that shattered that 
hope. The prospects of co-operation be- 
tween Jews and Arabs have become much 
more slender in recent years. The posi- 
tion of Great Britain has also become 
correspondingly: more difficult. Indeed, 
the situation is now well-nigh intolerable. 


There are two matters in particular 
that make this situation almost unbear- 
34 K 20 


able.. The. first is the violence that is 
taking place in Palestine itself, fc yfne 
condemnation of which there are no 
words sufficiently strong. The second is 
the question of -illegal immigration, 
which has been raised tonight by the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
West Bristol (Mr. Stanley) and others, 
especially in connection with the return 
of the ‘‘ President Warfield ’’ to France. 
The right hon. Gentleman, in particular, 
has asked what is the reason for this 
policy, and why two ships have subse- 


quently been allowed to land illegal immi--. 


grants in Cyprus. It is not, of course, 
the case that there has been any change 
of policy. It always has been the con- 
tention of His Majesty’s Government 
that the proper course in dealing with 


‘jllegal immigrants is to return them to 


the country from which they sailed, very 
often in defiance of the international rules 
of safety at sea, and in defiance of bans 
by the country concerned. It was not, 
however, always practicable to carry out 
that policy. In the case of the “* Presi- 
dent Warfield ’’ we had, however, to face 
the fact that this was an exceptionally 
large batch of illegal immigrants, no 
fewer than 4,500; and action was parf- 
ticularly required. It so happened also 
that, owing to the presence of my right 
hon. Friend the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs in Paris, he was able to 
get an assurance from the French Gov- 
ernment that the immigrants would be 
received if they were taken back to 
France. It was that conjunction of cir- 
cumstances which led to the return of 
the ‘‘ President Warfield.”’ 


Mr. Stanley: Are we really to under- 
stand that the treatment of these illegal 
immigrants is to depend on the size of 
the shipments—that if it is a small ship 
with small numbers they can go to 


Cyprus, but that if it is a large ship with » 


large numbers they are sent back to the 
port of departure? 


Mr. Thomas: No, Sir, that is not the 


right deduction from what I was saying. — 


The fact that there were so many passen- 
gers in the ‘‘ President Warfield ’’ was 
one of the factors that had to be taken 
into account. Another was that in this 
particular case we knew the port from 
which the ship had sailed. The fact that 
she was such a large ship was one of the 
factors which enabled us to know that 
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port ‘In the case of the two vessels which 
hay 4 ‘subsequently been received in 
Cyprus it ig the case, as.the right hon. 
Gentleman inferred, that we did not know 
the ports from which those ‘ships sailed. 
The right hon. Gentleman says we can 
find out from the newspapers, but I am 
fairly certain that when he held high office 
he ‘was not content to rely on any news- 
paper, however reputable, for his infor- 
mation; and we have no knowledge of 
whence thdse ships came. This a highly 
organised traffic; as has been pointed out 
tonight. The utmost vigilance is used to 
defeat the immigration regulations of 
Palestine, and it is by no means an easy 
matter to detect this ‘traffic. Just as a 
matter ‘of interest, I’: may say that’ the 
two ships which have gone from Cyprus, 
although they arrived in Cyprus after the 
passengers of the ‘‘’President Warfield 
had been returned to French ‘territorial 
waters, were to’ the best of our knowledge, 
on the high seas before the ‘‘ President 
Warfield ’’ set out. Therefore, from that 
point of view there has certainly not been 
any change in policy. 


Mr. S. Silverman: Can the Under- 
Secretary tell us what is to be the fate 
of the people on ships now lying off 
French ports? 


Mr. Thomas: I cannot give an answer 
to that question because it depends so 
much on the persons concerned. They 
have only to walk down the gangway—— 


Mr. Silverman: But. suppose they do 
not? : 


Mr. Thomas: It is a hypothetical ques- 
tion such as we do not answer in this 
House. ja 4 


Mr. Silverman: No, it is not a hypo- 
thetical question. [Hon. MEMBERS: 
‘Sit down.’’] I should like to put this 
point to my hon. Friend. ‘He ought not 
to say it is a hypothetical question. It 
might have been a hypothetical question 
a fortnight ago, but it is not a hypothetical 
question now. The people on board have 
refused to go. It is no longer a hypo- 
thesis, but. a fact. What now ‘do the 
Government intend to do about it? 


-. Sir Jocelyn Lucas (Portsmouth, South): 

Who is feeding them? Py 

| Mr. Thomas:. I think the French 

Government are feeding them. - They are 

in French territorial waters. I cannot 
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aiiswer ‘the question’ put by my hon. 
Friend the Member for Nelson and- Colne 
(Mr. S. Silverman) because—and I repeat 
my .words—it depends so much on the 
persons concerned. It is true that, except 
for about 100 of them, they have so far 
declined to go into France. But: it may 
be they -have been under the impression 
that there will be some weakening in this 
policy, and that they still hope to get to 
Palestine, or at any rate to Cyprus, which 
they regard as a half-way house to 
Palestine. I hope it will be made clear 
to them that it is not the policy of. His 
Majesty’s Government thaf they, should 
go to Palestine or to Cyprus.. If that is 
made quite clear to them by those who 
have influence with them, then they may 
feel more disposed. to walk down the 
gangway, when they will find comfortable 
conditions awaiting them in the country 
whence they set out. | 


Mr. Silverman: How | long will the 
Government wait to see whether they do? 


Mr. Thomas: Naturally, that is not a 
question which it is possible to answer. 


Vice-Admiral Taylor: Does the initiative 
rest with the Jews on board the ships? - 


Mr. Silverman: Well, should not it? 


Vice-Admiral Taylor: Are they going to 
remain on. board as long as they like, or 
are the Government unable to make up 
their minds what to do with them? 


Mr. Thomas: J have said all that I can 
usefully say in this subject tonight. It is 
a very delicate question, and I think it 
had better be left there for reason to try 
to play its part with those on board. 
Before leaving the subject I should like 
to refer to my hon. Friend the Member 
for Devonport (Mr. Foot), who quoted 
an article by M. Blum. M. Blum is a 
man whom JI, like everyone else on these 
benches revere; and, despite the differ- 
ence in our ages, I believe he would per- 
mit me to call myself a friend. But I am 
bound to say that in such a matter as 
this he is not an entirely disinterested 
person; he is not likely to give us objec- 
tive views. As is well knowh, he is him- 
self a Jew, and he would certainly not 
wish to conceal the fact. For many years 
he has been an ardent Zionist—— - 


‘Mr. Silverman: Oh, no. 
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Mr. Thomas: What constitutes an 
ardent Zionist may be a matter of opinion, 
but I should have thought my description 
was accurate. 


Mr. Silverman: He never has been. 


Mr. Thomas: So much for the question 
of illegal immigration. I have said that 
this situation is wellnigh intolerable 


Major Beamish: Does not the Under- 
Secretary intend to say anything on any 
of the questions I asked, about discussions 
with the Polish Government, or protests 
to those countries under whose flags the 


ships sailed, or the visas issued illegally, 


or any of those other points which I 
raised? 


Mr. Thomas: A very large number of 
questions were addressed to me during the 
Debate, and I hope to answer many of 
them in the course of my reply. On others 
I shall write to the hon. Members con- 
cerned. I have, of course, implied that 
we have had the co-operation of the 
French Government to the extent of their 
receiving these ships hack. I ought also 
to mention that we have had the close 
co-operation of the Italian Government in 
this matter, but as it would take me a 
very long time to go into details I hope 
the hon. and gallant Member will let me 
leave it at that point. 


Vice-Admiral Taylor: Has there been 
any consultation with the French 
Government so that they will prohibit 
Jews going on board these ships? 


Mr. Thomas: Illegal immigration into 
Palestine causes us difficulties, and it must 
cause many difficulties to the countries 
where the immigrants collect. It is not 
quite so easy as the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman implies. The ‘* President 
Warfield ’’ was forbidden to sail from its 
port by the French authorities. 


I wish to turn to the more important 
question of the remedy for this situation, 
which, as I have said, is wellnigh in- 
tolerable. In the first place, the remedy 
certainly does not lie in reprisals. I do 
not wish to add anything to the very 
strong words of condemnation which have 
been given tonight, except to endorse 
them—whether reprisals take place in 
this country or in Palestine. In answer to 
a direct question, however, I ought to 
say that an inquiry 1s being made by the 
High Commissioner into the disturbances 
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at Tel Aviv... In anticipation of the: resalt, 
I-can say definitely that troops: wet"Mpt 
‘nvolved,. While I am on this question of 
reprisals, I think I might conveniently 
deal here with the question of collective 
fines, which belongs in a sense to the 
category of reprisals. I must point out 
that there is a difference between the 


present situation and the Arab revolt, | 


when that policy was successfully used. 
In those days, the persons who led the 
revolt were known and could be easily 
detected, but at the present time it is ex- 
ceedingly difficult, in the large urban 
Jewish population, to detect who are the 
terrorists. Therefore, in the days of the 
Arab revolt it was posible to levy a 
collective fine which would be just, in the 
sense that it punished the people re- 
sponsible, but at the present time collec- 
tive fines would inevitably fall on the 
innocent as well as the guilty, and more 


- probably on the innocent than on the 


guilty. 


Brigadier Mackeson: Surely, this petrol 
tax is, in fact, a collective fine? 


Mr. Thomas: That aspect has been 
very carefully considered, and some of 
the tax is to be used for social services 
for the benefit of the Arab community. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
West Bristol has a different remedy. He 
says the situation should be treated as a 
military situation, but it is, in fact, being 
so treated. The troops in Palestine have 
sometimes been described as carrying out 
police duties, but it is only in a very loose 
sense that they can be so described. Their 
function in Palestine is to give help to the 
civil authorities, when it is required, in 
preserving order. It is recognised that 
they are living under quasi-wartime con- 
ditions and their mode of life is regulated 
accordingly. This naturally means a 
great deal of discomfort for the troops. 
The question of amenities, which was 
raised by several hon. Members, is. im- 
portant. Since the question was raised 
in the House, I have made such inquiries 
as I could. I can say at once that no 
complaints have been received about 
amenities. ‘No complaints” is a 
familiar phrase in the Army, but I know 
that the High Commissioner and the 
General Officer Commanding have been 
very solicitous in this matter. I have 
every reason to believe that the amenities 
are as satisfactory as they can be, in the 
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+) strained situation - existing in Pales- 
tine at.the. present time. The hon. and 
gallant Member for Hythe and the’ hon. 
and jearned Member for Daventry asked, 
in particular, that the convoy system 
should be: introduced. for. motor traffic. 
My right: hon. Friend made it clear that 
there has been ‘no interference with the 
military ..in-.whatever they considered 
necessary for the preservation of order in 
Palestine. But I will see that their sug- 


ar h gestion, along with others which have 


‘seen made in this Debate, is conyeyes to 
the High Commissioner. 


For my part, I am ceived that the 
only remedy for this situation is a politi- 
cal remedy. It is not possible to solve 


-such’a problem as this purely by military 


methods, Military methods have their 
place, of course, and if necessary we shall 
be quite firm in applying them to any ex- 
tent that may be necessary. But these 
cannot, by themselves, create conditions 
which will be satisfactory. in Palestine. 
The parallel of Ireland has been cited fre- 
quently in this Debate, and it is the case, 
of course, that what. produced .a solution 
in Ireland eventually was the Treaty. It 
was a political solution, though military 
methods.might have had their place in 
leading up to that solution. In the same 
way, in Palestine — : 


Mr. Logan (Liverpool, | Scotland 
Division): Is my hon. Friend saying that 
the policy in Palestine is on a par with 
the Boney: which is used in Northern Ire- 
land: 


Mr. Thomas: No, I was saying that the 
Trish question has been cited tonight, 
ly forthe purpose of illustration, and 

‘n some respects it illustrates the 


® .blem, although, in other respects, it is 


very different. The lesson I wish to draw 
is that to remedy this situation we must 
approach the — problem ‘by _ political 
methods, in addition to any military 


‘measures that it is necessary to take. Such 


a solution must be sought through the 
United Nations. The right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for West Bristol said that 
in his view there was only one solution, 
and that if partition could not be obtained 
and I inferred that partition was the 
solution he would have liked to have seen 
—we ought to evacuate Palestine. - I must 
point out: that to obtain partition or to 


evacuate Palestine we must take the 


matter to the United Nations. We are in 
34 K 23 
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Palestine in virtue of a Mandate; if that 
is to be altered, or given up, we must have 
the consent of the United Nations. 


Mr. Stanley: Does the hon. Gentleman 
mean to say that we cannot. give up the 
Mandate without the consent of the 
United Nations? — 


Mr. Thomas: We must give it up to 
someone, and that someone is now the 
United Nations, as the successor to the 
League of Nations, from whom we re- 
ceived it. The right hon. Gentleman is 
not the sort of person to run away from a 
task, and he would know that we just 
cannot walk away from Palestine without 
consulting the United Nations. We should 
have been under an obligation to go to the 
United Nations whatever solution we 
adopted in this matter. The right hon. 
Gentleman has charged us with delay by 
this reference to the United Nations. As 
my right hon. Friend said, the calling of 

a special Assembly of the United Nations 
fas speeded up this matter by several 
months. If this reference had been left 
to the regular meeting of the General 
Assembly, due in September, the same 
course would have had to have been 
followed. A Fact-Finding Committee 
would have had to be appointed, and it 
would have had to conduct. its investiga- 
tions in Palestine and.to.report later to 
the. next Assembly. The. course adopted 
has, in fact, oo Up: this matter by 
several months. | 


The right hon. Gentleman also died 
that we should have accompanied the 
reference to the United Nations with a 


policy which we ourselves favoured. This 


matter has been fully and exhaustively 
treated by the Foreign Secretary himself. 
I must briefly point out the obvious dis- 
advantages of such a course. We have, 
for a long period, tried to find a satisfac- 
tory policy in Palestine. -Our latest effort 
was the scheme known as _ provincial 
autonomy. It found favour neither with 
Jews nor with Arabs, and, to be candid, I 
do not think that it found a great deal of 
favour in this country. What could we 
have done? Ought we to have presented 
to the United Nations a policy which had 
been so decisively rejected both by the 
Jews and the Arabs? Moreover, if we had 
strongly supported any: particular line of 


policy we should have been accused of try- 
ing to influence the United neon in forme 


ing a policy. 
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Mr. Lever: Why not relieve us of the 
responsibility altogether? 


Mr. Thomas: It is surely much better, 
while giving all tlie help to the United 
Nations which they ask, to leave them free 
to come to whatever judgment, after very 
full consideration, they consider proper. 


Mr. Stanley: Does the hon. Gentleman 
mean that we are not going to try to 
influence the United Nations? 


Mr. Thomas: I have said that, having 
tried ourselves for a long period to find a 
satisfactory solution, and having failed to 
do so, we have submitted this matter to 
the United Nations and asked them to 
find a solution. That course has already 
done a great deal of good. I think that it 
has already brought out, for example, that 
this is primarily a dispute between Jews 
and Arabs and not a dispute between 
both and Great Britain. I have followed 
very closely the deliberations of the Com- 
mittee and that is certainly the impression 
left on my mind and, indeed, I think on 
the Press of the world. I have been 
asked also whether we will accept the 
recommendations of the United Nations 
when they are made. The United King- 
dom is a good member of the United 
Nations and forwarded the problem in 
good faith for the United Nations to ex- 
plore tie whole question and make a 
recommendation on the future status of 
Palestine. We should not be asked uni- 
laterally to make a declaration if the 
other members of the United Nations have 
not yet declared themselves. We sub- 
mitted the problem in good faith and will 


“? 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS Palestine 


loyally meet our obligations in regaj;’ fo 


any recommendations made by the U.«eud|“ 


Nations. With regard to the question off 
carrying out any recommendations made} 
by the United Nations, obviously His} 
Majesty’s Government cannot be com-; 
mitted in the absence of any knowledge| 
of what these commitments may be. 


Mr. Dodds-Parker: Will the hon. 
Gentleman give an assurance that the 
House will be consulted first? |. 


Mr. Thomas: I cannot give an assur-’' 
ance so categorical, for this touches one | 
of the fundamentals of the constitution | 
and also a practical necessity. Executive | 
action must remain in the hands of His | 
Majesty’s Government; and it may be | 
necessary in the United Nations itself to , 
make known our attitude to this question | 
at a time when there is no possibility of | 
learning beforehand the views of the | 
House. Of course, matters of this im- 
portance obviously would have to come : 
before the House. | | 


My time is almost up and in the few 
remaining moments I should like to say — 
that there is one other element which must - 
come into the solution. The co-operation 
of the Yishuv is absolutely essential in 
bringing about a solution to this problem. 


I noted with approval the statement of 
one hon. Member earlier that the Jewish 
Agency had created a monster which it 
might find very troublesome later on. 


It being Ten o’Clock the Mots the | 
‘Adjournment lapsed without Question | 


put. 


It is also in its own interest so to a 
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Goloniel uffice, 
Downing Street, 
a oe le 


august 15, 1947. 


eM gt ae ne ate 


ies ort 


O° AMG FEA 
. es oe buco re 
i am & 3 ad very much time to study your 
letter of the 5th ..u,ust to Trafford smith about the printed 
Gocument containing the replies by the tHish Jommissioner to | 
valestine to the .uestionnaire from the Jccretary of tate for 
the wJolonies in merch L9L4. 8 yOu know we had debates on the 
L2th or 13th ..ugust andi they took up mout of our time, TENS 
Btudy wiieh we and the soreign .ffice had been able to cive to 
it, however, up to yesterday wo tending to lead towards the 
conclusion that .it woula be inadvisable to place these notes 
at the disposal of the Jommittee for two reasons. In the 
Lirst place, it is clear from the document itself that it is 
based on a plan of partition involving an Association of 
Levent statese Lt will be most undesirable as you yourself 
point out to give a public indication at this stage that in 
L944, « acheme of partition for Palestine was approved by a 
ministerial committee of the Var Gabinet which was predicated 
upon an arbitrary adjustment of Arab sovereignty in the Middle 
neste should Such an impression become current shortly before 
the forthcoming General assembly it would be a matter of the 
Liveliest regret to the “oreign Uffice. We were, therefore, 
most anxious to scrutinize the notes minutely in order to ensure 
that no reference to this .ssociation was apparent or implicit. 
fhe second reason was linked with difficulties which we are 
encountering over the proposal to gain the consent of the Etate 
Departinent to the submission to the Committee of the irooke~ 
Grady proposals. I mention in pussing that the itate Department 
are quite prepared to have this lutter document presented tc the 
vomnittee, together with its appendices, but only on the strict 
understanding that it will be made clear to the Sonmittee that 
the United states Government did not ani does not now endorse 
the Scheme aS a Solution for the valestine problem, wuch &- 
statement that the United tates Govermaent is still resslutely 
opposed to such & Scheme would, we fear, be Surficient to 
eliminate, at least in the minds of some meibers of the Comittee, 
the likelihood of ucceptance in the United Nations of any 
federal autonomy plan. v6 @ve still in consultation wits 
sasnington on this point but if we are unable to present the 
Hrooke-GPragy proposals, then the only proposals of detail which 
heave been submitted albeit confidentially by us to the Jonmittee, 
will be those connected wlth partition. "hls might be jucged 
by the Committee to indicate that this was the only policy 


nye 


Which H.ii.G, regarded as feasible. 


t. 
7 


In spite of the above considerations, on hearing from you by 
telephone yesterday that the Chairman was under the impression 
that the High Comnissioner had virtually promised him the 
partition document ana that you were under pressure to deliver it, 
we decided, after a brisk round<up of opinion last night, thet 
on balance, the notes which you suggested submitting to the 
Committee should in fact go forward to them. We will be grateful 
to know, however, if you have reason to suppose that in discussing 
this juestionnaire with the Cheirmin the tiigh Jonmissioner 
indicated that it was in fect predicated upon & rearrangement 
Of arab sovereignty in the ifiddle fast. I nesd not again stress 
the undesirability of the Chairman expanding upon this topic to- 
his colleegues. | 
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We agree that the parts you indicate should be supplied in 
the form of a series of typed notes and thet an explanstory note 
on the lines you Suggest should be attached to each copys in 
the draft note which you Submit we would prefer to insert after 
the wore "written" in the second line, "by the then High | 
Sommissiconer’, as we feel thit this insertion will give the 
notes greater authority in the eyes of the Committes. I shall 
come later on to this letter to a su 
the explanatory note. 

Let me nov take the notes in turn and indicate the further 
ainend@ments or Geletions which appear to us ta be adviseble. 
{a} .uestion 2: 


Par rmuirinves wen weer Sree es ty 


eara, bt Line Ge Delete “whe will be in enjoyment 
GompLete independence". 


Omit last two Bentences « 


conclude, “particularly, it shall 
station troops there”. 


with you that there is no hara in leaving 

the second part of article IX, but if we leave 
the letter (a) it might be taken by members of the 
Sommittee to ican that certain other points of 
detail of cur security interests have been 
purposely omitted. | 

suestion 3. io commnente 

juestion 4 Ho comment. 

~uestion 5» oO qornnmuente 

qMestion 6. No commente 


ues tion 1? 
Ling ee amend to 
Parce 9: wine Lie nBeend to 
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yueStion LO: 


i am afraid we have been unabie to Lay our hands on 
a copy of the map referred t0. “he Gap, as you 
know, was never printed. 4@ therefore suggest that 
wuestion ly ve not submitted te the voumittes but 
as you stated that it would be of value to you Ln 
answering a question, we would, oi course, have no 
objection to your using such information in Lt as 
may be intelligible without the Map. wo Lar ae i 
ean recollect, considerable detail about the mining 
concessions is given in the survey but i have not 
had time to check tiis. If a copy of the map 
comas to Light in further searches, I shali, of 
course, send you a copy Tor your own information. 


(e) vuestion 23: 


Gj. Omit section (i} in view of answer to 
SB and re=nuiber section (ii}) as (a). 


snestion 16: 


on 
Ath ter 
Rests 


Cuan 


a3 


PSE ct 


Question 16; 

Delete para. 3 and add to end of para. 2, new sentence, 
*tt will, therefore, bs advisable to make participation 
in a Joint Railway Board obligatory from the outset, the 
Clause to this dfect being inserted in the relevant 
treaties". 


Renuwiber subsequent paragrapnae 


Selete, “as stated by the Kinisterial 


rerae 8: iine 8 amend, ‘throughout the group" to, 
"In ail three states". 


question L&: 
Peres Ls Line jelete, “on behalf of the Guarantor rowers". 


‘but it might be deemed unwise". 


ile 


“in the conditions which will 
Ingert beLore “intervention”, “intern: 


he .ssociation", 


add at end, ‘assuming that Great Britain has and 
is exercising @ risht to station troops in the Jewish Gtate", 


POG. OG amend first 3 lines to read “in additinn to these 
duties it is suggested that the following functions might be 
ineluded in those essigned to the International sody". 


Nelete references to other replies. 
=): | Omit. 
i mite pax . b} and omit reference to otner reply. 
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wiber as 2. 

“Jewish state” to real, “other states", 
"tate" to, “tates. 
"end", insert, "for the Jewish otete™. 
Re-rumber us Fe 

for "Government" read, Governments” « 

Betore “State", insert, “Jewish”. 


Delete section XI. 


/(j)  auestion ahs 


J& 


ER 
aut 


« 8 @aended. Delete .uotution marks. 
"It hes frequently been sugested that's 


as 


ae f 
guotation*, read, "suggestion". 


after, ‘annexure’, insert, "to the note 
nt of Guevession states". 


aete “two, 
vor "“Gonstitution”, read, "Sonstdi tutions” 


overmasnt’, read, “Governments”. 


Kat 
S 


ye ae Fo I ee a 3 fo xed Por further information on the International Body 

Fee | : SONI SO UN and you will note that we have leit reference to it in the text 

of the notes. ie have not yet been abie to investignte the 
relevant papers to Ciscover the exact scope and Zuneticns 
envisaged for this Body but it 1s clear although the functions were 
worked out in some detail, the exuct constitution of the Body 
and the suurece of its powers were necessarily left vague in early 

, if questioned about the international body by the 

ttee, the best ling to take would be that at that stage in 

the development of intornuticnal organization, isi.G. were 
unable to define precisely the nature of the interm tional 
Supervision which clearly woulu be necessary for & partition of 
ealestines They did, however, contemplate sane supervisory body 
of permanent composition ani representing the interested rovers 
which would be a subeaagency of the Successor of the League of 
Nationse 3ome of the functions to be allotted to Miia Body 
are outlined in the note provided, If we can discover some further 
intormation for you on this solnt ve will let you know inmediately. 

invoruation cbout the international bedy, ae intiieated above, 

might usefully be alded to the explanatory note which you propose 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION, 
GENEVA 
No. 1443, D. 5.55.pem. August 15th, 1947. 


AER Rte EE CRED 


August 15th, 1947, 
meme meme Q() Qe mene 
IMMEDIATE 
secret, 
Following for licGillivray, 


An answer to your letter of the 5th August is in 
to-day 's bage You wil] notice that it contains 
amendments to Question of the 1944 paper, 


2 We think however that no more need be said about 
the International Body than is contained in the penultimate 
paragraph of Mathieson's letter, We therefore endorse 
your suggestion that Question 18 should not (repeat not) be 
submitted. 
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No doubt you will have received 
petitions from many parts of the country with 
regard to suitable retribution being exacted 
from the terrorists in Palestine on account 
of the recent atrocities, in particular the 
hanging of two British sergeants. 


I am enclosing one tnat I have 
received from a number of Trade Unionists in 
my constituency. 


I am finding increasing indignation 
being expressed, as it is felt that with real 
determination and a full-scale probing of the 
underground terrorists in Palestine, the whole 
of this trouble could be rapidly eradicated. 
After all, Palestine is no larger than Wales 
and erven Jewish sympathy does not lie entirely 
with the terrorists, so surely complete 
eradication of the terrorist movement would not 


‘pe an insuperable task if it was tackled with 


determination and vigour. 


I find my constituents express 
tneir chief disgust at the inaction characteris- 
ing our policy in Palestine. 


Rt. Hon. E. Bevin, M.P., 
Secretary of State 
Foreign Office 

Downing St. 

S.W.l. 
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(E 7491/46/31 } 


Dear Cooper, 


You will remember that you wrote to me on the 
6th August, enclosing a resolution from a group of trade 
unionists in your constituency who asked for immediate 
action to be taken against the terrorists in Palestine. 


Energency Regulations, 


full powers to act against terror,sm 
reference back to London. He 18 of course in 
constant contact w 


er Commanding, 
and he hes agre 3 3 


and are making the 
possible in the 
attempts which are 
action naturally do 
That the success of 


more complete is due to 
nst small 


ole? 


SPT 


comparative 18 primarily a4 
result ) | 


| he Jewish community, 
ead the Jewish Agency, to give information to the 
police. 
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Parliamentary Question 


. 83. Dr. Segal,—To ask the Secretary of State for: the Colonies, for what reasons Mr. 
pt _ Charlton, the Governor of Acre Gaol, was suspended from his duties; what was the — 
‘ previous record of this officer in the Palestine Police Force; and what is to be jhis 
future disposal. [Wednesday 18th August.] 


ee | | | 
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ANSWERER "ob ane 19¢. 
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REPLY AT fone 


FOREGO EET, = 


F.0, ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE. 


Acre Gaol (Governor’s Suspension) 


we 

Dr. Segal asked the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies for what reasons Mr. 

Charlton, the Governor of Acre Gaol, was 

suspended from his duties; what was the 

previous record of this officer in the 
_ Palestine Police Force; and what is to be — 

| his future disposal. 


Mr. Creech Jones: Mr. Charlton was 
suspended for refusing to carry out the 
execution of three Jewish terrorists. This 
‘matter is the subject of an inquiry insti- 
tuted by the High Commissioner for 
Palestine and I am awaiting his report 
on the results of the investigation. 
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Parliamentary Question 
82. Dr. Segal,—To ask the Seeretary of State for the Colonies, why Mr. I Rokach was 
: placed under arrest; whether he is aware that this official risked his life to save the 
lives of two British officers kidnapped in January last; whether His Excellency the: 
High Commissioner authorised his arrest; andwwhether he will seek to ease the 


éxisting tension in Palestine by considering his immediate release. [Wednesday 18th — 
August.| | 
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PALESTINE 
Mr. Rokach (Detention) 


Dr. Segal asked the Secretary of State 
‘for the Colonies why Mr. I. Rokach was 
‘placed under arrest; whether he is aware 
that this official risked his life to save the 
ives of two British officers kidnapped 

in January last; whether His Excellency 
the High Commissioner authorised his 
arrest; and whether he will seek to ease 
the existing tension in Palestine by con- 
sidering his immediate release. 


Mr. Creech Jones: Mr. I. Rokach was 
detained under Regulation rrr of Pales- 
tine Defence (Emergency) Regulations, 
1945. He is known to have contacts with 
terrorist organisations but although he 
acted as a go-between in the incident re- 
ferred to in January last, he has consis- 


tently refused to co-operate with the. 


security authorities. The period of his 
detention is a matter for the local 
authorities. 
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that Great Britain is aimed at, but that 
J there is a feud in which we, unfortunately, 
intervene. But, as it increases, our 
anxiety in this country increases. 
Many of us are implicated in the matter. 
I have a son who may be going out and 
there are many thousands like him. We 
can take it. "We proved that we could 
é it in a war, when many of us lost 
: aeeas those of whom we were very fond. Then, 
. ‘PALESTINE. however, there was an abicet an enemy, 
11.38 a.m. and a policy—to win the war. We won 
Viscount LONG rose to call the atten- the ila ae sacrifice was too great 
tion of His Majesty’s Government to the Wh one ne ne ah eae ae top. 
conditions in Palestine; and to move for at he me . | : mas called upon 
Papers. The noble Viscount said: My og ae rh UW elieve in ruling or in 
Lords, in rising to address your Lordships ee mace Pal ; S NE got enough 
on the Motion which stands in my name, | Poor r in Palestine? Not very long ago 
I had no idea a week ago when I put one . our Judges was sitting in his Court Pa 
ie uiioa-on ke Omer Paper Gar eee 8 
grave question of Palestine was to be dis- | fees idnapped and taken prisoner. Are < 
cussed in another place, as it was yester- the greatest precautions being taken now a 
day. The sole reason that prompted me Soeiar Ou Judges See longer held ba 
to put the Motion down was the amount | ae moe woe It is this sort of thing =) 
of correspondence I was receiving, and a is making people here very anxious. mt 
have received, from all parts of the |} see we had - appa eee ore x 
country expressing grave anxiety about | eae of the two N.C.O.’s—one of n 
the position in Palestine. Had I known whom came from my own port and city e 
that this was going to be discussed in | of Bristol. How does it come about that - 
another place I should have gone on with | oe poss can happen if we are properly ° 
my ‘Motion, and since reading the reply organized? Is every precaution taken to a 
of the Under-Secretary in another place, I | °~ that eg soldiers do not walk about s 
am bound to confess that my fears as to in driblets? Even as the noble Marquess, 2 | 
the future of Palestine during the holidays, Lord Salisoury, was putting a Tecent ques: = 
“4 when we are going to be away for at least tion, a Ministry of Labour building out = 
eight weeks, have been added to rather there was biown up, and three more of = 
than decreased. our police were killed. The position 1s ° 
With regard to the question that I was Brae weEe cay ny Sey ‘ 
to raise and of which I gave private notice One thought we might get a little more © 
to the noble Viscount, Lord Hall, who | encouraging news yesterday when ‘the g 
on a is to reply, as to whether the High Com- Secretary of State replied to the debate in = 
missioner had full powers to act without another place. Apparently, we now have 
consultation with His Majesty’s Govern- | to wait further developments. JI do not 
ment, I accept the reply given by the criticize that; but we are now told that 
Secretary of State yesterday that he had. | we must wait four or five weeks before 
We come to the question of the Com- | the results of certain investigations are 
mander-in-Chief. We hear that there are | known. I wish to ask the noble Vis- 
vast Forces in Palestine at this moment— | count who is to reply whether a Com- 
approximately, 100,000. Whether or not | mittee is being set up. _If not, would it 
these Forces were being extended, the | not be wise to set one up before the House 
fact remains that terrorism is continuing. | rises so that the result of the inquiries can 
I give place to no one in my admiration | be immediately investigated, and such 
of the patience and tolerance of our action taken as may be necessary? Surely 
brilliant and magnificent troops in whatever action is necessary should be 
Palestine during this time; and I do not | taken at once. That, I believe, is what 
desire to criticize in any way the action of the people of this country are looking 
s the Higher Command out there. But | for, and what, so far, they’ have « not 
terrorism and crime increase in Palestine received. I appreciate that many of your 
—alas! on both sides. I do not believe | Lordships have had far greater experience 
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[Viscount Long. | 

of this grave question than I have. There- 
fore, I do not wish to go into great detail, 
or to propound what I think should or 
should not happen. But I should like 
to express to His Majesty’s Government 
the great anxiety felt by all the parents 
and wives of men serving in Palestine at 
this moment. They are getting more 
uneasy as time goes on. 


But there is another aspect of the 
question, and that is the ships which 
convey Jews illegally to Palestine. These 
ships come from a port in a friendly 
country, a country with whom we have a 
treaty of friendship. These ships were 
allowed to leave, and I would like to ask 
His Majesty’s Government whether we 
were informed that these Jews were board- 
ing the ships, and if so, why did the 
French Government allow it to go? I 
should also like to ask whether representa- 
tions have been made on this matter 
through our Ambassador in Paris. We are 
told that 4,000 Jews were illegally 
travelling on one ship to Palestine, and of 
course there are other ships. Who is pay- 
ing for this? We are paying a consider- 
able sum of money for our troops in 
Palestine. Are we to bear the whole 
burden of the extra cost caused by these 
ships? 


The Under-Secretary of State in his 
reply yesterday said: ‘‘I think the 
French Government are feeding them.’’ 
After four weeks, the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies does not know 
what is happening to these Jews. Surely 
we can have a definite answer as to what is 
happening and who is paying for these 
ships and for the feeding of these Jews? 
As they came from France, I should have 
thought France would have paid her 
share. Why should the cost fall on this 
county? So with Italy. Exactly the same 
thing happened there prior to this incident; 
a ship tried to get into Palestine but 
eventually the people were transferred 
from it to Cyprus. Were there no means 
of acting through our Ambassador to 
Italy? After all, we have done a great 
deal for that country. On the other hand, 
in the case of a Swedish ship in a Swedish 
port, I understand that we made repre- 
sentations to stop that ship leaving that 
port to govand pick up illegal Jews. If 
it can be done there, why can it not be 
done with France and Italy? 


Can the noble Viscount when he replies 
tell us whether these illegally-travelling 
people—I am very sorry for them; they 
have had an awful time in Central 
Europe—are being financed by the Com- 
munists? If they are being financed by the 
Communists, the country should be told, 
and we should know then how to deal with 
this matter. But there is a complete 
silence. I am proud to say that I have 
amongst my friends a considerable number 
of Jews; I mean-that with all sincerity. 
They subscribe to the fund in this 
country which, very properly, has been in 
existence for many years, to help their 
kith and kin in Central Europe. Two of 
those prominent Jews said to me the other 
day, “‘ I wonder where this money really 
goes? ’’ I am not making any insinuaticn 
against the Association, but do the 
Government know, as I am sure they 
must know because there is this Treasury 
ban on money, where this money is going, 
whether it is really getting into the right 
hands to help the Jews who are allowed 
to be sent to Palestine or whether it is 
getting into the hands of Communists who 
are using it deliberately to stab England 
in the back? 


There are other questions that I would 


like to raise, but I do not propose to 


detain your Lordships much longer, except 
to say this. Having read this reply on 
the part of His Majesty’s Government that 
everything is to be postponed, that the 
Minister in another place regrets that he 
really cannot answer that, that it is all 
very difficult, I am bound to say that it 
is all very difficult. No one abhors riots 
more than I do, and you must not try the 
patience of people too long. You must 
try to help them. Tell them the facts and 
England will stand up to anything, but 
you go on putting it off and putting 
it off and shelving it. After the five 
weeks that these ships have been 
in port you can only answer “J 
think.’’ In these circumstances it is right 
and proper that this Motion should be 
moved on the flocr of your Lordships’ 
House to-day before we go for our holiday. 
I beg to move for Papers. 


II.53 a.m. 

THE Margugess oF READING: My 
Lords, if I may say so, I think that the 
noble Viscount who moved this Motion 
did well—I say this very respectfully— 
to confine himself, in discussing his 
Motion, to the immediate situation and not 
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to embark upon a longer-term view of a 
matter which is still under consideration 
and, one hopes, is possibly approaching 
decision by a Committee of the United 
Nations. I do not propose to follow the 
noble Viscount point by point. The matter 
is for the Government to deal with, but I 
might perhaps say one word which I hope 
may be of some reassurance to him on one 
matter which he raised towards the end 
of his speech. He talked about a fund 
existing in this country for the purpose of 
acsisting Jews in distress in Germany and 
Central Europe. I think I know the fund 
to which he is referring. If I do, IT have 
been associated with it since its foundation 
in the early ‘thirties. I think my noble 
friend Viscount Samuel was its first Presi- 
dent and I do not think that any of your 
Lordships would accuse either of us or the 
others of the Jewish community who are 
responsible for the conduct of that 
fund 


Viscount LONG: I was not attempt- 


ing to accuse anybody here. 


Tue Marquess oF READING: I quite 
accept that. I am not making any point 
against the noble Viscount. I make the 
general observation that I do not think 
that those responsible for the conduct of 
that fund would be accused by those who 
knew them of having Communist sym- 
pathy or failing to take proper precautions 
to see that such funds as left this country 
for the benefit of Jews on the Continent 
were used for those purposes and only for 
those purposes, and that every effort was 
made, and I believe mist successfully 
made, to seal off any possibility of those 
funds going astray and reaching undesjy- 
able destinations. 


I only want to say one or two pos- 
sibly somewhat disconnected words, 
reflections which have been borne in 
upon me by the course of recent events. 
The first is this. In saying this and in 
saying anything else that I say today, 
I would make it clear that I have no 
authority to speak for the Jewish com- 
munity in-this country or indeed for any- 

body except myself, but I have an 
obvious interest in knowing, so far as 
one can, what the prevailing view is. 
Perhaps I may take this opportunity of 
indicating on one or two points what’'l 
believe that view to be. I have read on 
frequent occasions lately statements and 
exhortations from perfectly friendly 
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| sources appealing to the Jews of this 

| country to use their influence with the 
terrorists in Palestine. At the first ap- 
proach there is, of course, nothing in 
the least improper in that. Indeed, it 
would be quite right that the Jews of this 
country should be asked to use their in- 
fluence, but it is no good asking them 
to use their influence if they, have none. 
I sometimes wonder, when people exhort 
us here to use our influence with the 
terrorists in Palestine, what action they 
have in mind that we should take. What 
do they conceive that we can do in any 
way to moderate or restrain the activities 
of these wild and irresponsible men? We 
who do not agree with them and are at 
the same time Jews are probably the 
people in the world who have the least 
influence with them, and all I would say 
on that is that it really is no good issuing 
vague exhortations to the Jewish com- 
munity in this country to exercise an in- 
fluence which they do not possess and 
which in the very circumstances of the 
case they are the persons least likely to 
possess. 


I only wish—I think that is common 
to the whole of the Jewish community 
here—that we had some influence that 
we could use, because it is not an attrac- 
tive position for any of the Jews here, 
perhaps particularly, if I may say So, 
for those thousands of Jews who in the 
past years served in His Majesty’s 
Forces. - We read now from day to day 
the hoitible and squalid story of the 
events in Palestine. I think it is true 
to say of the past that in every country 
a great danger to the Jewish community 
of that country has been the growth of a 
fanatical and perfervid spirit of national- 
ism. It is a terrible thing, perhaps par- 
ticularly for Jews themselves, to see’ even 
a small section of Jews, even confined to 
that one country of ‘Palestine, attacked 
by this same deadly violence which has 
been the destruction of so many of their 
fellows in the past. it does not make it 
any better that a considerable quantity 
of that violence is injected from outside 
and from a section of a country with 
which otherwise this country is on the 
friendliest terms and, in the interests 
of the peace of the world should 
remain upon the +' friendliest -. terms. 
1 believe it is absolutely true to: say that 
the Jewish community in this country 

| view with increasing disgust, detestation, 
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and dismay, the campaign of vituperation 
carried on by a section, probably 
numerous and certainly vociferous, of the 
Jewish community in the United: States, 
in which virulence of expression seems to 
be equalled only by ignorance and distor- 
tion of fact. It is a tragic situation, when 
the great need of the world is peace, that 
the opportunity should be taken by any 
section of any community to go to the 
lengths of excess, of incitement and exe- 
cration which that particular section, by 
no means representing the whole of the 
Jewish community of the United States, 
has allowed itself to achieve. 


Having said that, I want to say only 
one more thing. Hidden behind the dust 
of this unhappy conflict there still remain, 
either in the camps or elsewhere, many 
tens of thousands of those who were the 
inhabitants of the concentration camps in 
the days of the liberation of Germany, 
now two and a quarter years ago. I have 
seen it said that these two problems are 
quite separate, and that it is wrong to 
confuse the problem of Palestine with the 
problem ofthe ultimate settlement of these 
persons. I have enough personal experi- 
ence to know that you cannot separate 
those two problems. In connexion with 
the sameFund that I referred to earlier on, 
in the years before the war, when there 
were many thousands of refugees fleeing 
from Germany and Austria to the sanc- 
tuary of this country—a fact which the 
section of American Jewry to which I have 
just referred seems now conveniently to 
forget—and when those many thousands 
of Jews were given temporary sanctuary 
here on their waysto their ultimate destina- 
tions, those of us who were responsible 
for the organization which received them 
here looked after them during their stay 
and intended, if the war had not come, 
to send them on to their ultimate hore, 
found ourselves beating against one barred 
and bolted door after another. 


I do not think the experience in the 
short interval of the post war years has 
been very different. Whether one 
sympathizes with the ideological con- 
siderations which 
thoughts to Palestine, or whether one’s 
conscience—whether it be a Jewish or a 
Gentile conscience—is stirred by the plight 
of these unhappy people, there are these 
two considerations, to be borne in mind. 
First of all, from whatever aspect, what- 


turn many Jews’ | 


ever state of mind they may have s.urted. 
at the time of liberation, I believe it is 
true to say now that their hopes are con- 
centrated ultimately upon finding a home 
in Palestine, amongst people who want to 
receive them, rather than being given a 
home in some other country, amongst 
people who receive them out of kindness 
and charity, but perhaps with just a little 
hesitation and. reluctance—enough to 
destroy the welcome. 


I hope, therefore, that the Government 
have not forgotten the position of these 
people, and will do something in order 
to give them at least some hope upon 
which to live, looking forward to the time 
when they may achieve—or at least the 
majority of them—what is, perhaps, the 
only ambition now left to them in life. 
Some of them may take the view that they 
have earned, by what they have under- 
gone during these past years, some right 
to a little consideration in the choice which 
is made as to their future. I do not 
propose to elaborate that, but merely 
to state it as a point of view which is 
present in many of their minds. My 
Lords, I know it is difficult. I know that 
the reply which is made, and cogently 
made, by the Arabs in that part of the 
world: That it is for the other countries 
to share with them in the absorption of 
this population. 

One has, I think, always to bear in 
mind, firstly, what they have gone 
through; and, secondly, one thing of 
which I am satisfied, the fact of where 
their hopes lie for the future. The picture 
at this moment may be sufficiently sombre. 
It is not easy to see a rift in the clouds 
which hang over Palestine, but at the 
same time there may, perhaps, be just 
this one brighter reflection. In the past 
few years, not’once but many times in 
this House and in another place, there 
have been debates, sometimes 
acrimonious, certainly by no means 
unanimous, on the subject of India, and 
the policy to be followed in regard to | 
the future status of that country It is . 
not long now since in both Houses a policy 
was approved, with almost, if not quite, 
complete unanimity by all Parties, which 
it was generally hoped would lead to a 
lasting settlement of the Indian problem. 
That example, perhaps, gives us a little 
foundation and hope that the time may 
not be too long deferred when, in this 
House and another place, we may 
welcome a solution of a kindred problem 


WOONOT °391430 GY093¥ QI1ENd 3HL 40 LHD 1¥9Ad09 


none 


ys 
% 


ae aad 
aA 
7 


\) 


psi ie 


LIL, t 


I 370 Palestine 


in Palestine, and that as a result there 
may return to that country the peace 
which is the ultimate and overwhelming 
desire of all sections of opinion. 


12.9 p.m. 

THE Lorp BisHop oF DERBY: My 
Lords, in the unavoidable absence of the 
most reverend Primate, I find myself 
called upon to say a few words on behalf 
of those who habitually sit on these 
Benches. Let me say at once with what 
deep sympathy every member of your 
Lordships House must have listened to 
the very moving speech which we have 
just heard from the noble Marquess. Let 
me say, too, that we share to the full the 
distress and horror to which he has given 
expression, and which everyone else must 
feel at the present state of affairs in 
Palestine and at the mounting toll of out- 
rages and crimes by which that unhappy 
country’s immediate history is being 
disfigured. 

During these recent years of bloodshed 
and outrage, cruelty and violence, the 
world has supped full of horrors, and the 
mind is in danger of being hardened and 
habituated to the story of them. They 
become familiar, too familiar, to us all. 
It is important that we should not allow 
ourselves to give way to the idea that 
crimes. of violence are either inevitable 
or excusable, or that the guilt or heinous- 
ness of them is in the least degree miti- 
gated by repetition. Having said that, 
I would go on to say that the Christian 
Church cannot in principle identify itself 
with Zionism. The legitimate claim of 
the Jews in Palestine is not to the posses- 
sion of the country but to a National 
Home there. Whether that home can be 
so extended as to take in all the displaced 
Jews from Europe who would desire to 
migrate thither is a question of obvious 
difficulty, and the noble Marquess who 
has just spoken himself recognized, by 
implication, that it might be impracticable 
for Palestine to receive them all. But the 
claim to a National Home—— 


THe Marquess OF READING: J 
was talking about concentrations; I was 
not speaking of the whole population of 
Jews. 


THE Lorp BisHop oF DERBY: Of 
course, in the last resort, it is a question 
of arithmetic. But the claim of the Jews 
to a National Home in Palestine—within 
the limits of what is practicable—which an 
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Englishman wishes to see generously inter- 
preted, rests with us not on any literalist 
interpretation of Old Testament prophecy 
but on the Balfour Declaration. Whether 
that Declaration was wise or not, it was 
made; and it stands. And whether or 
not conflicting promises, or promises not 
easily reconciled, were made both to Arab 
and to Jew, it is in any case obvious that 
neither Arab nor Jew can be excluded 
from Palestine. In the end they must 
share the country between them; nor is 
there any intrinsic reason why they should 
not, in the long run, do so to their mutual 
advantage. 


In saying that I am echoing the hope 
to which the noble Marquess has himself 
given expression. They must in the end 
share the country between them. But to 
say that, of course, is to view the problem 
with a rational judgment, and the actual 
situation has become terribly entangled in 
irrational passions, so that the voice of 
reason has become wellnigh silenced. It 
has been silenced by a number of factors: 
Firstly, the more extreme claims made 
by the Zionists; secondly, the unscrupulous 
agitation on behalf of Zionism carried on 
by unwise friends of the Jews in many 
parts of the world; and, above all, as the 
noble Marquess has emphasized, by the 
sinister exploitation of Zionism by interests 
extraneous to Palestine and not friendly to 
this country. Another important factor 
has been the development and continuance 
of the lamentable and shocking gangster- 
ism which all right-minded and civilized 
persons deplore, and by which the cause 
of the Jews in Palestine has been so 
grievously prejudiced. 


Jews and Arabs, Israel and Islam, both 
have religious interests in Palestine. So 
also have Christians. Apart from the fact 
that Palestine has been in the past, as 
it will be again in the future, whenever 
tranquility has been restored, the goal of 
religious pilgrimages, Christians of what- 
ever ecclesiastical colour, whether or not 
they are habituated to regard with sym- 
pathy the idea of veneration for Holy 
Places and pilgrimages thereto, can never 
disinterest themselves from the fate of the 
land which was the scene of our Lord’s 
earthly life—the country, as Shakespeare 
says: 

‘“ Over whose acres walk’d those 

Which [nineteen] hundred ara 
were nail’d 
For our advantage on the bitter Cross.’’ 
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Christians can never forget that our 
Lord came of a Jewish mother and was 
humanly of Jewish race. The record of 
Christian nations and of Governments and 
peoples ostensibly Christian, has, in the 
matter of their treatment of the Jews, 
too often been a black one. The record 
of the post-Christian and neo-Pagari regime 
which recently held sway in Germany has 
been: without parallel in its vileness and 
horror, and is to-day universally exe- 


crated. Unhappily, it is not even to-day - 


needless to draw attention to the fact that 
there are flagrant manifestations of anti- 
Semitism utterly irreconcilable with the 
spirit of Jesus Christ. Nothing can be 
more irreconcilable with His spirit than 
anti-Semitism in all its forms. 


To-day in this country, to our shame, 
the spirit of anti-Semitism, provoked very 
irrationally by recent outrages in Pales- 


tine, is beginning sporadically to manifest 


itself. It is a spirit and a temper and 
an attitude towards the Jewish race which 
is in itself utterly out of keeping with our 
traditions and with what we like to hold 


to be true of our national character. Alike > 


in the name of the religion which the 
majority of people in this country still 
claim to profess and in the name of reason 
and humanity, I express the hope that 
these incipient exhibitions of the mood and 
temper of anti-Semitism may quickly 
cease. I cannot admire the logic of those 


who, because of the outrages in Palestine ~ 
by criminals of Jewish race, attack their » 


own fellow citizens of Jewish race here in 
England. There appears to be clear 
evidence that active terrorism, even in 
Palestine, is confined to a small section of 
the population, whose activities are not 
supported—and in fact are condemned— 
by the majority of the Jews themselves, 
who themselves stand in terror of the 
terrorists. Those activities receive nothing 
but horrified condemnation from British 
Jewry. Therefore, anti-Semitism in Eng- 
land is without excuse, and I am confident 
that your Lordships will join with me in 
the Prayer that it may speedily cease. 


12.19 p.m. 

Lorp GRENFELL: My Lords, during 
the last year of the war I had the honour 
to serve as liaison officer on the training 
side of the War Department of the United 
States. There, in our deliberations and 
conferences, the factor which governed 

our actions was whether a particular 


wa 


course would save the life of one American 
soldier. If it would it was worth it. I 
believe that in our deliberations to-day, 
and in all dealings in the future, we should 
adopt that theory. Would any action we 
could take save the life of one soldier, 
sailor, airman, policeman or civilian serv- 
ing his country in or round the coast of 
Palestine? If so it would be worth tak- 
ing. In 1936 I went out to Palestine with 
the 1st Division, under the then General 
Sir John Dill, the late lamented Field- 
Marshal. Though where I was by the 
coast one had little in those days of 
the kind of warfare—I must call it war- 
fare—that is going on now, one found that 
it was the most tiring, wearing and diffi- 
cult form of military service possible. Now 
one never knows who is one’s enemy, and 
our men never know from whence infor- 
mation is going to be given to the present 
enemy, who are, of course, the terrorists. 
In those days, any fighting that took place 
went on more in the hills and in the open. 
Now, to a great extent, it takes place in 
the towns. Small bands, like snakes, 
strike and are gone. So I would not under 
estimate in any way the difficulties which 
face the Government and the troops in 
bringing in the men concerned. And may 
I, in passing, join with everyone else who 
has spoken on this question in paying my 
humble tribute to all who have served so 
loyally, so well and so bravely in 
Palestine ? : 

May I now turn for one minute to the 
subject of the aftermath of the dastardly 
double murder which has recently taken 
place? Can the noble Viscount who is 
to reply tell us whether there is any hope 
of the co-operation of the Jewish com- 
munity in tracing not only the men re- 
sponsible but also others who are taking 
part in these dastardly attacks? If there 
is not, I cannot help feeling that we must, 
from every point of view, put Palestine 


under Martial Law. Further, may I ask: , 


Can the noble Viscount assure the House 
that if—as has been said—there is to be 
a reduction in the Armed Forces in the 
near future, Palestine will not be denuded 
of what Forces are there now? As I have 
said, what takes place out there is an ex- 
hausting and wearing battle of the nerves; 
and unless there are full reliefs, unless 
there is full leave, it is possible that tem- 
pers may get so frayed that there may 
be an incident which we would all depre- 
cate. For that reason I believe that it 
is essential that we should keep up the 
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strength which we have out there; and, 
not only that: If necessary, we should not 
hesitate to increase it. In closing my few 
remarks I would express the hope that 
everything possible may be done to speed 
up consultations and to relieve the intoler- 
able situation in which our soldiers, 
sailors, police and all serving in Palestine 
are placed. I hope that the noble Viscount 
will be able to give a clear indication of 


policy to be followed in the future in order. 
_ approve and to undertake. 


ence of which I fear I must admit, that | 


that we may dispel the feeling, the exist- 


we are as a ship without a rudder, sailing 
in a stormy sea. 


12.25 p.m. 

Lorp ALTRINCHAM: My Lords, I am 
sure that your Lordships, in all parts of 
the House, will agree that the noble Vis- 
count who sits behind me did well to put 
down this Motion for discussion to-day. 
It enable us to express our detestation and 
our horror at the crimes to which our 
troops are being submitted in Palestine. 
It also enables us to voice our deep and 
profound admiration for the manner in 
which they are bearing themselves under 
this most terrible strain. The situation in 
Palestine is indeed grave, and it may at 
any moment lead to a situation even more 
serious. That, speaking for myself, is 
one of the reasons why I am glad that 
this House is not adjourning for more than 
a short time. It is quite possible that 
things might happen in Palestine of which 
we should really have to take account in 
Parliament and on which we should ex- 
press our views to the Government. 


The situation is indeed a horrible one, 
and I feel that it is most horrible because 
the young men who are serving us there— 
at any rate in the junior ranks—are young 
men who can be forgiven for not under- 
standing the kind of responsibility which 


we undertook in Palestine. It was under- © 


taken in a past generation, and it later 
was universally—or at least very widely— 
declared to have been a mistaken respon- 
sibility for us to undertake. These young 
men can be forgiven for not realizing what 
we were at when we undertook it. They 
can be forgiven for not seeing any good 
moral or material purpose, or any national 
or international advantage, in the kind of 
duties which they have to carry out. That 
I think is the most terrible part of the 
situation. And that feeling is widely held. 
The feeling expressed by many of our 
men in Palestine is: ‘‘ Why should we 
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} have to put up with all this?, Why do 


we not just give it up? ’’ For my part 
I hope that that feeling will not come to 
a head. As the right reverend Prelate 
has said, we put our hand to the Balfour 
Declaration. We.did undertake the man- 


_ date, and we cannot abdicate it until some 
-authority—which, in my opinion, can 
only be the United Nations, either takes 


it over or is prepared to support us in a 
course which we ourselves are prepared to 


The behaviour of our troops in Pales- 
tine has been absolutely splendid, and 


- it reflects the greatest credit on all ranks. 
But it is a terrible tragedy—and here 


again I agree with the right reverend Pre- 
late—that the world does. not seem to 
look with horror,’ as we do, on what is 
happening in Palestine. Civilized 
countries are taking these things almost 
for granted—as if we deserved what we 
are getting, as if there were no reason 
to sympathize with us. This is so in 
America and in France and, I believe, 
also in Italy and other countries. It is 
particularly regrettable that there should 
be this state of opinion in America and 
in France with regard to this matter. 
The behaviour of the French Government 
over the question of the emigrant ships, 
which sailed from France and were sent 
back, seems to me to be a matter on 
which, as one of the oldest friends of 
France in this country, I believe that one 
should speak frankly. There is no hope 
for France or for ourselves, in my 
opinion, in our discharge of the common 
responsibilities which we bear in the 
Mediterranean, and in that part of the 
world generally, unless we co-operate all 
along the line. I am bound to say that 
the attitude which the French Govern- 
ment have adopted with regard to our 
difficulties in Palestine is not a ground for 
sympathy with them in their own great 
difficulties in North Africa. I think that 
it ought to be realized in France that if 
they are asking for sympathy—as they 
are—they must be prepared to accord 
sympathy to us, and if they are asking 
for co-operation they must also be pre- 
pared to accord it to us. 


We cannot throw up the sponge in 
Palestine—on that I insist—but it is our 
bounden duty to shorten the period of 
uncertainty by any means in our power. 
Perhaps the noble Viscount may be able 
to tell us something about that. When 
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can we count on getting some decision 
from the United Nations? It seems to be 
a question of many weeks, but we are 
bound to do our utmost to shorten that 
period if we can. ‘We owe that to the 
country and to the men on the spot. I 
think that may be done if we take 
measures in Palestine which will tend to 
show the urgency of a decision. Inter- 
national conferences are very apt to drift 
without adequate regard ‘to what is 
happening on the spot about which they 
are deliberating, and I think we are bound 
to take all the steps we can to show how 
desperately urgent the decision on Pales- 
tine now is. 


I agree with the noble Lord, Lord 
Grenfell, that it is a case for declaring 
Martial Law over a much wider area, OF 
in certain specified areas. I hesitate to 
offer military advice to the military 
authorities there. They know much better 
than we can. I know that the answer 
of the Government when these suggestions 
are made is always that the military and 
civil authorities there, the High Commis- 
sioner and the General Officer Command- 
ing, have got absolute authority to do 
whatever they think right. I do not think 
that is enough. It means a great deal 
for men carrying such responsibilities if 
they are sure the atmiosphere behind them 
is cordial, and that in whatever measures 
they take they will be supported. It is 
not enough to say that they can do so. 
They must know that in whatever they 
do they will be supported in this country. 
The situation has reached that point. 
think more consideration should be given 
to the imposition of Martial Law, at any 
rate in certain areas, or in wider areas than 
it has yet been tried—if not Martial Law, 
at any rate a much greater control of 
roads. All kinds of crimes are committed on 
thoroughfares, the stealing of lorries or 
taxis or something of that kind. The 
noble Lord described the kind of fight- 
ing which went on in the hills. These 
horrors are now taking place in towns and 
roads, and the control of roads is a vital 
matter. 1 wonder whether the convoy 
system might not be tried in order to get 
a greater control of traffic om the roads. 
It has been used very successfully in such 
conditions elsewhere. Again, one hesitates 
to make these suggestions, but I think 
the more we show how deeply concerned 
we are, even by throwing out suggestions 
that are not practical on the spot, the 


[ LORDS ] Palestine 1.386 


more we shall help and comfort the people 
bearing these responsibilities. 


I have one other suggestion. I am not 
at all satisfied by the reasons given yester- 
day in another place by the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies for the Gov- 
ernment’s refusal to impose collective 
fines. ‘Collective fines are a proper 
measure of retribution when a whole com- 
munity is obviously responsible, and the 
time has come when we must face the 
fact that the whole Jewish community in 
Palestine is responsible. They are not 
co-operating with the Government. These 
things could not take place if the Jewish 
Agency and the many great instruments 
of power that the Agency command were 
co-operating with the Government. In 
that case we are entitled to say that the 
whole community are to blame, and the 
whole community must take the respon- 
sibility. I press that because we imposed 
collective fines on the Arabs. If we im- 
posed collective fines on the Arabs, what 
reason have we for not imposing them on 
the Jews? The only fine imposed was to 
‘ncrease the cost of petrol when the Jews 
attacked the refinery at Haifa. That 
fell alike on Arabs and Jews. It is all 
very well to reply that some of the fine 
is to be spent on social services for the 
Arabs. (Why should {they have extra 
taxation because the Jews destroy a re- 
finery? That is no justification for the 
course which the Government took, or 
at any rate approved. I think that to 
force on the Jews the realization that the 
whole of the Jews have the responsibility 
is deeply in the interests of Jews in 
Palestine, in this country, and through- 
out the world, because I do not believe 
they realize the extent to which the Jewish 
cause is suffering throughout the world 
as a result of what is happening in 
Palestine. 

Finally, if the United Nations are going 
to delay, if we are going to find endless 
debate, decisions postponed and the strain 
continuing on our people until it ‘becomes 
unbearable, I think the Government 
should consider demanding a denunciation 
of the crimes in Palestine from the United 
Nations, which they ‘have not yet made. 
Astonishing as it may be, the United 
Nations have not denounced these crimes. 
The Government should demand the de- 
nunciation of these crimes and corrective 
action by the United Nations, if they go 
on while a decision is being reached. After 
all, that is what the United Nations °xist 
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for, and one of the most terrible things 
is that there has been no sign of moral 
indignation amongst the peoples of the 
United Nations about what is occurring 
in Palestine. 

I could not agree more than I do with 
the right reverend Prelate the Bishop of 
Derby, who I see has left his place, about 
the dangers of nationalism at the present 
time. It is the tragedy of tragedies that 
the Jews, who have always been one of 
the great cements between different 
nations, should now have developed an 
extreme nationalism of their own, and 
are not only pursuing an ideal, bad in the 
Holy Land, against the spirit of the age 
in the Holy Land, but pursuing an ideal 
which rouses up nationalism against them 
in other countries and causes this terrible 
wave of anti-Semitism. Everybody 
loathes anti-Semitism, but we can see why 
it arises and we must do our utmost to 
restrain it. If what is happening in 
Palestine continues, you will see whether 
anti-Semitism does not spread. Human 
nature simply will not stand it. 


Here is the acid test for the United 
Nations. The: United Nations were 
formed to bridge national differences and 
to broaden and transmute national 
purposes, to try and check the bitterness 
and narrowness of nationalism. Here the 
United Nations should be on their own 
ground. The noble Lord in his speech 
referred to the example of India. It is, 
in one sense, I agree, a cause for hope, but 
in another, surely there is no member of 
this House who does not regret that India 
is now partitioned and a_ conflict of 
nationalisms is going to take place there. 
That, I hope, will not be the case in 
Palestine. I have always felt that if racial 
and National co-operation cannot be 
established in the Holy Land, the birth- 
place of three great religions, in which the 
whole monotheistic world is deeply con- 
cerned—Christian, Moslem and Jew alike 
_if the United Nations cannot secure 
agreement and co-operation between the 
nations living there, is there any hope in 
the world? 


12.39 p.m. 
Toe FIRST LORD or THE AD- 


MIRALTY (Viscount Hatt): My Lords, 
the quality of the debate to which we 
have just listened has justified the noble 
Viscount in initiating it, as he has done 
to-day. His Majesty’s Government have 
no complaint at all to register that there 
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should be on two succeeding days debates 
in your Lordsaips’ House and in the House: 
of Commons, and I feel that I should at 
once express my deep appreciation for the: 
very helpful speeches which have been: 
made by those of your Lordships who: 
have participated in the debate here. We: 
are quite conscious of the anxiety and 
concern in the minds of the people of this 
country with regard to the present situa- 
tion in Palestine. 


While I do not want to single out any 
one of the speeches which have been 
made; I would like to say that it is some 
time since I have listened to a more Pro- 
found, timely, important, and effective 
speech than that of the noble Marquess, 
Lord Reading. I have no doubt as to the 
attitude of, shall I say, almost every 
member of the Jewish population in this 
country concerning this question of Pales- 
tine. The speech itself was mecessaty to 
indicate to nations outside of our own that 
that is their attitude. Again, I think the 
speech is timely for the remarks which 
he made as to the attitude of a substantial 
proportion of Jewry in America. I do 
hope the noble Marquess’s speech will 
+e read in its entirety (I wish it could 
have been heard) not only by Jewry in 
this country and America, but by the 
populations in these two countries and, 
indeed, throughout the world. It may then 
well assist in bringing about the peaceful 
solution which all of us desire to this very 
difficult and long problem. 


Many questions have been raised in the 
course of this debate, and I shall attempt 
to deal with them. I should say at once 
that the last crime which was committed 
‘n Palestine (I am referring to the murder 
of Sergeants Martin and Paice) was in 
some respects the worst crime committed 
‘1 a series of dastardly crimes. These 
two British soldiers were innocent of 
offence against the murderers, or, indeed, 
against Jewry. Their only duty was that 
of maintaining order—the responsibility 
“which British arms have been called upon 
to undertake, and without which it would 
not be pessible for the very large increase 
in the Jewish population in Palestine, and 
svithout which there would be no prospect 
of a Jewish National Home, whatever 
interpretation one can put upon that. 
Following these murders, there has been 
4 vicicus circle of terror and retaliation, 
with resultant loss of life in Palestine, and 
the outbreak of anti-Jewish feeling in this 
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country, which in turn has resulted in 
rioting and much anti-Semitism. 


I would like to say how much I agree 
with the right reverend Prelate who inter- 
vened in this debate, in what he said 
concerning the attitude of His Majesty’s 
Government and the people of this country 
to those who participate in such actions. 
It is quite contrary to British feeling and 
British justice. I feel that I ought to say 
that this is a danger signal which cannot 
be ignored. I would that those whe are 
charged with responsibilities in Palestine 
(I refer particularly to the Jewish Agency) 
could have their attention specially drawn 
to such actions as we have seen in this 
country during the last few weeks. I 
think I can assure British Jewry that these 
actions are the actions of misguided 
persons, who have not the support and 
sympathy of the British people in their 
conduct, It is useless to attempt to justify 
those persons who are responsible by 
indulging in acts some 3,000 or 4,000 miles 
away from the scene of the outrages in 
Palestine. 


When this question was last debated in 
your Lordships’ House, I dealt very fully 
with the effect which illegal immigration 
had upon the present situation in 
Palestine. On this occasion I will say no 
more than that the worst threat to good 
relations is the continuance of this illegal 
campaign which is not only hardening but 
embitiering the Arab feeling, and is also 
stirring up a passion and hatred against 
the ‘British, and particularly the British 
administration in -Palcstine. I agree 
entirely with the remarks of the noble 
Lord who spoke last. {f do not propose 
to deal fully with illegal immigration, 
because I am sure the noble Viscount, 
Lord Long, if he will read the remarks 
which I made on that occasion, will find 
that I did give concrete evidence of the 


‘ source of revenue without which this 


illegal practice could not be continued. I 
know of no Communist organization—not 
that I should—which is behind it. I am 
convinced that if financial support were 


immigration could not be carried out to 
the extent which it has been practised 
during the course of the last eighteen 
months, if at all. Further financial assist- 
ance from the United States, and possibly 


some from other countries, has provided | 
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The very worst case of course is that 
of the ship ‘‘ President Warfield.’’ That 
is a ship of 1,800 gross standard tonnage, 
which carried no fewer than 4,600 illegal 
immigrants. The attempt was made to 
land them in Palestine, and they are now 
housed in merchant ships of a tonnage 
of some 26,000 tons off the coast of 
France. The passengers in this ship left 
France with forged Colombian visas, in 
defiance of French regulations and of the 
requirements of the international conven- 
tions for the safety of life at sea and 
respecting the Plimsoll Line or load lines. 
As I said en a previous occasion, some of 
these ships would never have reached the 
Palestinian coast had it not been for the 
assistance which they received from the 
Royal Navy. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs was in Paris at the time of 
the ship’s departure, and in fairness to 
the French Government I should say that 
this ship was held up in France for nearly 
three months as a result of the attitude 
of the French Government. She did not 
leave with the approval or the consent 
of the French Government, but slipped 
her cables about three o’clock, or very 
early in the morning. She did not leave 
with the number of immigrants in her 
which arrived in the territorial waters of 
Palestine. These ships leave ports in 
France or Italy and at different points on 
the voyage collect more immigrants. My 
right honourable friend the Foreign Secre- 
tary raised this matter with the French 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and His 
Majesty’s Government have since main- 
tained close contact with the French 
Government through the British Embassy 
in Paris. 


The situation which has arisen has 
placed His Majesty’s Government in a 
very difficult position. As noble Lords 
know, illegal immigrants who have been 
intercepted are taken to Cyprus. It is 
not that His Majesty’s Government are 
unsympathetic to the entry of illegal 
immigrants into Palestine, for since the 
end of the quota of 75,000 under the 


| White Paper no fewer than 30,000 immi- 
withheld from the United States, illegal | 


grants have been received in Palestine and 
at the present ‘ime there are waiting in 
Cyprus some 15,000 or 16,000 persons 
who attempted illegally to enter Pales- 
tine. That number does not include those 
who are at present off the South Coast of 
France on the three ships to which I have 


for the very large increase in this traffic. | referred. This matter is very costly and 
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expensive to His Majesty’s Government; 
it is no use pretending that it is not. We 
have to keep a number of ships of the 
Royal Navy on patrol, and there is no 
ship which arrives in Palestine conveying 
illegal immigrants that we consider fit to 
take them from Palestine to Cyprus. In- 
deed, we have to provide something like 
three or four times the accommodation, 
because we would never expect persons 
to travel in such miserable unseaworthy 
hulks as those in which the persons re- 
sponsible for this illegal immigration ex- 
pect the illegal immigrants to travel. I 
wonder sometimes whether this is done 
purely for propaganda purposes, bearing 
in mind the possibility of something 
happening. 

The noble Viscount, Lord Long, asked 
me whether the French forbade the ship 
to leave. Of course they did. The guards, 
however, were inadequate, and the cables 
were cut and the ship left. The noble 
Viscount then asked who feeds the immi- 
grants. During the voyage from Pales- 
tine back to France, of course, His 
Majesty’s Government were responsible, 
and the people were fed by shivs’ stores. 
Since their arrival in France they have 
been fed by French charitable organiza- 
tions, and that is the position at the pre- 
sent time. There has been some criticism 
about the way in which those illegal 
immigrants are housed. I gave your 
Lordships the conditions under which they 
travelled to Palestine and I leave to 
your Lordships’ imagination the condi- 
tions under which they are existing at the 
present time. 


The attitude cf the French Govern- 
ment is that they are quite prepared to 
receive these immigrants if they leave the 
ships voluntarily. They have camps pro- 
vided for them, but they have informed 
His Majesty’s Government that they will 
not take steps to remove them forcibly. 
Up to the present time there are some 130 
who have left these ships. It may be, as 
a result of much propaganda in the ships 
which could not be prevented, that those 
who occupy the ships at the present time 
imagine that if they wait or stay long 
enough they will be taken either to Pales- 
tine or to Cyprus. Even at the expense 
of repetition of what was said by the 
Colonial Under-Secretary in another 
place last night, I do say that it is the 
present intention of His Majesty’s 
Government that those 4,400 illegal im- 
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migrants aboard those illegal ships will 
not be taken either to Palestine or to 
Cyprus. We do hope that they them- 
selves will realize what the position is. 


Noble Lords will remember that the 
noble Viscount, Lord Long, said that he 
was Satisfied that the High Commis- 
sioner’s powers, as explained. by the 
Colonial Secretary in another place 
yesterday—and, indeed, the powers given 
to the military—are sufficient. There- 
fore there is hardly any need for me to 
reply now to that question, other than 
to take up the point which was referred 
to by the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham. 
I was always under the impression that 
he, with his vast experience, thought that 
matters of this kind should be left largely 
to the men on the spot, provided that 
they have all the powers which are neces- 
sary. I want to assure him that in order 
to deal with an emergency no powers 
are withheld, and that there is complete 
collaboration between the military and 
the civil authorities. If, of course, there 
is time for consultation on matters of 
long-term policy, then consultations take 
place between them. 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: Would the 
noble Viscount forgive my interrupting? 
I should hate to think that anything I 
said could be interpreted as meaning that 
I suggested any interference with the dis- 
cretion of the men on the spot. That 
was the last thing which I intended. I 
am sure that the decision should be left 
io them. But having been a man on the 
spot myself I know that what the man 
cn the spot can do depends very much 
“oon the atmosphere of the Government 
at home, and whether he is going to be 
supported out and out in whatever he 
does. That was the point I wished to 
make. 


Viscount HALL: I can give the noble 
Lord an assurance, with possibly one ex- 
ception, and that was the one to which 
he referred—namely, collective fines. As 
that is so, I shall not deal further with 
that particular question. 


The noble Viscount then asked me what 
was the position of isolated cases of per- 
sons who are travelling, or who have to 
‘undertake responsibilities, and whether 


' the Security Forces are sufficient to pro- 


tect them. In the nature of things it 
is not always possible to guarantee the 
security of our Forces when they are 
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engaged upon certain operations. Travel 
on roads is confined to essential duty or 
to journeys in convoys. When travelling, 
a party of British civilians, if not in con- 
voy, musi apply for and obtain appro- 
priate armed escort. No officer or man is 
allowed to go outside his camp unarmed; 
nor is he allowed. outside the camp or 
security zone unless accompanied by three 
others who are all armed. All vehicles 
carry at least one armed man beside the 
driver, and in dangerous areas they 
always move in pairs. Every possible 
protection is given to troops on any par- 
ticular task in the cities. Moreover, in 
towns military and police patrol the streets 
that are within bounds. 


Instructions have been sent out to make 
it clear that there are no circumstances 
in which security instructions can be 
waived, other than by order from the 
highest avthority. Troops have not been 
allowed to go into cinemas, restaurants 
or other public places. It will be realized 
that these regulations are very irksome 
and restrictive. They are, however, con- 
sidered necessary in view of the situation 
in Palestine. May I here join with other 
noble Lords who have intervened in this 
debate in expressing again, on behalf of 
His Majesty’s Government, the greatest 
appreciation of the forbearance, patience, 
and bravery with which not only the 
troops, but the police and civilian authori- 
ties are undertaking their difficult and 
very distasteful task? 


The question of Martial Law has been 
raised. I do not know whether the in- 
ference was that Martial Law should apply 
throughout the whole of Palestine. Those 
of your Lordships, who, like the noble 
Lord, Lord Grenfell, have had long ex- 
perience in Palestine, particularly appre- 
claie wnat if would mean in numbers of 
troops and expense to apply Martial Law 
throughout the whole of Palestine. In- 
deed, there is scarcely any need; for, after 
all, it must be remembered that two-thirds 
of the population in Palestine are Arabs, 
and little has been said about the Arab 
situation during the course of this debate. 
Fortunately up to the present time, with 
one or two exceptions, the Arabs have 
been orderly, and indeed have assisted the 
civilian administration in every possible 
way. Had it been possible to obtain the 
co-operation of the Jewish community 
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It is true, as has been said, that terrorist 
groups in Palestine are made up of a small 
number of fanatical persons who assume 
that acts such as they are carrying out 
will bring nearer the solution of the Pales- 
tine problem. The trouble is that not only 
do they carry out these acts but they 
terrorize almost the whole of the Jewish 
community. If the Jewish Agency itself, 
in addition to expressing their sympathy 
and passing resolutions to throw in the 
whole of their support whole-heartedly, 
could bring ‘Haganah into full and com- 
plete co-operation, terrorists would not re- 
main in Palestine—any longer than they 
would remain in this country if the whole 
community were in opposition to them. 
That is the difficulty in Palestine at the 
present time, and that is why the defence 
emergency regulations now contain a regu- 
lation by which a form of statutory Martial 
Law can be imposed in certain areas when 
required. This is considered more satis- 
factory than Martial Law, because the 
authorities can cordon off various areas 
and take complete control of them, as has 


' been done in Tel Aviv and in Nathania. 


terrorism could not have lasted very long. 
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The noble Viscount, Lord Long, asked 
whether I could say something concern- 
ing the outrage at the Labour Office in 
Jerusalem. This outrage took place shortly 
before the time at which the Office closed. 
It is a building which is situated in the 
Jewish area of Jerusalem, and in the pre- 
sent security conditions only Palestinian 
staff work there. At irregular times, and 
under escort, supervisory visits are made 
by members of British executive authori- 
ties, who carry on their own office duties 
from a security zone. The entry of visitors 
during office hours is controlled by door- 
keepers, who were held up by the 
terrorists, but the alarm signal for clearing 
the building of staff—the majority of 
swvhom were present at the time when the 
bomb was placed—functioned successfully, 
with the result that casualties were re- 
duced to a very small proportion. Outside 
office hours the building is guarded by two 
civilian Palestinian watchmen. It will be 
recognized, however, that it is impossible 
to guard every Government office, other 
than those in the security zones, suffici- 
ently to prevent the entry of a determined 
gang of attackers or saboteurs, and that 
the most that can be done is to provide 
for speedy and orderly evacuation in case 


of danger. 


X \ - 
\ ~ a 
a“ x : \ 
: - < 
2 oy \ Ca 


gr 


Q 
°o 
~o 
«< 
r 
eo 
= 
por 
© 
be | 
“4 | 
= 
mi 
~o 
ce 
wo. 
| ad 
Ce) 
e °] 
m 
Q 
© 
rl 
o 
© 
wv" 
nv" 
Q 
= 
[ ond 
© 
r 4 
r 4 


2) 


aaa San 
Pa a 


I 30h Palestine 


The noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, 
raised the question of collective fines and 
he referred, too, to the fact that the 
whole of the community was to blame. I 
am sure that he did not include the Arab 
community when he made that reference. 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: I said the 
Jewish community. 


Viscount HALL: The noble Lord 
foliowed it up by referring to the Jewish 
community. He also referred to the petrol 
tax which is being levied for the purpose 
of compensating the oil company for the 
destruction of their refinery. That, in 
itself, discloses the difficulty of applying 
coliective fines. If you apply fines by 
way of taxation, whether it is indirect 
or direct, it is difficult to eliminate certain 
sections of the community. That difficulty 
has been brought out in relation to the 
petrol tax. It would be difficult not to 
levy that tax upon all petrol which was 
cold in Palestine, and again, let me repeat, 
two-thirds of the population of Palestine 
are, of course, Arabs. The estimated 
amount which is raised in the tax upon 
the Arabs is returned to the Arabs; it is 
dificult to return it in the form of cash, 
but it is returned to the Arabs in the form 
of assisting in their social services and I 
think in a way upon which agreement has 
been reached. It is true, of course, that 
in the time of the Arab difficulty there 
was a tax of this kind levied, but it was 
not easy to collect it, and one of the 
problems with which the Government are 
faced is that of discriminating, which is so 
difficult. That matter has been considered 
and those difficulties 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: Will the noble 
Viscount forgive me for intervening, but 
I would like to say that if it is possible 
to impose a collective fine upon the limited 
community of Arabs, it surely is also pos- 
sible to impose a collective fine upon the 
community of Jews. Arabs are exempted 
from the fine. If the fine should be im- 
posed within a limited area, everybody 
would pay at that rate. 


ViscounT HALL: J wish it was as 
easy as it appears to be to the mind of 
the noble Lord, but I can assure him that 


this matter has received a good deal of | 


consideration. 


I now come to what after all is the 
wider question of policy affecting 
Palestine. Your Lordships will be 
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conscious of the fact that the United 
Nations Special Committee have been col- 
lecting material for their report. The 


Committee itself arrived in Palestine dur- — 


ing the middle of June, toured the country 
extensively, and received evidence from a 
very large number of people. Public 
evidence was taken from the Jews only. 
The Palestine Arabs had decided to boy- 
cott the proceedings, but the Committee 
spent the last few days of their time in 
the Middle East receiving evidence from 
the Arab States. They concluded their 
evidence on the 23rd July when they left 
for (Geneva, where the committee are now 
engaged in the preparation of their report. 
There are prospects that the report will 
be submitted on Ist September, so your 
Lordships will see that a further expres- 
sion of view on Palestine policy in general 


will not be possible until the committee’s, 


report has been received and examined. 


I fully appreciate the dangers of delay, 
but I would like to recall to the minds 
of noble Lords the action of His Majesty’s 
Government. When it was discovered 
that it was impossible to bring about an 
agreement as a result of the conferences 
held by His Majesty’s Government with 
the Jews and Arabs, or at least those who 
would attend in this country, His 
Majesty’s Government, with the full con- 
sent of this House and another place, re- 
ferred the matter to the United Nations 
and sought a special meeting of the 
Assembly for the purpose ef preparing for 
a decision to be taken in the September 
meetings. In taking thai initiative in the 
matter, His Majesty’s Government have 
saved at least twelve months. It is hoped 
that a decision will be arrived at 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: In September ? 
Viscount HALL: At the September 


meetings or the autumn meetings of the 


General Assembly of the United Nations. | 


May I express a hope that the findings of 
the Committee will bring a complete solu- 
tion and one just to both parties, capable 
of helping to assure the peaceful progress 
of the Middle East, for peace in Palestine 
is a matter of real concern to the whole 
world? 


Viscount LONG: Will the noble 
Viscount forgive me, but I would like to 
put one question. There have been some 
Statements to the effect that the indis- 
criminate shooting from a car in Tel-Aviv 


' was due to our own military or police 
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[ Viscount Long. ] 
personnel. I believe that has been con- 
tradicted in another place. I hope the 
noble Viscount can confirm that contra- 
diction that our men had nothing to do 
with it. 


Viscount HALL: I can confirm that, 
so far as the military are concerned they 
had nothing at all to do with it. A 
suggestion was then made that the 
Palestine Police was in some way re- 
sponsible, but an inquiry is now being 
held in connexion with that matter. Until 
we know the result of the inquiry, no 
statement can be made about it. 


Viscount LONG: The Army is not 
involved? 


Viscount HALL: No. 


Lorp GRENFELL: Could I possibly | 


have an answer to the question of the 
reduction of the Armed Forces in Pales- 
tine? Could I have an assurance that 
they will not be reduced in Palestine? 


Viscount HALL: I am afraid it is im- 
possible for me to give the noble Lord 
such an assurance. I think it would be 
very wrong to give any information with 
regard to the disposition of the Forces, 
whether in Palestine or anywhere else 
where there is such trouble as there is in 
Palestine. I am afraid it is impossible to 
give the noble Lord a reply to his ques- 
tion. 


Viscount LONG: My Lords, if for no 
other reason this debate has been justified 
by the speech of the noble Viscount; and 
Y am sure your Lordship will agree with 
me in thanking him for a detailed and 
long speech of immense interest. He has 
cleared up many points which have been 
in dispute. And, if I may be allowed to 
do so, I would like to thank the noble 
Marauess, Lord Reading, for the great 
speech we have had from him this morn- 
ing. In view of the time and of the fact 
that the First Lord of the Admiralty has 
taken so much trouble to give the House 
a detailed report, I beg leave to withdraw 
my Motion. 


Motion for Papers, ‘by leave, withdrawn. 


(The sitting was suspended at twenty 
minutes past one o'clock and resumed at 
half bast two. | 
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}The Viscount Long of Wraxall — To ask His Majesty’s Government, what steps they are g 


to enforce the security of British soldiers who are carrying 


parts of the world and in particular in Palestine ; 
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As we arranged, I enclose our two files of 
combined stuiy of the report 
tee carried out last year. 
op Secret files 


it seems the best way of enabling 


Please keep them in a safe place 
m and do not fail to let us have 
with. them. 


of the Anglo-American Commit 


It is somewhat unorthodox to send C.0, T 
about like this, but 
you to read them. 

while you have the 
them back when you have finished 


I am afraid that we have run into unexpected 
difficulties in regard to P(M)(44)14 of the 16th 


October, 194 the report of th 
on Palestine, which you wanted to see. 
War Cabinet document, and as su 
I am afraid there i 
for you to read it when next you are here. 
’ is any point in it on which I can give yo 


please do not hesitate to ask. 


Yours ever, 


Colb 


nial Office, 
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ToP SECRET 13th August, 1947. 


My dear uacKil1 ivray , 


Drinking in the House of Commons yesterday , 
Trafford and I learned from Crossman that he is 
leaving for Geneva today, in order to convince 
wajvering delegates that partédé'e\gjtion is the 
only solution for the Palestine problem. He 
spoke, in particular, of the Australian delegate, 
whose attitude was regarded as unsatisfactory / 
by the unnamed persons who had asked Crossman 
to make this journey. This must mean that the 
Jewish Agency are disconten’ed with the Committee, 
and are leaving no Stone unturned in their 
efforts to bring seis work to a satisfactory 
conelusion from their point of view. 


On thinking about this gqfterwards, it 
occured to me that some of the delegates tight 
regard Crossman's visit as a subtle method 
adopted by H.M. Government of giving advice 
to the Comnittee. Crossman is, after all, on 
the Government back benches, and in view of the 
earlier discussions about "underground" contacts 
between the Committee and H.M. Goverment a 
misunderstanding of this kind does not Seem to 
be impossible, 


/\le 


De Ce haofillivray RSQ. , 
United Kinedom Delegation, 
Geneva. 
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We hope you will be able to make it quite 
clear that Crossman's visit is a private venture 
€except in so far as it may be sponsored by the 
Jewish Agency) and that he is not to be regarded 

as in any sense an enissary of H.M. Government. 
Of course, we leave it to you to decide how you 
should convey this word of caution. 

Tk Cobmiat Offe< 


in full agreement with the above. 


Yours Sincerely, 
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I saw 
received your to 
Crossman. I said I unders 
Crossman and, SO that ther 
standing as to his status, I wished to ma 
that Crossman's visit had not been sponsored by 
H.M.G. and that he should not be regarded as an 
emissary of H.eM.G. 
he may have made with the Commi 
personal capacity. Sandstrom 
this and that bo 
it clear to the members 
were his personal views 
of H.M.G- It appears tha 
discussion with the members of the Commi 
day morning, 14th August, in the Committee 


Hood, Granad 
they had not by t 
to the D.P.- camps. They re 
by which time Crossman had 
Hood have not yet met. 


tood that he had seen 


ttee was in his 


\ I find it st 
/ come to Geneva gnd, through in 
/ the Jewish Agency, have discussions 
national committee on the subject which they are 
| investigating withou 
| officer on the spot 
| his activities. Sand 
that I had not seen Crossman. 
ce 


H. Beeley, HSQ-, CeBeBes 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 
LONDON. S.Wel. 
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os Goorronten 
Sandstrom this evenin® just after T had 
p secret letter of 13th August about 


e should be no misunder- 
ke it clear 


range that a British M.-P. should 
troductions effected by 


with an inter- 


| 


in any sense. Any contact which 


said that he realised. 
th he and Crossman himself had made 
that what he said to them 

and were not necessarily those 
4 Crossman had an informal 
t+tee yester- 
's offices. 


os and Fabregat were not present, since 
hat time returned from their visit 
turned yesterday evenings 
left Geneva; 5&0 he and 


4 contacting the British Liaison 
or at least letting him know of 
strom seemed rather surprised 
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ae Sandstrom told me this evening that after 
the day's meetings he was quite optimistic that 
he would achieve unanimity on main principles 
and that he was now very hopeful that there 
would be at least a majority in favour of a 
scheme of partition cum economic federation. 
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in my first letter of today (which I had to rush off in 
time to cabeh the 11.15 bag to Geneva) I mentioned that we have 
not been able to investigate the relevant papers to discover 
the exact scope and functions envisaged for the International 
Body mentioned in the High Commissioner's replies to the 
Wucstionnairee I have now been able to look up PeoMe 4l( 24) 
of the 16th October 1944, which is 4 war Cabinet documente 
it is the revised report of the Ministerial Committee on 
Palestine incorporating the information given in the ii 
| ERR SOS | Commissioner's replies to the questionnaire. The Committee 
: | to ee ee saw great advantage in the constitution of some form ot reference 
: 3 pody to which difficultisa could pe referred by the constituent 
| Ee OE Gres 7 states for settlement and which would supervise the discharge 
_ ee ee a ae ae by all three states of their treaty obligations. hey 
suggested that an international Body should be Set up by the 
United Nations for~this purpose with its headquarters in | 
Jorusalem. In order to meet claims to participation py other 
Anterests in respect of religious matters, the International 
Body would be required to constitute a Holy Places Commission, 
on which religions rather than races wo 1d be represented, 
to which it would refer for report all yuestions arising in 
connexion with the guardianship of the Holy Places. phe 
Committee decided to assign the following functions to the 
International Body: 


nS 


tS 
tes 


ee 


ae 


to arbitrate on or to dee ide ay aifference Which may arise 
petween the »tates which any one or more of the tates 
concerned may refer to it for such arbit ation @ decision; 


arbitrate on or to decide matters in respect of which 
the duty of so arbitrating of deciding is assigned to it 


py 


under the provisions of the treaties; 

maintain wateh over the execution by the states of such 
of their treaty obligations as may be specified for the 
purpose and more particularly in respect of = 
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(1) the Holy Places, buildings and sites within the 
| gtates, ant | 
(44) the safeguarding of the rights of minorities, 


and to bring to the notice of the States any case in 
which, in its opinion, either the letter or the intention 


of the treaty has been contravened. 


he Committee realized that there were objections to placing 
on the International Body an overt duty to wateh over the 
interests of minorities but they had reached the conclusion that . 
the advantage of squarely admitting the existence of Such 4 duty — 
would more than outweigh the disadvantage that it might encourage 
complaints on minor. matters. They felt that the minority 
problem would be the most difficult of all the problems to be 
: : faced in setting up the Succession States and that it would 
a ae prebpably go far to reconcile minorities in their position when 
a Oe ag Ma | 4% was announced that an imartiel international pody would be 
. ue ae oe constituted to wateh over their interests. 


uy 


vag ? 


saga 


Other points in the Committee's report add little to the 
points made by the High Commissioner in his reply to 15. You 
will have seen, however, from Beeley'’s telegram of today that 
in writing my first letter If erroneously, supposed that you 
intended to submit the text of the veply to juestion 18 to the 
Committee, «after further discussion with Besley:he sent off 
the telegram to which I have referred. It may, however, be 
useful for you to have the additional information which I have 
given @bove to anawer any questions which may be addressed to 
you and the amendments I have suggested to the reply to 16 will 
not be wasted if you wish to use any of that material in 
framing your replics. Gur final view of this matter isa 
that it will probably be best to confine comment on the 
Tnternational Body to the lines suggested in the last paragraph 
of my eerlier letter of todays 

Greck typewriter in the 
westion 2 is from Vindar, 


{ take advantage of this 
questions which you heave raisec in other letters Prom Geneva 
wnich have not so far received reply. irst,your very , 
interesting lettcr of the 4th .wugust. Your suggestions in 
at letter sbout getting advance copies of 
oor » L see, been somewhat overtaken by your 
subsequent discussion in Ge | tl refer particularly to your 
letter to Trafford ymith Stn .ugust and paragraph 6 of 
your letter of the Sth -~uguste ve discussed the original 
suggestion in your letter o1 the lth .uguat with the soreign 
Office and they could see such obvious constitutional objection 
to the publication of the report to the Assembly before the 
member states had received it that they were most unwilling 
thit this procedure should be in any way suggested to the 
Comuttes from sidee if the Committee themselves feel, 
that it.is fully within their competence tos end 

escript copics of tvhe essential parts of their Xeport to 
each of the 56 members of the,.ssembly “8 s0on as it has besn 
signed and at the same time make copies available to the vress, 
we would naturally not wish to discourages them Trou doing 30+ 
If this procedure is adopted we should be grateful if you could 
get For us at least two copies of the typescript, and more if 
pos siblo. @e shall be most interested to know the outcome of 
your suggested approach ty Too and the Uhairman for an authorized 
summary of recommendations which may be given to you for transmission 
to Palestine by cypher at least 46 hours before publication of 
the reporte ‘e would naturally wish to receive the authorized 
summary ourselves as soon a8 1% 15 availabios °@ Gould not, 
of course, Oppose any suggestion which might be made by the 
other Liaison Officers or by Members of the Jommittee that the 
Jewish .geney and the arab utates Liaison Ufficer should receive 

treatment fmemus in this metter. | : 


Beeley has replied sep rately today to the question in the 
first paragraph of your letter of the 6th August about the 
Stetes by which the Government of ‘ipansjordan has been formally 


recognized. 


in 
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paragraph 5 of your Letter of the &th Aug t you maa 
whether she Yecords of the. proceedings of the 1946-17 Conference. 
with the Arab States in London were made available at the tine. 
to the representatives of the Arab States. I can confirm that 
@ Aiberal distribution of copies was made ta all those officially 
sipttnies the Conference and they arg now in @11 the arab 
eapi 12% Be . 


| You also asked for copies of two personal reports | by. 

| lord: Samel on the administration of Palestine. The on y copy 
We can ley our hands on is one of the Reports for the whole 
period 1920-25 published as Colonial Ne. 15 in 1925. As this 
includes the period covered by the other report I hope that it 
will satisfy | ands I enclose the copy. 


I hope I have covered in this letter all the outstanding 
oints on which you reqnired un answer. If not, will you please 
fet me know if necessary by telegram. and I shall do my beat to 
reply imucdiately. 


(ieieGe Mathieson) 
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TOMORROW (THURSDAY, JULY 31°") at Off 
PARKMAN BANDSTAND, BOSTON CON 


(In event of rain, meeting will he held at N. E. Mutual Hall, Boylston & Clarendon Stree 


in protest against 
BRITISH PIRACY AND CAPTURE OF HAGANAH SHIP “E 


e SAVAGE KILLING AND WOUNDING OF AMERICANS ANI 
eMERCILESS TURNING BACK TO “NOWHERE” OF 4s 
oe od paw 


tbentel soup, UL stale whos thy, blog ord ofr thor iaterde be fe 
Killed:¥ prshsrein of California | as —_ - “ional 
SPEAKERS mae 


Woundeds MiILLMAN of Chelsea 
CONGRESSMAN JOHN W. McCORMACK Demo 


Injured: two other American-Jewish Boys House Minority Leader 
NEW ENGLAND ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL CHAPLAIN JUDAH NADICH | ; CLOSE YOUR STO . Boys 


New Engiand Zionist Region - New England Zionist Region Assistant to General Eisenhower 


AE Rego of Haduah "WE. Laber inst Orazaton et Anee | PHILIP KRAMER AND FACTORIES FRE NIL 
United-Revisionists Organization N. E. Division, American Jewish Congress Vice President International Ladies’ Garment . _ | st Region 


Massachusetts Dept., Jewish War Veterans of United States : Workers Union | tt America 
| IN HEART FELT PR er Hatzair 


International Ladies’ Garment Workers U : 
Joint Board Cloak and Skirt Makers (AFL) orkers Omen JOSEPH SALERNO | | ih Congress 


Amalagamated Clothing Workers of America (Ci0) President M ; 
Waterproof Garment Workers Union (iLGWU-AFL) | Almalgamated Clothing Fane re ie Comerica ers Unign 


Various Trade Associating fur ee eater Actions. Camuttter THE REVEREND DAVID R. HUNTER ZTIONI . : meerica (C0) 


Jewish National Worker’ Alliance Pioneer Women’s Organization 
Associated Synagogues o {Greater Boston Just returned from Palestine 17 Commonwealth Ave., non (ci0) 
ommittee 


Rabinicai Association of Greater Boston Memorial Services conducted by FRED MONOS | rganization 


Adudath Haraboni d . ; 
un Hen ae eetcnseomtes — |_Rabbi Herman H. Rubenoit Cantor Alted Rosshach 
ter Boston 


Assooiation 
Committee 


iS OR 
FEN ‘ 


pt America | PHILIP KRAMER 
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: rast : a ee * Pact here a Wy eee eae 
oe! 7 ee es on 
Cea Pe ad fi 


(THURSDAY, JULY 31°") at 3 P.M. 
BANDSTAND, BOSTON COMMON 


n, meeting will be held at N. E. Mutual Hall, Boylston & Clarendon Streets 


in protest against | 


AND CAPTURE OF HAGANAR SHIP “EXODUS, 194 ' 
AND WOUNDING OF AMERICANS AND REFUGEES 


NIN G a TO “NOWHERE” OF 4509 PEOPLE 
a a >EAKERS | Oe iend iris Great 


CONGRESSMAN JOHN W. McCORMACK Demonstrationt 


Boys House Minority Leader 


NCIL | CHAPLAIN JUDAH NADICH 


Assistant to General Eisenhower 
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CLOSE YOUR STORES, SHOPS 
AND FACTORIES FROM 3-5 P. M. THURSDAY, 


st Region 


er Hatzair | 
Vice Pr esident International Ladies’ Garment 


ah Congress ; 
: , Workers Union 
Uni HEART FELT PROTEST 
vs Unie | JOSEPH SALERNO viaiinaaead at 
rica (C10) aie i aay rca ee C. fp He Vice Pres. nna 
matgamate otning orKers O merica 
pion (C10) 
wmotte | ‘THE REVEREND DAVID R. HUNTER ZIONIST HOUSE 


rganization : 
| | UAC TELE IEd 11 ONE OTESEUNE 17 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass. Tel. COM 5007-1270 
FRED MONOSSON, General Chairman 


ter Boston Memorial Services conducted by 


elatte | Rabbi Herman H. Rubenovitz, Cantor Alfred Rosebach 


pas, 


NN Sy 


My sy 


aN 


“Toy, 


ia ‘you re ‘about to i DR a 
radio- phonograph, you re sitting i 7 


the driver’ $s seat again. 


TODAY, POR THE FIRST TIME IN SIX YEARS; you don’t have to 


“take what you can get” any more. You can walk into 


your dealer’s store, choose what you really want on the 


basis of quality, tone, performance and reputation .. .and 
buy it for immediate delivery. | 


THAT'S WHY YOU'LL WANT TO SEE the new 1948 Philco radios 
and radio-phonographs arriving now at your Philco dealer. 
Philco, the industry leader, is back in full production. 


Vast new factories with the longest radio production lines. 


in the world are working at new efficiency, turning out 
new 1948 Philcos at the greatest rate in their history: 


BUT MUCH MORE IMPORTANT, in these days of post-war 


Fs : wh ay Rid Sg get cic . Ye x. eS ie = wan. 
ou i. ee Soy eae ae 
; 4% fe F 
a 
a aie 


PHILCO CO 


<i 


J. H. BURKE COMPANY — Diséribu 


SEE YOUR LOCAL PHI 
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Pope Receives 14 U.S. 
Labor Delegates 1@&> 
VATICAN CITY, July 16 (AP) 
—Pope Pius XII today received 
14 members of the United States |: 


@,8. 


delegation to the 30th Interna- |: 


wom TEE i 
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tional Labor Conference which |$ 
ended at Geneva Friday, and told 
them the Catholic Church would 
“always defend” the worker 
“against any system which would 
deny his inalienable rights.” 

The Americans—representatives 
of the U. S. State and Labor De- 
partments and of American labor 
organizations — will sail from 
Naples tomorrow aboard the Sa- 
turnia, leaving their chief, David 
A. Morse, to confer at Geneva, |: 


@, 
Pog 
ee 


with labor attaches of U. 5. em- |; 
bassies throughout Europe. 


co guyeagtet Ooi 


ee 


MeNaughy 
Syndicate. Ine 


¥ ae aT 
i t 
Cad geet Ae ay 
ha) py 
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& moment later I was ankle 
deep in an oriental rug and 
facing A.J. Mogul himself. 
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Sine ecm 


oe 


of | through this city a few days ago 


pt bound for Jersey City in a crate 


ciled with the address: “Pope 
XII, Vatican City, _ via 


d| Naples.” 
General Motors Corp, “of icials 
declined to release information 
about the shipment time or place. 
\+|They also declined comment on 
whether the automobile was a gift 
ora purchase. One GMC official 
the conven- 

tional series 75, $14,000. 

. An official o 


NOONOT ‘391440 G40938 JITENd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


o won 


wh 
1 Medal of Honor 
his 


his life to permit 
company tO escape an enemy am- 


bush in Italy in 1944. 
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Yinkney the 
gressiona 


ing 


t will rename the Army 


1V 


i 


WEYMOUTH HERO 
The Army announced yester- 


H. Johnson” 
Weymouth 


the Con 


troop ship 
by g& 


day 
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Way British 


Booed Kelly 


Is Shocking 


By JOE WILLIAM 


I have.arrived at the UU: u= 
sion, via the B. and O. that those 
things aren’t flying saucers. More 


a likely they | 
are flying } 


dornicks 

and chances 

are if you 

looked closely 

you'd find 

they bear an 

English post- 

mark. . For 

some reason 

we don’t seem 

to stand so 

fees =33 good with our 

Williams cousins these 
| days. 

Now there hasn’t been a bet- 

ter human interest sports story 

all year than the victory of 

young Jack Kelly. of Philadel- 

phia in the Diamond Sculls. His 

old man, now a successful busi- 

ness man, had been barred from 

the event as a youngster by the 

British because he once worked 

as a bricklayer. This blistered the 

old man, as you can well imag- 

ine, his being pure Trish to boot. 

“One day Dll send a son of 

mine over here and he'll make a 

joke of your silly old race,” the 

old man vowed. By way of ac- 


centing the vow and as an act of #& 


derision he sent his green row- 
ing cap to King George V. 


~The Kid Made Good 


startled Kellys, who must have . 
said to themselves, “what on 

earth is this all about?” 
There were 20,000 Britons at 
| the finish line and many of them, 
according to the AP dispatch, 
were spraying the Kellys with 


-~ 


For the Old Man - 


Well, the kid made good for 
he old man the other day as 
ou know, and he was wearing 
a duplicate of the green cap his 
old man had sent the King 27 
years before and the British pho- 
tographers proceeded to line the 
Kelly family up for a picture, the 
mother, the old man, the daugh- 
ter and, of course the kid. 

They were saying “just one 
more,” as photographers always 


do, when all of a suaagen the 
fiercest booing you ever heard 
broke over the heads of the 


angry venom. Was it because 
another American had won an- 
other British trophy? Was it be- 
cause the old man had once tak- 


en an uncommon liberty with an | 


English king? 

To quote the AP dispatch: 
“There was no explanation ex- 
cept it is believed the fans fre- 
sented the pictures of the Kelly 
family and the many cases ‘of 
American food they had brought 
to this country to insure vic- 
tory.” 


Booing of the Kellys 


Part of a Pattern 


I don’t care how the British 
attempt to explain the booing. I 
shall continue to maintain it was 
a shocking thing. 


In any event the booing of the | 


i part of a pattern. Gus 


saduasafay 
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as a bricklayer. This blistered the 
old man, as you can well imag- 
ine, his being pure Irish to boot. 

“One day Ill send a son of 
mine over here and he’ll make a 
joke of your silly old race,” the 
old man vowed. By way of ac- 


derision he sent his green row- 
ing cap to King George V. 


The Kid Made Good 
For the Old Man 2 


Well, the kid made good for 
he old man the other day as 
you know, and he was wearing 
a duplicate of the green cap his 
old man had sent the King 27 
years before and the British pho~ 
tographers proceeded to line the 
Kelly family up for a picture, the 
mother, the old man, the daugh- 
ter and, of course the kid. 

They were saying “just one 
more,” as photographers always 


do, when all of a sudaen the 
fiercest booing you ever heard 
broke over the heads of the 


le 4VET 


TAG 


said to themselves, “what on 
earth is this all about?” 

There were 20,000 Britons at 
the finish line and many of them, 
according to the AP dispatch, 
were spraying the Kellys with 
angry venom. Was it because 
another American had won an- 
other British trophy? Was it be- 
cause the old man had once tak- 


English king? 

To quote the AP _ dispatch: 
“There was no explanation ex- 
cept it is believed the fans fe- 
sented the pictures of the Kelly 
family and the many cases of 
American food they had brought 
to this country to insure vic- 
tory.” 


Booing of the Kellys 


Part of a Pattern 


I don’t care how the British 
attempt to explain the booing. I 
shall continue to maintain it was 
a shocking thing. | 

In any event the booing of the 
Kellys is part of a pattern. Gus 
Lesnevich, the prize fighter, was 
criticized in the newspapers for 
bringing his food over with him. 
So were the Walker Cup players 
and others. Ostensibly the crit- 


icism is meant to show that the © 


British athletes are placed at a 
disadvantage. But underlining 
the criticism is something else 


and it is not a pleasant, healthy 


thing. 

The Olympic Games are sched- 
uled for London next Summer. 
Already the Americans are odds- 
on favorites to win. It may or 
may not be significant that the 
British would just as soon see 


the games canceled now. As a 


matter of fact, the London Eve- 
ning Standard has demanded ed- 
itorially “that the whole thing 
be called off.” 3 

Okay, if London doesn’t want 
the games, move them elsewhere 
Or call them off entirely. Or bet- 
ter yet, hold an open to all ath- 
letic meet here in America. If 
you can beat us, fine and dandy. 
‘We won't like it, but we won’t 
boo you. Fortunately we don’t 
have to bother too much about 
food. On that score you won’t be at 
a disadvantage. And finally you 
may like our country. We think 


its mighty nice even if Henry [| 


and some of his queer playmates 
want to make it over second-rate 
like those lovely, idealistic Com- 
munistic spots. 


centing the vow and as an act of | 


startled Kellys, who must have. 


en an uncommon liberty with an | 
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SHOP T 


MOLLAR BUYS MORE 


ALL STORES 

St. 

se St. 

Blvd. and Acushnet Ave. 
231 MAIN ST., Hyannis 


P’S FRESH FRUITS and 
or QUALITY and VALUE 


Au to make this test: Compare 


Seeirruits and vegetables offered 


Shop and those for sale else: 
eck for appearance, for fresh- 
e crispy goodness that makes 
st—and then check the prices 
em. Remember that value is 
ion of quality plus price. We 
relieve you'll find that Stop & 
stently offers the finest values 
ruits and vegetables. Don’t 
word for it. Compare — and 
yourself! 


BERRIES 


pint C 
of 
ER 


Aor end the meal with 


314-3% lb Ib 
Leste . “p 
~ Cured a G 
sal aa 5 Ib he 
rene Drset 2 Be 


‘Fresh “?: Ib 
Ground _ 45c 
Eastern Salmons 3.” 49¢ 


i pric CS O71 
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on OL quality plus price, We 
elieve you'll find that Stop & 
stently offers the finest values 
ruits and vegetables, Don’t 
word for it. Compare — and 
r yourself! 


BERRIES 


= 29° 


or end the meal with 


ELONS ." 8° 


L 314-3% Ib 
average 
Sugar 
Cured ey 
Heavy Steer ~ 
qos ' Beef 
weeees Fancy Brisket 
memeor Thick End 
Ground _ 


| Eastern Salmong”” 49c 


,* 


> prices Oil 


9 JUICE 


eg 8 5 
ato L 
Y Juice 46-02 can 19¢ 


Gloriettat=m> 2 2 25¢ 


Juice 


Glorietta Tomato ‘602 25¢ 


Juice 


ial Offer! Get a Pair of 


ORS FOR ONLY 25¢ 


om can of Libby’s Tomato 
to Libby, Box 722, Chicago 


ool, Healthful Juices! 
SJUICE we LE 
SYrUpSiemona Lime por 27€ 
Grape Juicewetcu's""' 27¢ 
Apple Juice cusrt 19¢ 
hrapefruit Juice3 °°" 25c¢ 
Grapefruit Juice *S-°" 19¢ 


» make lemonade! 


12-02 bot-equivalent 
to juice of 12 lemons 25c 


Feed a box 
. To your Goldilocks 


VAN BRODE 


CEREALS 
4 | a ma 6) boxes 
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Eye Witness 


Says English 
Didn‘t Boo''+ 


By JOE WILLIAMS 


ENROUTE TO CHICAGO, 
July 14—Putting one little 
wo after another and what- 


ie so ever became }f 


of $100 ring- 
sides? Dis- 
cussing the 
Zale - Grazi- 
ano fight, an 
u ni nhibited 
punster in the 
club car says 
it will e 
easy - zailing 
for the dead- 
pan middle- 
weight cham- 
Williams pion. Even if 
the Wallace crowd should form 
a third party the always present 
problem of a fourth for bridge 
would still remain. Such is 
heir power at the plate the 
iants now are known as_ the 
Bat Men. 
Dorothy-Phyllis Wallach takes 
en in hand: “In New York for 
24 hours on my way to my 
home in Chicago I read your 
column on the booing of the 
Kelly family. In spite of the fact 
(or because of it) that I spent two 
years in England, from March 
1945 to date, I am definitely not 
pro-British. But as a spectator 


at the finish line (of the Dia- | 


~ mond Sculls which Jack Kelly 
Jr., of Philadelphia won) I was 
quite surprised to read _ the 
press report of the ‘fiercest boo- 
ing you ever heard.’ I wasn’t 
even aware of it and I assure 
you my ears are in excellent 
condition. In fact, I danced with 
young Kelly that night and he 
commented on how nicely the 
British received him. 

“I think, too, that even if it 
were true, you should take into 
onsideration the desperate 
light of the British, particular- 
ly the English. I came over with 
a wardrobe of three dresses 

hich I alternated with my 
WAC uniform. Your wife will 
tell you how miserable a gal 
eels with only three dresses. 
Yet I was the envy of other 
girls. The situation in food, 


clothes, etc., is far greater than , 


most Americans imagine. You 
should see the list of clothes I 
must buy for my friends, every- 
thing from girdles (Ed. note: 
What’s a girdle, miss?) to even- 
ing clothes. The booing was 
greatly exaggerated, take ft 
from me. 


There Is No Way 
To Explain Bad Manners 


Comment; well, that ought to 
e that. And it’s nice to know 

there was little, if any, booing. 
As to the food situation over 
there. Its existence and possible 
effect on behaviorism was fully 
acknowledged in my comments 
on the AP dispatch. I still main- 
tain, however, there is no way 
to explain bad manners and 
that was my main point. 

Going into the Garden fight 
the other night George Abrams 
was undecided whether he was a 
fighter or an artist. Unless he’s 
the mulish type that learns slow- 
ly, ae Belloise’s KO punch 
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acknowledged in my comments 
on the AP dispatch. I still main- 
tain, however, there is no way 
to explain bad manners and 
that was my main point. 

Going into the Garden fight 
the other night George Abrams 
was undecided whether he was a 
fighter or an artist. Unless he’s 
the mulish type that learns slow- 
ly, Steve Belloise’s KO punch 
must have solved the uncertain- 


ty for him. Headline: “Indians | 


give Truman a belt.” Are these 
guys Republicans too? The sports 
, page statement that Don Black, 
>a member of Alcoholics Anony- 
~mous, was in high spirits follow- 


~'U0 


wh range 


NG 


ing his no hit, no run exploit is” 


confusing. There can be scarcely 
‘any doubt that “Bobo” Newsom 
‘is the best ground coverer the 
‘Big Leagues ever had. The Yan- 
‘kees ‘make the eighth club the 
great man’s been with—or 
against. Harold McBride — of 
Staten Island enters Bug Juice in 
‘our worst-named race horse 
sweepstakes. Send yours in. To 
the winner goes a hand en- 
graved certificate which will en- 
title him to boo Marshall Cassi- 
dy for one full hour uninterrupt- 
edly. It isn’t often I get a 
chance to say anything pleasant 
about my racing experiences, So 
when I do I lose no time in show- 
ing my more cheerful side. Ac- 
cordingly I freely admit that the 
‘current Jamaica Meeting offers 
the best bookmaker service in 
town. You'll find the gents to 
the right of the press box. They 
‘sre there in numbers, are finan- 
cially solvent, courteous and not 
too grasping. Don’t mention it. 


Chandler Has Been 


Quiet for a Month 


Walter Mulbry, who appears to 
-be baseball’s_ off-stage voice 
‘these days, insists Commissioner 
‘Chandler said nothing about be- 
ing unhappy at the recent Con- 
nie Mack clambake. It had been 
reported the commissioner com- 
plained: ‘How can a fellow be 
happy when he’s forced to sus- 
pend a baseball manager for life 
and fine a basaball executive 
$50,000?” The first was taken 
to mean Leo Durocher, the sec- 
ond L. S. MacGenius. “I was 
with the commissioner every sec- 
ond of the time,’ adds Mulbry, 
‘and I guarantee nothing like 
that happened. Some irresponsi- 
ble party put the words in his 
mouth.” It is evident the com- 
-missioner didn’t like their taste. 
To quote Mulbry’s long distance 
conversation with me further: 
“We aren’t perfect out here “(in 
Cincinnati) but it certainly isn’t 
fair that we should be expected 
to take the rap for pipe dream 
interviews.” Just the same, it 
would be interesting to know ex- 
actly what the commissioner did 
do to MacGenius. There hasn’t 
been a peep out of him in a 
month. 

Branch Rickey would have 
been enraged if he had known 
ome of the nonprofit guests over 
the weekend was Joe Mellett of 
San Francisco. It was Mellett 
who compelled pitcher Hatten to 
hold out until the Brooklyn boss 
paid the California kid a living 
wage. Our dandy little governor 
will be pleased to learn that the 
boys do not intend to reopen the 
notorious Chicago Club in Sara- 
toga next month. This joint cus- 
tomarily runs all day, open wide 
on one of the main thoroughfares 
and does everything but invite 
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i 

ix 

the kiddie-tots in to shoot dice. 
When are those American Legion 
fellows going to stop lugging the 
still desperately-sick ‘Babe’ 
Ruth over the country for base- 
ball hallyhoo? As the 49th State 
Hawaii will enjoy many bless- 


ing, includisg the right to tell 


Avery Brundage of the 

what a frightful old meanie he is 
Everybody’s fed up on flying disc 
gags but don’t misunderstand 
when your waiter asks: “Sauce, 


sir?” Stand back ; 
|him air, mente eve 
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this nation’s largest flour milling 
center. 
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= Red Rubber Tubing 
Sizes 3/16, 14, 3%, 14, 5%, 34,1 
Se--20c per foot 


HOSE REELS 
Japanese Beetle Traps 
2 ft. & 6 ft. Rules 


N. P. HAYES CO. 


65 WILLIAM ST. 
Cor. Acushnet Ave. Tel. 2-7775 


TUE 
Sho ecco ao abet Poach da 


TAILORED... 


The Way You Want It 


. 
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When you buy insurance from this *.” 
agency it is tailored the way you ,** 
want it! Your hazards are measured * 
and the coverage is arranged to fit. 


reliable coverage against the con- 4 


f) sequences of automobile and personal 


accidents, fire, embezzlement, for- yy’ . 
gery, robbery, glass breakage and i 
similar ‘hazards. Consult us NOW 
before trouble comes! - 


Honestly, Ststhe Gest Policy 


HUMPHREY 
~eCOUILL 


TheFriendly Snaurance Office ; 
DUFF BLDG. TEL.8-5203 


Ernest J. Humphrey 
4 Raymond F. Covill 
Frank'R. Slocum, David B. Smith 
John B.. Sherman, William R. Chase 
Pierce R. McConaughy 


Let us provide you with modern, gy’ — 
f 
¥, 
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D cHances TO USE IT UP FRES: | 


Each Half 
Separately Sealed. 
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William Patteson Jones 
Virginia Beach Virginia 


July the 3lst 194” 
Hon H Clement Attlee - (SS 


10 Downing St 
London England 


M08 - iv INDEXED 


Dear Sirs 


Briefly- If Britain is not determined to adopt sufficient 
drastic disciplinary measures in Palestine to punish the responsible 
dogs,thereby preventing repetitions of such murders,I feel that 
you should arrange promptly to withdraw your forces and give the 
Arabians an opportunity to clean house,which,I firmly beleive they 


woulde 


Methods,smacking of appeasment,have been in 


foree in that land entirely too long and they should cease, I 
would not swap one British soldier for all the Jews in that 


country e 


Sincerely= 
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nd General Workers' 


Transport a 
Union. 


August 20th 194.7 
Secretary's address. | 
ir. 5SeBe Brooks, 
410, Gorsome End, 
Berkhamsted, 
Herts. 


Dear Sir and Broe 


My Branch passed the following 
resolution Which we hope will be passed 
to the parents concerned. - 

Vie the 1/404 deeply deplore the 


murder of our two Sergeants by the 
he culprits will 


terrorists and trust t 
We also wish 


pe quickly apprehe 
to express our deep sympathy fo 


pereaved parents which we hope W 
forwarded to them. Wishing you all 


the success vou deservee 
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The attached communication addressed to the 
Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 


with in whatever manner is considered appropriate 


uate fay 


which was forwarded to 


a teecccscccsccce® 


2. A plain acknowledgm 
here, € communication has been 


arded to your Department. 
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The attached communication addressed to the 
Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 
with in whatever manner is considered appropriate 
by the Department concerned. It @) 
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rages Within and Without 
urt Jewish Cause 
—BY DOROTHY THOMPSON 


WASHINGTON, Sept. 13— 
The events of the last days as. 
they involved Palestine © read 
like a particu- ~ 
larly incredible } * 
detective story. } 

Some weeks 
ago. Rabbi Ba- 
ruch Korff, co- 

chairman of j 
“the political @& 
action commit-.§ 
tee for Pal-§ 
estine,” an- gi 
nounced that a Se: 
fund of $10,000;000 was avail- 
able for mass invasion of refu- 
gees into Palestine by para- 
chute. mo 

Recently, the British foreign 
office made public that com- 


plaints had been received from 
Hungarian Jewish parents that 
their children, under pretext of 
being taken to resorts, had yeen 
kidnaped to swell Jewish immi- 
‘gration: into Palestine. 


Repeated small items, the 
last as this column is written on 
September 9, report that Ameri- 
can army depots in Germany 
have been rifled of ammunition, 
obviously with some American 
connivance, to divert explo- 


sives and arms to the J ewish. uyp- ° 


derground. 

Finally, on Monday and Tues- 
day the story broke of a plot 
headed by Rabbi Korff to bomb 
London, first with leaflets and 
then with actual bombs to be 
directed at Westminster or 
Downing street or dropped in- 
discriminately. 

The foiler was the American 
ace flier, Reginald Gordon Mar- 
shall Gilbert, who, Having ac- 
cepted the assignment, reported 
it to. Scotland Yard and the 

‘French police, and aided in gath- 
ering up the agents. | 

Mr. Gilbert’s story leaves 


‘many questions about the plot- 


unanswered, .but ‘the gaps. in- 
dicate possible wider political 
involvements. 


Direct instigators were the 
Stern gang, of which Rabbi 
Korff’s ‘political action com- 
mittee’ proves to be an Ameri- 
can instrument. But of whom is 
the Stern gang an agent? 

Zionism repudiates it. 


The United Nations Palestine 
committee will report to the as- 
sembly, recommending in, ma- 
jority and minority reports ‘‘so- 
lutions” long since proposed by 


- Britain and not acceptable to 


Jews and Arabs or either of 
them to all Zionist Jews. The 
committee admits any solution 
would have to be imposed and 
‘maintained by force. 


But there is: no United Na-- 


tions “force.” Force, it is rec- 
ommended, should be produced 


‘cept nothing short of full Jew- 
ish sovereignty for Palestine, so 
the terror will continue. 


, terests’ are served by 


Nowe! 
ra 
¢ 


is 
it ! 
Weesa Pec” 


either by the British or—a coun- 
terproposal—by the United 
States. Arabian - leaders ' say 
unitedly that it will be opposed 


with the risk of precipitating 
world war. The Stern and Irgun 


gangs announce they will ac- 


-- Now one must ask: whose in- 
, this ap- 
palling situation? BS 

“The interests of the Jews? The 
outrages committed by Jewish 
terrorists have split the Zionist 


“ movement, brought it. into in- 


ternational disrepute, and are-~ 
creating anti-Semitism where it 
has never existed. They’ have 
given the Arabs a rallying cry 
and lent formidable’support to 
their political arguments. They 
have made the Palestine ques- 
tion a morass into which either 
Great .Britain or the United 
States advances at its peril. 
Most. important, they «have 
caused a serious rift between 
Britain and the United States. 
For these outrages within and 
without Palestine, including the 
planned bombing of England, 
are being financially supported 
almost wholly by American citi- 
zens, 


Rabbi Korff is an American 
.citizen,. That he is an American 
citizen of Jewish religion is be- 
side the point. He bears respon- 
sibilities not different. by a 
shade from those of any other 
American citizen. Yet he, and 
other members, affiliates or 
supporters of terrorist groups, 
have taken over a function ex- 
clusively lodged in‘ the U. S. 
congress: The right to’ declare 
war. They have declared war 
on Great Britain, and, unless 
foiled, were prepared to extend 
it by an act of war to the Brit: 
ish Isles. ° 

This occurs at a time when 
the whole of Europe is collaps: 
ing and Britain and America 
co-operating in the Marshall 


proposals. It occurs when left- 


wing groups in Britain are seek- 
ing popular support for orienta- 
tion away from the United 
States. And what could win 
them. more popular support 
than that American citizens, un- 
hampered by the Ameri¢an gov- 
ernment, declared war on Great 
Britain? / _ _ 

What is the difference be- 
tween Greek guerrillas sup- 
ported by foreign powers wag: 
ing undeclared war on the Greek 
government, and American 
guerrillas tolerated by their 
own government waging war on 
Great Britain? Rabbi Korff and 
‘all the American supporters of 
Zionist terrorists are exactly 
guerrillas. . , 

And, I repeat: Whose interests 
do they serve? Whose agents are 
they? , ; 
~ Ask who profits, and you will 
likely find the answer. 
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"Summerville" 

Maxwelltown, 

OE" Dumfries, 
YW3 +b T) 26.22.2947, 


A 


The Foreign Secretary, 
House of Commons, 
LONDON, 


om ea 


Dear Sir, PALESTINE. 


Just about one year back 1 offered to @ out to 
Palestine and settle the problems there but probably you 
never even saw my letter, However, in view of how things have 


gone from bad to worse I can only offer you the following 
advice and trust this time you will move along theee lines, 
™he Balfour Declaration was, in itself, a kind 
nove to enable Jews from Russia and Voland to settade in a 
free country where they could enjoy peace and safety, 
The Jews themselves have destroyed the Declaration 


since they have made the country red with blood and it is 


now up to the British Government to declare to the whole word 
that the Jalfour Declaration is at an end and null anc void, 

The next etep is then to tell the members of the 
Jewish Agency who have been working against us all along to 
pack their bags and get out of the country within twentyfour 
hours and never to reburn under any circumstances, 

“he third step is then to round up all Ctern gang 
end other gangs known to the authorities and deport them with 
instructions never to put step in Palestine, Ship them over: 
to Cyprus and let them then go where they wish as soon as 
ehips are available or ship them to Cermany as you did the 
previous lot, : 

All these Jews who are now in Cyprus awaiting to go 
into Palestine are themselves enemies of this country and are 
rot entering in keeping with the Balfour Declaration, They 
must never enter Palestine and fou should even now publish 
the fact that-all those who enter or try to enter illegally 
wial forfeit sny right to enter under any circumstancer, 

There are thousend of Jews who wial welcome these 
moves and they will presently come forward openly to assist 
ang in eix months you wili have a Palestine at peace, 

J am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
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Palestine than the Jews. 


-yotes advocate a criminal policy 


[ f i, op satay mincemesnge nme 807 2 TNT <7 ceo iat RE Oe 
beef ~~ a 


po : —_ 
e ° . ip congrats mn nin rnin ~ Re a . ” - ; 

ibliecal and profane history prove that no people lave’ “less right to 
The Nazis had good reason for the statement 
that the foreign policy of our government is subject to the dictation of 
the Jews. That there is neither consistemey for honor in our government 
is apparent from the fact that on one hand we claim that the people of a 
country should have the right to decide what kind of a government they 
want; while on the other hand we not only aeny the Arab majority of 
Palestine any voice in their government out in order to pander for Jewish 
of colonization of Zionistic Jews in 
numbered and placed ynder the 
Murder Ine., ana » 
robbery, arson 


order that the Arab majority should be out 
heel of such criminal organizations as the Stern Zang, 
the Irhun Zvai, all of whom specialize in assassination, 
and terrroism. 

The law abiding Palestinian Jew, 
sons free from terrorism ig no more inclined then the 
fanaticel. Jewish criminals dumped upon them. 


if he dare express tiis honest convidt- 
Arabs to have young 


Although the Nazis perpketrated gross atrocities in the late war it re- 
mains for the Jews to boast in the name of their bloody God Jehovah (Yehu) 
that they destroyed without mercy, the men, the women, and the little 
ones, of the native inhabitants of the land of Canaan. Cf. Deut. 7: 1, @. 
It is the proud boast of Judaism of Judaism, that of the people of the 
land we left none to remain, we burned their cities with fire?.... These 
atrocities are Related in Deut. 2: 33, 345 Josh 8: 27, 283; 10: 20, et seq., 
sna other passages in Holy Writ. . It is true that in one instance they 
did spare the young female children who had not known man for rape ana 


white slavery. 


anc Richard Loeb, slayers of Robert Franks are typi- 
seeking to enter Palestine as 4 


the United States. 


Nathan Leopold Ir. 
cal specimens of the young Zionistic Jews 
preliminary stopping place until) they can ente.’ 

The absence of any moral principle in orthodox Judaism is revealed by the 

of anything that aieth of itself; 


so-y2lled Mosaic law: " Ye shall not eat 


er that is in thy gates, that he may eat 
for thou art an holy people unto 
yeddle 


thou shalt give it unto the strang 
it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien; 
yahu thy God." Deut 14: 21. Heréthe Jwws have a divine command to 


diseased meat to Gentiles regardless of the consequences, 
A sketch of ancient Jewish history is necessary in order to show that 
orthodox Judaism has undergone no *yndamental change since the days of 
David the freebooter. | 


his alliance with the Philis- 
of all members of the 


David's treachery to the house of Saul by 


tines and the Gibeonites, resuiting in the murder : 
house of Saul. led to the separation of the ten tribes of Israel from the 


tribe of Judah, and to the cry: "To your tents O Israel, what wave we to 
do with the house of David." David's treachery to Ismael resulted in the 
undying hatred of Israel for Judah, and with the exception of a few years, 
constant war between the two kingdoms. 


From a despicable traitor, murderer, and seducer, the character of David 
has been exalted and eulogized by the fzraic priesthood and scribes into 
5 hero and a saint. It is hardly nesessary to gay that neither David nor 
Saul ever composed a single Psalm attributed to them. 

The falsified Bible story that David married Saulf(s daughter, and of 
his fraternal relationship with Jonathan is puréEzraic fiction invent ed 


f 
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to WMBster Jewish pretensiong to the throne of Israel. The story is mnsup- 

ported by the history of Israel. Note the contradictions regarding the : 

children of the daughter of Saul. According to 2 Sam. 6:23, Michal the 
aughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her Geath, but in 2 Sam 21:3 

we read that David delivered to the Gibeonites the five sons of Micha 

che: caughtes of Saul, and the two sons of Saul, all of whom were hanged. 


Josephus, the Jewish historian, has shown in his Wars of the Jews, that in 
his day, the Zionistic Jews, the Zealots, 2nd the Sicariian assassins were 
continually raising tumults 2nd seditions. They were banished from Rome for 
sedition. | 

Prior to the Rablonian ™xile the Jew§ were considered the most barbarous 
of all poples. Contact with the Bab}onians, the Persians and the Greeks 
gave them a thin veneer of civilization. There vere considered the most 
licentious of all races, and it is notable that the only persons saved 
after the capture of Jericho, was the harlot Rahab and her family. 


The Hexateuch is post exilic, derived from various sources, and finally 
strung together by a redactor. The first person to suzzest the partition 
of the land of Canaan among the tribes of Israel was either the prophet 
Ezekiel, or some one writing in his name, as is proved by the last four 
chapters of the book of “zekiel. | 


The Ola Testament as reedited by the Ezraic scribes and priesthood elori- 
fies Judah at the expense of Israel. It makes their God Yehu refuse the 
abernaglem of FasepH'y, inc to chose not the tribe of Ephraim, but to 

chose the tribe of Judah, the rount Zion which he loved. 

They stave the truth when they say that Judah, not Moses, is Mahu's law 
giver. Cf. Ps. 60:7, and 108: 8, 

The Jews incurred the hatred of 311 the surrounding nations by their 
forgeries, treachdy, and libelous compositions, such as the origin of 
the Moabites and Ammonites through the story of Lot and his two daughters. 

Both of these nations were far more ancient than the tribe of Judah who 
were of Edomite . and Hittite descent. Their statement that Jesus was 
the son of Panthera, a Roman soldier, has no historical foundation. 


The finding of the book of the lww in the house of the Lord is another 
"zraic invention. None of the prphets ever heard of Moses, or of the 
Passover, or of any Jewish reformation prior to the time of Ezra, the 
seribe and priest. Outside of the Hexateuch the few places where Mosesf# 
name appears are all interpolations The Hebrew ajkphabetical characters 
had undergohe such changes since the fifteenth century B. Cs, thet it 
would have been impossible for either Hilkiah, the priest, Snaphan, the 
scribe, and Josmah, the king , to have read the book as freely as repre- 
sented. Wone of the prophets mention such a book, or the holding of a 
Passover, Hezekish is said to have kept a Passover in the second month 
while Josiah's Passover was kept in the 8Best month, The Passover story 
was not invented prior to the return of the Exiles from Babylon. 


In Josephus! day the Sadducess were the only sect of Jews who were free 
from fanaticism, and crude superstitions, they had sufficient intellizence 
to know that Moses was a fictitious character created by the Ezraic | 
priesthood. Hence it is s2id of them: "Had they believed Moses they 
would have believed Jesus to be the Messiah, But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words."Thése words are put into the 

mouth of Jesus in John 5: 46, 47.. 
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The royal house of Judah bdecmme extinct when Jeht4, not Athaliah as repre- 
sented, murdered 2ll the sons of Ahaziah, Jehoiada, the priest after 
waiting six years, substituted his own son, as Jehoash, the infant son of 
Ahaziah, who reigned as king of Judah. Athaliah had no reason for killing 
hey grandchildren. “Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, evicently knew Jehoash 
to be his own brother, and to keep the truth frombeing made known the king 
had him slain. As stated in 2 Chron, 24:22. Joash the king cemembered not 
the «inadness which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but slew his son", 
the priest Zechariah. , 

The Jewish priesthood never failed to commit pious frauds when they con-— 
sidered it necessary to make the people believe that the house of David 
should be an everlasting kingdom. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, made 
sure that the house of Jud2h should become extinct. Those that he did not 
kill he made into eunuchs; and the prophet Jeremiah, says of Coniah (Jeco- 
nish) the king: Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper 
in his days: for no man of his seed shall orosper, sittin. upon the throne 
of David, and ruling any more in Judah, Cf. Jer. 2a: 30, 


Another fraud perpket rat ed was to set up Zerrubapvel as 3 descendant of 
whe house of David, in order to comply with the wor@sof Jeremiah <5: 5, 8: 

" Behold the days come saith Yahu, that I will raise unto David a right- 
eous BRANCH, anc a king shall rbign and prosper, and sBhall execute judgment 
and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 
dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGUTEOUSNESS. Meedless to say the prophet's anticipations never came to 
pass. The ten tribes of Israel became merged with the inhabitants of the 
land where they had been colonized by the king of Assyria, and forever lost 
as a distinct people. 


Statistics reveal that ninety per cent of all Jews come within one or 
rore of the following classifications, to-wit: Arsonites, Black Marketeers, 
Gengsterg,hired assassins, Dope Peddlers, Usurers, Racketeers, Bolsheviks, 
It is true that there are exceptions, and that hundreds of Jews have en-~ 
riched the world by their scientific ard ‘spiritual attainments, No race has 
exceeded the Jews in their bravery and loyalty to the country of which 
they are citizens. Very few people are prejudiced against the Jews because 
of sheir religion or their race. It is the characteristics of the majority’ 
thet have made them the most hated of all peoples. 
Tt is true that the Jews are more progressive than the Arabs; so also 


were the Nazis the most prozressive people on the continent of Europe. But 


that did not confer on them the rizht to dominate over majorifies. 

There is one thing of which we are cevtain and that is fully sinety per 
cent of all non-Jewish citizens of the United States are violently opposed 
to Yefugee Jews’ beingadmitted: to.this country/ 

And having hastly. uttered dark sayings of old: which we have heard and 
known, anc our fathers have told us, we will close this brief digest, and 
not hide the truth from our children. 

, Zross 

The American people are kept in/ignorance concerning the historieal 

status of Palestine. They should be enlightened, | 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(y/ retained in the 


Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


GDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


No. 746. D. 7.50 ae, August 19th, 
August 18th, 1947, R. 10.20 a.m. August 19th, 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Cairo 
Beirut 


Damascus F "765 


Bele eO. Cairo 


III ; PO AU vey 
RESTRICTED 


I have received note dated August 16th from Iraqi 
“inister for Foreign Affairs drawing attention to 


recent reports of Zionist aggressien on Palestine 
Arabs, It recalls insistence of Arab States Dele gations 


to Londen Palestine Conference on the necessity o 


disarming Palestinians and nete sent by Arab States 
through Secretary General of Arab League in December 


1946 urging the arming of Arabs for self-defence 
(see Cairo despatch No, 7 to you). lLragi Government 
go on to ask His Majesty s Government for assurances 


of protection for Arabs of Palestine. Continuance 


of Zionist attacks will cause Iragi_ Government to 
lestine te defend 


consider plan to assist Arabs of Pa 
themselves, 


2. Iraqi Prime Minister has expressed to me grave 
fears of the effect on Iraqi public opinion of a 


continued less of Arab lives in Palestine. He_has 
jven instructions for the strengthening of police forces 


in Jewish quarters in Bagdad, 


3. Translation follews by bag. 
for instructions hew to reply. 
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AMENDED DISTRIBUTION (23/8/47 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher /OTP 
CABINET DISTRIBULION 


FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Busk D 7,.50.a.m. August 19th, 1947, 
No, 746. R, 10,20,a.m. August 19th, 1947 


August 18th, 1947, 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Cairo 
Beirut 
Damascus 
Amman 
B.M. i, O.Cairo 


~-----000----=- 


Restricted. 


I have received note dated August 16th from Iraqi 
Minister for Foreign Affairs drawing attention to recent 
reports of Zionist aggression on Palestine Arabs. It 
recalls insistence of Arab States Delegations to London 
Palestine Conference on the necessity of disarming 
Palestinians and note sent by Arab States throu 
Secretary General of Arab League in December 1946 urging 
the arming of Arabs for self-defence (see Cairo despatch 
No. 7 to you). Iraqi Government go on to ask His 
Majesty's Government for assurances of protection for Arabs 
of Palestine. Continuance of Zionist attacks will cause 
Tragi Government to consider plan to assist Arabs of 
Palestine to defend themselves. 


2, Iraqi Prime iliinister has expressed to me grave 
fears of the effect on Iraqi public opinion of a continued 
loss of Arab lives in Palestine, He has given instructions 


7 


for the strengthening of police forces in Jawish quarters 
in Bagdad. 


3, Translation follows by bag. I should be grateful 
for instructions how to reply. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.7.F.) 
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{Gen Sir A. Cunningham) 
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